In this essay I will be discussing if race and class have an influence on youth offending in the uk, class is how society and the people are put in to different groups based off socio-economic status, level of income, education and social network and then  are put in to a hierarchy(Cambridge Dictionary, 2022). There are many different factors that contribute to why someone from a low class might commit crime such as environment factors, over policing and discrimination. High crime rates are often concentrated in urban areas considering poverty rates and significant ethnic minority (Gov.uk, 2021). 

Race and crime are deeply linked, and statistics show that certain ethnic minority groups particularly black and Asian communities are Overrepresented in the criminal justice system and experiencing higher rates of stop and search, arrest and longer sentencing because the area in which they live are over policed and therefor more are found in the criminal justice system and due to some police being institutional racist more black and Asian are arrested then white people who may also be involved in crime but are not stopped.While stop and search for white individuals increased to 69% in 2022/23 black individuals were still disproportionately targeted (Ministry of Justice, 2024).Drug offenses were the most common conviction offense for all ethnic groups except for white and other, drug offenses accounted for 29% of offense for black people while 15% for white offenders in 2024 (ministry of justice, 2025).Some of the factors that contribute to this are institutional racism and therefore black people are more likely to be stopped for stop and search than white individuals which contribute to why the black community is overrepresented in the criminal justice system.They also target youth, a greater proportion of children in prison were from minority ethnic groups 59% of under 18-year-olds were from minority ethnic groups One of the main factors for youth offending is poverty and is associated with an increased risk of youth crime and violence, non violent crimes has more of a link with neighborhood deprivation whereas violent crime had a link to low income as someone who is living in poverty the easiest way for them to make money is to turn to crime (Clemmow et al, 2025). More deprived areas are more likely to be involved which crime as a way to earn money However if they are living in poverty, they have a better life in prion by being provided with a bed and food and don’t have to worry about money and they’re protected in prison. Some might see it as norm in their society and therefore believe that they have to be involved in crime as they have grown up surrounded by crime or have friends that re involved and are peer pressured and needing the money to be able to provide. However recently more children have been more involved with knife crime as roughly 18% of knife crime related offenses have been committed by children aged 10- 17 this is often driven by fear, exploitation, peer pressure and in need of protection and feel they are protected by a knife. 

[bookmark: _Int_DdODJjLp]In conclusion there is a link between class and crime based off the people from a lower class are more likely to commit more serious crimes than those in the higher classes, and there is also a link between race and crime and that is down to more black and Asian people being stopped based on what they look like and there society’s being over policed therefore leading to more being arrested and serving more of their sentence than white people in the criminal justice system.
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