Comparing variations of the Gods in Metamorphoses and the Fasti and the roles they play

[bookmark: _Int_OqN8W3oC]Ovid is known for writing both the Metamorphoses and the Fasti yet they both have slightly different accounts of what happened in story of Proserpina’s kidnapping by Pluto. In one way that the Ovid changes the story from Metamorphoses to Fasti in the involvement of the other Gods. Such the use of Venus and Cupid in the Metamorphoses and the use of the Sun which can be implied too be Sol in the Fasti. This is one of the variations that can be located between the two stories. There is more variation that this essay will be investigating but also looking at the Gods that are in both stories and they will also be investigated and why they are so important in the roles they play. 

[bookmark: _Int_9yzXm9ND][bookmark: _Int_Y0bkC4RB][bookmark: _Int_UgtwGfcC]First looking into the Goddess that features in both stories and that is Ceres the Olympian. Ceres was the Roman god of fertility and the harvest; she was also known for being the mother of Proserpina. The powers that Ceres possesses is vast since looking into the Fasti, Ceres is shown to be healing the baby Triptolemus (Ovid, Fasti. pg.229). This whole section in which it is said that Ceres is trying to burn away the mortality of the baby and make Triptolemus into an immortal. (Ovid, Fasti. pg.229) This sort of power has been displayed in different stories such as the Achilles story in which is mother dips him in the river Styx to make him immortal but in a comparable situation a parent steps in to stop this since it is implied the mortal mind does not comprehend how mortals can become like the Gods. (Statius, Achilleid. pg323). Now comparing the power that Ceres has shown in the Fasti to the Metamorphoses is that Ceres is going through a passage of not drinking as can be seen when Ovid says, “She had moistened her lips in no fountain” (Ovid, Meta, pg.269). This passage then leads to an example of Ceres’s power since in which an old lady offers her a drink to break her fasting and a small child then called Ceres greedy for drinking the whole beverage, so what follows is Ceres throwing the remains of the water into the child’s face and which then turns him into a reptile. (Ovid, Meta, pg.269). With this use of Ceres’s power, it can show the sort of mental state Ceres is in since in the story her roles are of the most importance since it can be linked to the fertility of the land being taken away with the Ovid's telling in the Metamorphoses since with Ceres being the goddess of the harvest and with having her depicted as not taking in the liquid in which crops need to grow can link to be the crops not growing while Ceres has forsaken her duties and is looking for her daughter Proserpina. Richlin points out an aspect that a number of people would miss in this story in that the story of Proserpina relates to her rape, however while this story of the metamorphoses is about this there is also more to the story that some would miss (Richlin, 1992, p.159). Such as the overwhelming emotions that Ceres is feeling which again can impact the use of her power within her domain. The overbearing emotions of grief that Ceres would be feeling in this time for a mortal would be crippling and as such for an immortal being it is crippling her powers, and this plunges the world into what the modern world knows as winter. 

[bookmark: _Int_QCNCgorw][bookmark: _Int_9nvQvfaz]Looking into a variation of the story that is completely different too each is the involvement of both Venus and Cupid. The Metamorphoses is the only version of the two stories that include Venus and Cupid. Venus is introduced into the story as “Venus Erycina” (Ovid. Meta, pg.262). The reason that Venus was called this relates back to the temples in Eryx, while there also many more names for Venus within the roman religion and most of this comes from the early stages of the Roman empire, since Ovid had written these stories in that Roman period under the first Roman emperor Augustus, the need to include Venus would be in high regard since with Augustus being the adoptive son of Julius Caesar who was said to be a descendant of Venus (Suetonius, Lives of the Twelve Caesars, pg.43). With this link, when Venus is talking to her son cupid about expanding her empire (Ovid. Meta, pg.264) this can be in context to the expanding the Roman empire as well since Venus was depicted as one of the main patrons of Rome under the Julio-Claudian emperors (Bąkowska-Czerner and Bodzek, 2017, pg.14). In the Roman religion Venus was also one of the Olympians along with Ceres and her domain was Love, however the way in which Venus is depicted is in different forms such as Venus Victrix, which translates to Venus of Victory, this was one of the forms that can be found on coins with Venus being depicted as holding the goddess of victory, Victoria on her hand (see image 1). With the Metamorphoses including Cupid in the story of Proserpina (Ovid. Meta, pg.263) this can link to just how powerful the gods of love truly are since Venus talks about how some of the goddesses forsake her domain by remaining celibate (Ovid. Meta, pg.265). With this it shows that while Venus rules over the domain of love she does not have much control over who is affected by it, but her son is able to gain some control over the force of love and inflict it upon other people and Gods such as with Venus suggesting but also telling her son Cupid to shoot the God Pluto to make him fall in love with Proserpina (Ovid. Meta, pg.265). This marks the beginning of the Metamorphoses and comparing it to the Fasti can be seen as a slight insight into how the god of the underworld falls in love with Proserpina. 

[bookmark: _Int_l9lKkSvr]Looking into a variation of which deity had told Ceres about her daughter being taken. In each version that Ovid had composed there are two different deities that were used in the telling of ceres the location of her daughter, in Ovid’s Metamorphosis the deity that tells Ceres is a Nereid called Arethusa (Ovid. Meta, pg.273). While in Ovid’s Fasti the deity that tells Ceres what happened to her daughter is in the translation was the Sun (Ovid. Fasti, pg.231) but with the roman name for the sun god is Sol which can be translated to as ‘the Sun’ so it can be interpreted that Sol is the one that told Ceres about the happenings of Proserpina. Looking into the Metamorphoses first with the sort of deity that Arethusa is. Arethusa is one of the Nereids. The Nereids were considered minor gods of the sea and there was fifty of them in total. While they did not have control over the any part of the waters, they were connected to the life of the waters they lived in thus this would make them into immortal but very minor deities. Now looking into the Fasti Sol was the god of the sun itself and was the one controlling the chariot that pulled the sun along the sky. While he was considered a minor god, he was also sometimes considered in joint with the god Apollo in the more modern period since apollo is considered the god of sunlight. Looking into the fasti and how he tells ceres about the disappearance of Proserpina and who is responsible (Ovid. Fasti, pg.231) With the roles that Sol plays while is only a small section, is especially important to the story since in this section of the Fasti Ceres is wandering in the night and is begging the stars for the whereabouts of her daughter, but it was Helice the nymph who tells her to ask Sol since if the stars do not know what happened in the night then the sun will have seen it during the day (Ovid. Fasti, pg.231). Then he does bestow the knowledge of what happened upon her. This is important since this knowledge then leads to Ceres going to Jupiter the king of the Gods to make a deal of half the year Proserpina is with her and the other half is down in the underworld (Ovid. Fasti, pg.223). Looking into the roles that the Nereid Arethusa plays in the Metamorphoses is that she plays a more pleading helper since when she approaches Ceres is when she is begging her to stop the mistreatment of the land and in that she talks about her traveling through the river Styx after the earth had cracked open before her, and she tells Ceres that she saw Proserpina in the underworld (Ovid. Meta, pg.273). This is a pivotal moment in the story since for half the year Ceres has travelled the earth searching and with this information that Arethusa has given her, Ceres then goes to Jupiter, which is familiar to the Fasti, and beseech Jupiter to let her daughter leave the underworld. (Ovid. Meta, pg.275).

To Summarise the Gods in both the works of the Metamorphoses and the Fasti. There are variations for the different stories in which Gods play the roles they do such as the love deities Venus and Cupid being involved in the beginning of the Metamorphoses and Venus wanting to explain her own domain into that of the underworld with Pluto. And with Fasti having the sun god Sol be the teller of the news to Ceres that Proserpina be in the underworld after having been kidnapped by Pluto. However, there are some gods that do stay the same such as the key character of Ceres being the one stuck with grief and leaving the domain of her power to suffer from her neglected. To Conclude, the two stories while they do have some variation of the gods and their roles in the story, they also share similarities of the gods and the powers they display. 
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