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Critically evaluate an international humanitarian organisation that works within the following areas that value human dignity and human rights.
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There are many humanitarian organisations that work with regard to disaster response. Disaster Response can be defined as “the organization and management of resources and responsibilities for dealing with all humanitarian aspects of emergencies, in particular preparedness, response and recovery in order to lessen the impact of disasters.” (The International Federation of Red Cross, 2019). The main aims of response are to reduce or prevent the potential losses from the dangers that occur, to present suitable assistance to those who need it and to gain and assure prompt and appropriate assistance to victims when necessary and to accomplish a quick recovery from the issues presented. The International Committee of the Red Cross are one of the humanitarian organisations that assist countries and those in need after disasters have occurred. However, due to the high amounts of help that they provide there can be question to how they get funding for the application of this help and where they spend it. 
The International federation of the Red Cross’ main mission is to ensure humanitarian protection and assistance for victims of war and armed violence. They provide rapid care due to the fact that emergencies are unpredictable, meaning deployment of services is enormously important. They are an independent and neutral organisation which bases its work on the Geneva Convention (1949) which then responds to emergencies and encourages the application of international humanitarian into national law. 
Some of the activities they provide help for include addressing sexual violence, helping detainees, health issues, restoring family links, enabling people with disabilities and water and habitat. In 2017 it can be seen that 35.8 million people saw their access to water and sanitation improved and 7.8 million people were provided with food and 5.4 million with other essential household items. This is a huge amount of assistance regarding health services. Additionally, 370 hospitals were supported, and 136,394 surgeries were performed which allows for additional help to those in need. When looking at the number of detainees helped it can be seen 940,326 detainees were visited in 1,437 places of detention. Finally, 777,261 phone and video calls were made between separated family members (ICRC, 2017). When looking at these contributions, it can be seen that there will be a huge volume of finances used to assist. 
Funding for the ICRC comes from voluntary contributions from the States party to the Geneva Conventions, Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, supranational organizations and public and private donors. The ICRC launches appeals each year to cover the projected costs throughout the field and at the headquarters. 
However, there are some issues that arrive with the funding aspects of the Red Cross.
The International committee of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Movements show complexity as they are non-governmental organizations, so they are not in line with the concept of national government organisations. They have a close relationship to the application of International Humanitarian Law and their neutral policy separates them from efficient humanitarian system. It is seen that in 2005, with regard to tsunami victims, they were the largest receivers of aid at $2.18 billion and taking out the tsunami funding, they humanitarian organisation is seen to gain $1 billion. However, there are issues regarding the efficiency of the financial aspects. Due to the organisation being owned by multiple parties and in several countries around the world, it adds question to the accountability and decisions for where the funding is distributed (Walker & Pepper, 2007).
But the ICRC accounts for all the funding which they receive. In an article published on the 28th of November 2017, the organisation asked donors for more than 2 billion Swiss Francs to fund the operations set for 2018. They gave information that this would be used to assist and protect millions of people affected by conflict and violence (ICRC, 2017). It suggests that the appeal, will show an 11.6% increase in the ICRC's field budget, allowing for the organization to continue responding to the most urgent needs such as in Syria, Iraq, South Sudan, DR Congo and Yemen. They additionally mention that they call on donors to support the ICRC's response to unexpected emergencies and long-term needs within communities and that the funding received will have flexibility to allow for the delivery of aid based on need. This is a positive aspect of the organisation as although they receive a large amount of contributions, they spread the funding to those who are most in need first and then work their way down the spectrum, but they are upholding their principles of working with those who are in conflict.
Additionally, a positive aspect can be seen regarding the funding for the Red Cross in a report published regarding the appeals. The appeals overview (ICRC, 2017) shows huge support for where the funding will contribute within certain areas. Within the budget for the appeals, there would be £1798.3 Million spread across the field. They produce figures concerning the geographical region which allows for donations to be spread to a vast amount of countries. As well as this, they also provide a graph signifying where the most money will be focused within each programme. It shows that the highest amount of funding will be spent within the aspect of assistance at £1187.9 million and the lowest at £15.5 million spent generally. This supports that the humanitarian organisation looks at disaster response by responding to those who are in more need and spreading the costs as needed.
In contrast, it can be seen that initially the organisation received funding from donations, fundraising and from government funding. However, there was no legal provision which forces governments and national societies to donate to the establishment and therefore they must ensure that they have a clear structure of making individuals aware of what the donations would be used for in order to gain contributions (Willemin, Heacock & Freymond, 1984). 
This could cause problems regarding gaining funds to help with operations as there is no clear structure in gaining support. However, in 1974 the fundraising policy was reinforced which allows for a responsible way of handling the financial aspects of gaining donations.
Furthermore, when looking at the international committees of the Red Cross’ response to disaster across the world, they help a wide variety of issues. Recently, Cyclone Idai flooded areas including Mozambique, Zimbabwe and Malawi leaving devastation. The ICRC have provided information regarding how they are helping with these implications. As well as helping by sending water, livelihoods and health specialists to assess and address their immediate needs the organisation also assists with looking for missing people. They have provided a website which enables individuals to look or report themselves as “safe” which allows for the donations of money to go to causes in which they are needed instead of being used on issues which can be resolved in other ways. With this assistance, they were able to provide donations of medical and surgical items which serves over 325,000 people (ICRC, 2019). This additionally shows that funding is used logically and is spread out to the most needed.
Looking at issues in 2004 concerning the tsunami response, the ICRC provided assistance. During the response the Red Cross received 70% of private donations to assist with the response. Additionally, they did not request official funding which allows for the finances from the government to help others (Telford & Cosgrave,2007). This is a positive as it can be seen that the Red Cross receives so much support from donations from the public and private sources that they are able to provide huge amounts of help from the support they get. However, a negative aspect of the organisation can be due to the amount of expenditure at the time of the incident the ICRC made further appeals on budget extensions for Sri Lanka and Indonesia totalling at 50 Million CFH. There can be questions to the accounts of this money. In an interview with Reto Meister (2005), he says that “own evaluations of emergency need’s during the first days after the catastrophe and allowed a realistic and planned response as part of the broader relief operation”. This shows that after using finances on helping those in need, they appealed for additional fuds to account for the further usage of their original funds. This shows that the organisation can account for the funds they spend and retrieve further funds due to the appeals they make allowing for further help, meaning they are able to apply funds across different countries who need it.
But there can still be problems seen with how all the donations from governments are used. In 1946 the organisation received 7.5 million swiss francs but 4.5 million was kept and not used until the 1950’s (Willemin, Heacock & Freymond,1984). This could be seen as a negative as if they did not need this much funding from the government, they would purely rely on donations meaning that the governments could use this on other things. Nevertheless, it could suggest that the organisation may not have needed this money and put it away for when they needed it the most, meaning this is a positive as they are using the funding they receive wisely.
In conclusion, it can be seen that the International Committee of the Red Cross is a giant humanitarian organisation which deals with a range of different incidents across the world helping different types of people including, children, women, detainees and more. Due to the vast amount of cases they assist with, the organisation receives a lot of funding privately, publicly and from the government. From researching this aspect of the group, it is seen that they allocate certain amounts of money to those who are in need the most. However, for example with the disaster in 2004 regarding the tsunami, additional funds were put towards the issue to assist, meaning they had to adapt their funding principles. They then appealed to gain further funding to apply to those who were in need, allowing for a fair distribution of finances. This suggests that the organisation can provide contributions allowing for a positive view. On the other hand, there can be issues seen with the fact that the organisation is so big that distributing the money in terms of need could be controversial and much thought would be put into this.
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