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My chosen research for my dissertation subject was to focus on delving into the life of a drag queen in Cardiff, involving myself with their lifestyle, how they work, act, dance and perform, as well as experiencing the environments in which they perform. The reason I chose to conduct research into the drag lifestyle is because it holds such an inherently close bond to a group that I myself am involved with, specifically the LGBT+ group, and whilst drag culture does not exclusively belong to the LGBT+ community, it is still a part of it.
During my time in Cardiff, with the drag queens I was working with, I chose to conduct my research in several different ways. Firstly, the most important part of being an anthropologist involves undertaking participant observation, which I explored during my research by fully immersing myself into the role, the life of a drag queen in Cardiff, as far as the people I was working with would allow me to. Participant observation itself is not only expected of anthropologists to be a crucial research method but is an incredibly effective method of collecting data as the researcher is allowed to immerse themselves in the experiences and lives of the people they are working with (Bogdan, 1973). This of course allows a more immersive collection of information, granting a first-hand look into the way people are living/experiencing the world. Next, to work alongside this method I also conducted my own autoethnography by crafting a reflexive journal recording my thoughts, feelings and experiences whilst being involved in the drag scene in Cardiff. I believe that it was important to understand my own feelings behind what I did to fully understand drag culture and its relations with the LGBT+ community, specifically towards a gay man. Finally, I also conducted unstructured interviews with a couple of the drag queens. These interviews allowed me the chance to ask more direct questions yet still gave them the stage to direct the interviews in whatever ways they felt it would go. By utilising unstructured interviews as a method of research I was able to allow the questions I asked the drag queens to take a more authentic approach as they were the ones in control, something recognised by Skinner in his works (Skinner, 2012). However, as Corbett has written: “one should expect a field researcher's presence to influence the behavior of those being observed, likewise one should expect the observed and the setting in which they operate to affect the observer's role.” (Corbett, 1984:202). I had to prepare myself for entering such an environment as regardless of what methods I would have conducted, there was certainty in that my research, experiences and self-reflections would be affected by the environment and the people around me, in contrast to how I would influence and affect them by being there.
My time in Cardiff gave me the chance, as a gay man, and also as an anthropologist, to truly explore what it meant to be involved so intimately with the drag scene, specifically within Cardiff. The experience of being in a gay bar, especially for the first time, was one that was a mixture of intense anxiety and heightened excitement, adding to the thrill of my research and to my own experiences. During my time in the bar, ‘Mary’s’ in Cardiff, I sat as a member of the audience and watched my first ever live drag performance; something that, even as a person who enjoys drag culture, I have never had the chance of doing before. The intensity felt from both the drag queens performing and the audience that would interact, act and react to the performances created a unique relationship between the audiences and the drag queens. These emotions felt by the performing queens and the audience members themselves are a mixture of; immense curiosity towards the performance, safety in the environment they are in and joy from the active performance and involvement itself. This was in stark contrast to the drag queens, who were constantly insulting and making a mockery of audience members during the show. I even found myself being picked on at one point, being called a “flower boy” for the shirt I was wearing, yet the tone of voice the drag queen used and the comical way in which she had painted her face prompted within me an uncontrollable laughter and joy at the thought of this drag queen digging into me and insulting me in front of hundreds of people within the bar. (Kinship theory familial relations, drag mother, drag daughter)
Utilising the knowledge I have gained from my fieldwork research I will be able to expand upon my experiences and learnt values using theories revolving around gender, such as Judith Butler’s gender performative theory (Butler, 2008), as well as exploring an understanding of performance through Victor Turner’s work (Turner, 1988) in an attempt to see the relation established with the audience through actor audience relationships. Not only this but I aim to explore themes of kinship through the relationships established between drag queens (2007, Read). Drag queens are known to refer to each other as ‘sisters’ as well as the relationship between drag ‘mothers’ and their drag ‘daughters’.
Overall, my experiences within the culture of drag in Cardiff allowed me a vital insight into the lives of a drag queen, as well as understanding the relationships built within this culture, through drag queens themselves as well as their bond with the audience members that they perform in front of. Not only that but by exploring how drag queens perform I was able to understand their challenges against the current political climate, examining how they work towards a change in the way gender is understood both in and out of political context, as well as how it is performed.
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