[bookmark: _Hlk42204054]A REVIEW OF FIVE WEBSITES RELATING TO CELTIC STUDIES.
Mandy Barrow ‘The Celts’.  Primary Homework Help.<http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk> [accessed 20/04/20].
The Celts is written by Mandy Barrow, an information technology teacher. This website begins by showing a useful timeline from the Celts (5000BC) to WW11(1939). The format is excellent and easy to navigate and it is very clear to understand. A search bar which is easily accessible for children to access information is also clearly visible. There are further links via a column on the left side of the page and homework index which contains school subjects and is categorised from Art to Science. It also shows other topics and the option to select and choose from topics such as the 'Vikings' and the 'Moon Calendar'. The site is most interesting and informative with attractive images relating to the topics shown. It begins by asking who the Celts were and makes an important point when explaining how there were tribes of Celts with language being the commonality among them during the Iron Age.  Also, this site tells us interesting facts such as when the Celts lived in Europe and where they came from although this is debatable. This website offers information regarding the Gauls, Britons and Gaels which is vital information regarding the Celtic groups of North Western Europe. There is another link showing great reviews from newspapers and the media regarding Mary Barrow's website. Generally, this is a useful site to visit especially if of school-going age, however Barrow does not validate her sources therefore this site is unreliable for citing academic material.

National Geographic <www.nationalgeographic.co.uk> [20/04/20].
The National Geographic website covers a broad selection of topics regarding geography, nature and culture. Once in the site there is a search bar available to then type in a search term. The element that relates to Celtic Studies is in the history and civilisation section of the site. On the top bar there is an option for viewers to subscribe to The National Geographic magazine. This website is headed by advertisements for Disney which makes it more useful for the general public than for academic study. It is an extremely basic site and the continuous adverts are very distracting for the reader, in fact to read about a subject much of the page is taken up with more adverts; for this reason the information is not easily accessible. This page of the website is not appropriate for academic study at all, the creator Erin Blakemore, a journalist from Colorado, has obviously not been very thorough in her research as it is all very basic and unsourced and therefore not a credible site. I would not recommend it to academics for this reason as the information may not be accurate. 

Ben Johnson Historic UK <www.historic-uk.com/HistoryUK/HistoryofWales/The-Mabinogion/> [accessed 2/05/20].
The website is about all types of historic information related to Britain. The section most relevant to Celtic studies is the page entitled the ‘Mabinogion’ and is written by Ben Johnson. To the right of the first page there are three images with articles related to them, however the site is filled with links for things such as advertisements for historic breaks, history magazines, the ability to trace a family tree, and a blog showing more information regarding history in the UK. However, once on any of the links at the top of the first page it is difficult to navigate a way back to the original page unless the ‘back’ space is clicked. The original page gives a brief history of the Mabinogion, and Arthur and his knights are also mentioned along with other Celtic legends. Incidentally, Ben Johnson makes no mention of his sources therefore this page is not an appropriate one to cite. At the end of this article Johnson has included a link for the ‘Eisteddfod’ which takes viewers to a page that gives a succinct history of the National Eisteddfod of Wales which is an interesting article and also written by Johnson. Sources are mentioned as being academic graduates of different levels and articles are updated as and when necessary, making this a site worthy of citing. 

Ifor Williams Biography Wales <https://biography.wales/article/s-TALI-ESI-0575> [accessed 26/05/20].
This website is a dictionary of biographies collected and held at the National Library in Aberystwyth. It is relevant to a sixth century Welsh bard called Taliesin, author Ifor Williams tells the reader how the famous Welsh manuscript of c1275, Llyfr Taliesin has been preserved. It is believed that at least six of the poems in this manuscript are the genuine work of Taliesin the bard. Williams acknowledges his sources however recommends a ‘Wikipedia’ article for further reading, which may not be a reliable source. It is easily navigable as one of the pages takes us to a useful search bar enabling browsing of sources in alphabetical order. A different page shows another search bar which allows viewers to scan for authors in alphabetical order; where there are five-thousand biographies of people who have contributed works to the nation. This work is a unique original manuscript and a very important historical work which is why it is kept at the National Library of Wales in Aberystwyth. It is an extremely precious example of great literature by the Welsh and very precious to Welsh heritage. Although this site is aesthetically basic, the content is reliable and it is very easy to navigate; this website could be used to cite academically.

‘What is Druidry’ The Druid Network <www.druidnetwork.org> [accessed 24/03/20]. 
This website is all about druids and their interests, it is written by The Druid Network, a registered charity in England. There are some attractive images of plants on some of the pages which adds to creating an aesthetically pleasing format inspiring the viewer to read on, and accessibility is easy as is navigating the site. Although this is quite an interesting informative site regarding the history of the druids, information given is brief. Under a link entitled 'The Druid Network', a menu takes the reader to an option to join a membership of the network as well as join in with projects, and there is a blog for enthusiasts to comment on. There is yet another link leading viewers to a page with further information regarding druid beliefs offering to more interesting facts concerning this topic, and a link to ‘rites and rituals’ informs us of interesting druid activities. Unfortunately, there is nothing stated to validate whether these are accurate representations of historic rituals or whether they are just neo-religious interpretations of ancient practices. However, the site is not credible as it does not acknowledge sources, hence it is unreliable for work of a scholarly level. Having said that, it could be viewed as an extremely useful site to individuals interested in things of a Druidry nature and provides information that may otherwise be unknown to the reader. 

