Write a letter of advice to a local authority of your choice explaining how they can best adapt their current policies/strategies to best meet the requirements of the Wellbeing of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015. (2000 words) 
Dear Sir/Madam 

Re:Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015 –  Neath Port Talbot CBC 
I am currently a first year undergraduate student who is studying Education at  the University of Wales Trinity Saint David ‘s. I have recently  undertaken research into the Wellbeing of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015 and in particular how Neath Port Talbot CBC intend to make improvements to the social, economic, environmental and also cultural well-being of its residents, having regard to the seven well-being goals contained within the aforementioned Act.  
The Act states clearly  which public bodies should work to maintain and achieve all of the goals not just one or two  which the Act includes. The first goal Is to have a prosperous Wales, and this is where there should be a low carbon society which recognises the strain on the global environment. Secondly, we have a resilient Wales, and this is where  a nation should be looking after our environment and ensuring that we have healthy functioning ecosystems. Another goal is there to be a healthier Wales and this is where we should be encouraging physical and also mental health to ensure that every individual’s well-being is to a high standard. Another goal which is seen within the Act, is to ensure that there is a more equal Wales, and this is where we should be encouraging individuals to fulfil their potential regardless of any circumstances which could affect their performance. Then we have a goal which is for Wakes as a whole to become a cohesive of communities this is where we should see the country being safe and also inviting for visitors and lastly, the Act wants Wales to be vibrant and thriving this is where we can promote our culture but also welcome any other cultures into our country. Most importantly the Act states ‘This will help us to create a Wales that we all want to live in, now and in the future’ (Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015, 2015) This should show your local authority that there is a purpose for these goals to be met.
This letter aims to set out a number of suggestions  which  the  Authority may wish to consider when formulating policies both at a strategic and local level in consultation with relevant stakeholders. I have attempted to highlight two examples of instances where I think compliance with the Act could be improved, and  would respectfully request that due consideration is given to the contents of this letter. 
As my area of interest is education, I was particularly drawn to Objective 1 of The Neath Port Talbot We Want (Well-being Plan 2018-2023) which states:
“ To improve the well-being of children and young people” (The Neath Port Talbot We Want (Well-being Plan 2018 – 2023), 2018)

In respect of the seven national goals set out within the Act, Neath Port Talbot County Borough Council state that their aim is to ensure that all children are afforded the best start in life, in order that they may in the future contribute to the economic and social environment in which they live. Thereby, making a positive contribution to society and reducing inequalities which exist and encouraging physical activity to ensure the future health and well-being of the younger members of the community. 
The Plan sets out what steps you as an Authority intend to take regarding the above objective and includes the desire to promote a child’s safety, health and engagement with learning through the participation in a range of activities to promote their social, cultural, economic and environmental well-being. 
Firstly, with the above objective in mind I would like to  focus on the role physical activity plays in improving the well-being of children. Having looked at the contents of the Plan I am a little concerned that the detailed steps fail to clarify the role physical activity plays in improving the well-being of children and contributing to the well-being goals set out in the Act. Therefore, my question to you is, why has  Neath Port Talbot County Borough not engaged with other bodies regarding the promotion and benefits of physical activity for children and the learning opportunities which an outdoor setting provides ?. It would appear to me that collaboration with outside bodies such as Natural Resources Wales would provide both learning and physical activity. It is noted that  the Future Generations Commissioner acknowledged your commitment to  collaborative working as referenced in your Well-being Assessment, however it is considered that further steps can be made in this regard. 
In addition, having read information about the recently approved Afan Valley Resort I am led to conclude that this development does not provide any opportunities for local children to undertake the physical activities which will be on offer. Whilst I appreciate that this development appears to meet for example, Objective 4 (Promote well-being through work and in the work place)  through job creation and Objective 5 (Value our Green Infrastructure) through “ contribution/provision of access to and improvements to the national cycle network 885” (PLANNING COMMITTEE, 2019), it provides a missed opportunity as this facility would only be available to a limited number of children living within the boundaries of Neath Port Talbot as the Resort would primarily attract visitors from all over the UK,  as highlighted in the Head of Planning’s Report to the Planning Committee. (PLANNING COMMITTEE, 2019). The Resort once built could provide local children the opportunity to experience a variety of activities which are not available elsewhere within the area and due to their potentially disadvantaged backgrounds would otherwise not have access to such facilities. Please can you provide me with an explanation of why consideration was not given to Objective 1 when the planning application was decided ? . This would seem to suggest to me that more communication needs to take place internally between various sections within the Council, to make sure that the goals are met.

If I may, I will now refer to Objective 2 “Create safe, confident and resilient communities, focusing on vulnerable people “” (The Neath Port Talbot We Want (Well-being Plan 2018 – 2023), 2018).It is noted that within the Plan one of the main steps identified is to “support children in their early years, especially children at risk of adverse childhood experiences-enabling opportunities to develop better conditions to allow families and schools to flourish. Indeed, families, schools and communities are the key institutions of any society. And the school, in particular, is critical, as its staff see the children and their parents on a daily basis and are probably the most important and influential “hub” within any community. This work area will ensure that clear line of sight is present between the community and the school and families, to maximise the protection and life chances for children. ”  (The Neath Port Talbot We Want (Well-being Plan 2018 – 2023), 2018).

Within the context of the Strategic School Improvement Programme requiring your Authority to review existing provision of schools required to deliver education within the County Borough it is considered appropriate to examine  whether the recent  decision to close Cymer Afan Comprehensive School and relocate the existing pupils to the newly constructed Ysgol Cwm Brombil complied with the overarching objectives of the Well-being and Future Generations Act 2015 and the Authority’s stated objectives. It is acknowledged that the decision  which has been taken affords pupils with a greater opportunity  through access to facilities and resources  which were previously lacking, enabling them to reach their full potential and to acquire the skills needed to progress in life and as a consequence contribute economically and socially  to our country.

Many would consider that a school is the heart of any community, especially one in a valley location such as Cymmer. Therefore, it is difficult to understand how the closing of a school benefits the wider community, especially if that school is used outside school hours by local residents. It could be argued that such a closure makes a valley community a less attractive place to live in or even could result in people moving out of the area due to the distance children would now have to travel to and from school each day. As pupils would be reliant on public transport, social interactions between parents or even grandparents which would have taken place outside the school are reduced or even lost. This has a detrimental impact on community relationships  and  could lead to the erosion of a community. 


The Commissioner in their response to your Well-being Assessment raised concern about how you would engage with residents in order to meet the required steps of your objectives. In your response to the Commissioners letter you advised that you needed to strengthen existing communities by engaging with residents, whilst it is acknowledged that a consultation exercise did take place it would seem to me that the closure of a school does little to ensure that a community remains resilient, which goes against the goals in Objective 2.  The Report of the Authority’s Cabinet on June 20th 2018 (NEATH PORT TALBOT COMMUNITY IMPACT ASSESSMENT, n.d.) fails to demonstrate how the closure of the school meets this objective. Please provide me with an explanation as to why this has not been done ? 

In addition, the Well-being Assessment identified that “75000 older people in Wales report always or often feeling lonely and we now know there is a link between loneliness and poor mental and physical health “(The Neath Port Talbot We Want (Well-being Plan 2018 – 2023), 2018). Objective 3 of your Plan is to” Put more Life into Our Later Years”. It could be argued that the closure of a school, may result in younger families moving out of the area and making it a less attractive place to live. This coupled with limited public transport may result in older members of the community becoming more isolated. With reference to Objective 3, please can you confirm whether the needs of the older generation were taken into consideration when the decision was made to close the school, in particular ensuring that the older generation would not become more isolated ? 

In conclusion, the two examples referred to above demonstrate that there needs to be more joined up thinking within the Council to ensure that all objectives are met. In order to achieve this, you may wish to consider how different sections communicate with each other to ensure the best outcomes when making decisions which have an impact on the lives of your residents. In addition, you may wish to consider exploring how future developments can best contribute to achieving the goals set out in your Well being Plan but ensuring that relevant negotiations with a developer best meet the needs of your Authority and maximise the opportunities available. 

Thank you for taking the time to read this letter, and I hope you will give consideration to the points I have raised.

Yours sincerely,

Nia Bowen
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