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In the digital learning age, learners have received several advantages to collaborating with other peers and learning in a shared environment. Furthermore, with the use of online tools, and video conferencing the learners have accessed the materials from their own places and prepared themselves for the higher education degree as well. In this context, this study has shed light on analysing the ways for preparing for higher education and the importance of digital learning for individual learners. Besides this, the factors that contribute to becoming a good team player along with the benefit of academic integrity have also been reflected in this paper. 
[bookmark: _Toc140754532]Analysing the Way to Prepare for higher education using Borton’s Reflective Tool 
The higher education degree for individual learners is considered essential because it prepared learners to facilitate career growth more effectively. However, there are observed several issues including the lack of ideas about online classes and accessing the right study materials has created problems for the learners. In this context, the application of “Borton’s reflective tool” is seen as essential to identify own strength and weak areas and adding trigger question that helps to promote the learning experience. As stated by Grimmer (2022, p.2), Borton’s “what, so what and now what” teaching model has developed to illustrate the role of the experiential learning process and provide recommendations to solve these issues as well. Thus, the utilisation of these models has also created better scope for me to design a better schedule on which I can prepare myself for higher education.
“What?”
The educational institutes for their higher education degree have provided us with a large number of study materials and a list of chapters that are required to finish before each semester. However, the shift from offline classes to online classes has created problems for many learners (Leo et al., 2021, p.204). I have also faced difficulties to join the classes and access the proper materials due to a lack of knowledge of my technical skills. Therefore, it can be required to identify what areas need to be an improvement and focus on those to get a higher education degree with good marks.
“So what?”
A focus on achieving good marks on the examination, I have decided to use online tools for the study including “Goconqr”, and “Evernote” to search for the required study materials (SM) (Urbanest, 2023). Besides this, in the UK, digital learning and online classes become the most common factor but due to my technical skills and research skill, I am unable to find the proper SM associated with my study.
“Now What?”
After analysing all of these issues and challenges, I have decided to join technical courses and take ideas from YouTube videos to enhance my potentialities for preparing myself for higher education in a better way. 
[bookmark: _Toc140754533]Importance of digital learning with video presentation
Digital tools and platforms have become an integral part of today’s age that allows individual learners to empower with a mindset and capabilities in terms of achieving success in the present and future. Moreover, these online tools create better scope for learners to have more control over their education and be more accountable for their progress as well. As commented by Anthonysamy, Koo and Hew (2021, p.29), the rise of digital learning (DL) and the prevalence of affordable devices have made young adults to focus on everything such as communication, collaboration and multiple sources of information. Therefore, the improvement of career development has relied on the DL process which has also allowed the educational institutions to track and monitor the student’s progress. Besides this, the use of these e-learning tools helps the learners including me to design learning schedules concerning with own needs and requirements. The key benefit of this has mainly included the learners by addressing their own weak points have participated in the online courses from their own places. Therefore, this saves valuable time and is seen as a cost-effective process for individual learners to improve their career performance in a more effective way.
Other than this, instead of attending offline class, online classes are seen as much more convenient and flexible and allow balancing the learning schedules. Based on the views of Kulal and Nayak (2020, p.286), technical advancement and the student's demand for online classes have compelled educational institutes to focus on this and improvise their learning process. The main reasons behind the demand are that the learners enjoy a more flexible approach and reduce the cost of the degree for easily developed career growth. Additionally, compared to the traditional research method, searching on the internet to collect information increased access to different sources that resulted in enhancing the knowledge of the learners. The learners can also receive ideas about the necessary courses which benefited them to enhance their skills and achieve career goals as well. Therefore, knowledge about internet searching, using e-learning platforms and attending lectures online can open a better pathway to become more engaged with their study and accelerate their career performance. 
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Figure 1: “Mind map”
(Source: Created by author)
The mind map for personal development provides an effective way to sort ideas, thoughts and concepts for personal development. However, there are observed several things that can affect the personal development process such as the values and beliefs of a person. The perspectives of an individual have differed from one another and communication as well as way of thinking can fetch different impacts on learning something for career improvement. As commented by Wang (2019, p.992), a mind map is the expression of divergent thinking and the natural function of human thinking that makes thinking clear for an individual. In this context, I have completed my undergraduate degree in business management and aim to join as a marketing professional in the future. Thus, this mind map has created better scope for me to plan a career schedule by which I have earned success in future. Besides this, to improve myself as a digital learning professional I like to attend the digital marketing promotional campaign and watch motivational videos on YouTube to enhance my potential. 
Additionally, becoming a marketing professional there can be required familiarity with learning technology, a good principle of professionalism and handling the latest technology and tools. Contrarily, Silber‐Varod, Eshet‐Alkalai and Geri (2019, p. 1) have opined that communication, creativity, critical thinking and problem-solving skills are required as a marketing professional in today’s business environment. Therefore, the maintenance of ethics and values has made me to become punctual in attending classes and improving all these skills including creative thinking skills and time management skills. In this context, “belbin's team role theory” has helped me to develop my insights about the perspectives of the individuals in a team. Thus, the enhancement of my skills and application of this theory enables me to manage a team and progress my career in a more effective way
[bookmark: _Toc140754535]Importance of academic integrity 
“Academic integrity” is considered beneficial that allows students to develop new ideas and creative works as well as avoid misconduct in a fair, timely and transparent manner. As stated by Perkins (2023, p. 2), basically “academic integrity” is considered the expectation that the teachers, learners and all the members of the academic community have acted with honesty, trust, fair and responsibility. There are observed different ways to maintain this such as developing good academic practices so that all the learners have tried to do their own assignments and projects on the basis of their own understandings. Gradually, it is important to make clear the student’s policies to improve their commitment to prevent the chance of plagiarism and other forms of dishonesty. De Lima et al. (2020, p.2) have opined that, in the higher educational degree, some learners have copied the projects from different sources which resulted in decreasing their skills and knowledge. 
The other thing is that this academic misconduct disrespects the work of others which fetch a negative impact on the lifelong learning process. Thus, to make the learners capable to do their own projects educational institutes can use different tools including “copy leaks”, and “iThenticate” to identify the similarities and dissimilarities (Getapp, 2023). Besides this, encouraging the learners to do more authentic citations and improving their understanding of learning modules can help to maintain academic integrity. As stated by Arwendria et al. (2019, p.522), the best way to address the problem of plagiarism is to improvise the educational policies combined with authentic pedagogy. Therefore, the maintenance of academic integrity and eagerness to conduct their own work can help individual learners to improve their careers in a more positive way. 
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Based on the above discussion, it can be concluded that to pursue a higher degree digital learning skills along with the understanding of the learning module is considered important. However, the learners including me have faced several problems to use the e-learning platforms due to the lack of technical skills. The plagiarism issues have also created problems that decreased the chance of enhancing the creativity skills of the learners. Therefore, it can be required to take online courses and engage with the classes to accelerate career performance in a more efficient way.  


[bookmark: _Toc140754537]References
Anthonysamy, L., Koo, A.C. and Hew, S.H., (2021). Investigating self-regulated learning strategies for digital learning relevancy. Malaysian Journal of Learning and Instruction (MJLI), 18(1), pp.29-64.
Arwendria, A., Effendi, M., Fauzan, A. and Darmansyah, D., (2019), January. The effectiveness of the problem-based learning-internet information literacy (PBL-IIL) model in minimizing plagiarism among students. In 1st International Conference on Innovation in Education (ICoIE 2018) (pp. 521-523). Atlantis Press.
De Lima, J.Á., Sousa, Á., Medeiros, A., Misturada, B. and Novo, C., (2021). Understanding undergraduate plagiarism in the context of students’ academic experience. Journal of Academic Ethics, pp.1-22.
Getapp, (2023). Plagiarism Checker Software.[Online]Available at: https://www.getapp.co.uk/directory/2047/plagiarism-checker/software[Accessed: 20th July 2023]
Grimmer, A., (2022). The cloverleaf model of cognitive behaviour therapy as experiential learning: implications for case formulation, therapeutic practice and practitioner development. the Cognitive Behaviour Therapist, 15, p.e11.
Kulal, A. and Nayak, A., (2020). A study on perception of teachers and students toward online classes in Dakshina Kannada and Udupi District. Asian Association of Open Universities Journal, 15(3), pp.285-296.
Leo, S., Alsharari, N.M., Abbas, J. and Alshurideh, M.T., (2021). From offline to online learning: A qualitative study of challenges and opportunities as a response to the COVID-19 pandemic in the UAE higher education context. The effect of coronavirus disease (COVID-19) on business intelligence, pp.203-217.
Perkins, M., (2023). Academic Integrity considerations of AI Large Language Models in the post-pandemic era: ChatGPT and beyond. Journal of University Teaching & Learning Practice, 20(2), p.07.
Silber‐Varod, V., Eshet‐Alkalai, Y. and Geri, N., (2019). Tracing research trends of 21st‐century learning skills. British Journal of Educational Technology, 50(6), pp.3099-3118.
Urbanest, (2023). Amazing Online Study Tools All Students Should Know About. [Online]Available at: https://uk.urbanest.com/journal/online-study-tools-for-students/ [Accessed: 20th July 2023]
Wang, L., (2019). Research on the application of the mind map in English grammar teaching. Theory and Practice in Language Studies, 9(8), pp.990-995.
4

image1.png
Difficulties in using e-learning
Enponering learners with tools

Kbowledge

Poor tine nanagenent

Challenges fon ®

Skills enhancenent

Tdentifying the use of
online tools

Henaging the e-learning
platfro:

Becoming a digital
learner
Easily access to lot of

informnation

Growing demand for digital
Tearning

Benefit of digital

Connecting with other Eainy

peers

Easily access to any
relavent information

Outcones

Self-directed Learning Develop entrpreneurship

opportunities




