Questions for sustainability discussion – To what extent is the outdoor industry sustainable?

Define the outdoor industry
· Outdoor recreation 
· Outdoor education
· Activity/action centre
· Environmental education

Sustainability
Environmental
· Social environmental
Social
· Socio economic
Economic
· Eco economy

	Lewis

	Hal

	Ben

	Beth

	Andy




General questions
Do the benefits of environmental education outweigh the environmental costs? For example travel emissions, kit consumption
· Depends on providers, facilitators, location and activity itself – Lewis
· Alison lung 2007 – taking students to areas far away to gather sense of place, that isn’t in there immediate environment they gather larger benefits – Lewis
· People not treating environments how they are meant to be treated however this risk gives them a larger appreciation for the world around us – Beth
· Baker – learning place away form where we live has less of an impact, see damages to environment locally before we see it in a bigger picture – Beth
Microadventures

Are OA instructors taught enough about environmental factors and sustainability through NGB training? Or do they get most of there knowledge from personal research and local knowledge
· No, Partially in hill walks– Lewis
· Paddle sport leader (river pick)  - Beth
· Access, conservation and the environment within a walking NGB award – Beth
Should OE and environmental education be incorporated into PGCE etc to help us become more sustainable as a society?
· Strott – use on NGB’s after leaving university (decreases)  -Lewis
Is there an assumption that people who participate in OA are environmentally friendly? And is this a true assumption?

Should outdoor kit and companies promote reusing and repairing kit to be environmentally sustainable, despite this being less economically sustainable for them?
· Hidden costs and consumptions on the simple act of rock climbing  - Andy
· Gossam and Cropfeld: Companies sucha as Patagonia and burton at the detrement to there own profits, put out free repair kits and encourage old kit for discount that they can recycycle or repair.  Sometimes its not repairing kit its changing perspectives and lifestyles so that people can have trust in repaired kit that is essential to safety but also taking people away from the “new Equipment” Mindset – Beth
· Gossam and cropfeild: sufficiency consumption companies such as Patagonia  and burton – Beth
· Economic diversities – people prioritise economic sustainability over environmental sustainability
Is there a place for share lockers?
· Kit lockers for communities – Reducing, reusing and recycling scheme – Hal
· Facebook groups and 
· Brosack: Sustainable tourism: Tourists don’t have much care to the environment they are travelling to – Lewis
· Should be down to providers, companies and locals to enforce and structure Adventure tourism and adventure to be more sustainable - Lewis
Does environmental education actually promote environmentally sustainable behaviours/actions?
· 9/10 concerned about the environmental damage they were causing when visiting nature – Andy
· MEAN Report: Larger interest in being more sustainable (recycling, picking up litter etc) people being proactive – Andy
· McKenzie and Reymond: can do OAE to create awareness, being sustainable is in the action of the awareness made – Hal
· Welsh curriculum: OAE and EE are now integrated into the curriculum – Lewis
· Martin: after sustainable course they felt they had a role to fulfil to be more sustainable - Hal
Should EE be compulsory in school curriculums? 
· 80% Trainee teachers don’t feel confident to teach OE, however 90% agreed it should be taught - Lewis


How was the outdoor industry sustainable through covid? 
· Covid was good for the environment (Venice), so many benefits for the environment from covid – Lewis
· People were forced to stay inside, therefore the environment got better as it gave it time to heal – Ben 
· Due to covid, people were mobbing immediate natural places and therefore having a negative impact on the environmental and natural places – Ben
· Limit carrying capacity through natural environments, change in lifestyles - Andy
What about the social and economic benefits covid had on sustainability?
· 200% increase in businesses shutting down – Lewis
· OA businesses and specialised shops seen increases – Hal
· Smiths: Adventure tourism 70% money in. 90% businesses increasing – Lewis 
· Increase in greenwashing (company blaming consumers for product being made) – Lewis
Microadventures in covid
· Mackenzie and Goodnow: Massive surge of adventure pursuits  - Hal
· Humphreys: micro adventures are finding new things to do in your local environment. Experiencing a place in a new way – Lewis

To what extent is the outdoor industry sustainable
· 6.5 – Lewis
· 2. Don’t blame the outdoors, social paradigm that we live in – Andy
· Despite what we learn there are still contradictions in what we do – Ben
· 1-2. Everything about the industry as it is isn’t sustainable in all 3 factors – Beth
· 2. Not sustainable within the industry itself but compared to others we are very sustainable. - Hal
