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Assignment Title:  Give a critical response to the following question: If the Basque model were to be adopted in Wales what changes would need to be implemented to the teaching of Welsh in the English medium sector?
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The Basque Model is a language taught in schools within Spain and France.  The model has three types of schools. Model school A is where children are taught Basque for approximately three hours a week, model B is where school teaches 30/40% of its lessons in Basque and then model D which is the favoured model as it teaches in Basque.  If Wales were to adopt this approach within the education for teaching Welsh certain aspects would need to be considered beforehand.  Within the Basque region 33.9% of people speak Basque where looking at Wales there is only 11% of people that speak Welsh fluently, this is according to the Welsh language use in Wales (2015).  This an important statistic as this means that people who live in the Basque country can speak their own language and in Wales the number of speakers are incredibly low, so looking at this model in the future we can adapt change certain aspects to suit Wales.  There is more of a push to teach Basque than there is to teach Welsh as there is more support from teachers and parents and the Basque language is compulsory where the Welsh language has only been a compulsory subject to take an exam in for the last five or more years although there has been a massive change in last few years to encourage children and teachers in school to learn Welsh.  There is also more of push from parents living in the Basque region for their child to speaks Basque.  While parents living in Wales are not pushing for the Welsh to be taught in schools as much as they seem afraid that they will not be able to help and support their child through school as they do not speak Welsh themselves this is discussed by (Bayram, Berrett and McVay (2019).
There is emphasis within the Basque model D school to learn grammar whereas in Wales there is not such as push for the grammar aspect of learning.  In the model, D school the children are taught in Basque and they focus on English more than they do Spanish as it is thought that their Spanish should be at a high level as there is Spanish in their daily life.  Where if you look at this model in adopted in Wales it would be harder to implement as children speak English and not many know any Welsh or another language which will make it harder for children to learn.  

Looking at the teacher training in if implementing the Basque model in Wales there needs to be focus on how it would affect teachers and the training of teacher within Wales.  In the report The Basque Educational
System: from the lack of data to Diagnostic Assessment Sierra (2017) states “teachers are able to go on a three-year training to learn to speak Basque” although if this method was adopted in Wales in would cost the government a lot of money and take a very long time to actually put into practice.  There are similar methods in Wales were by teacher can go on a course to learn to speak Welsh for anything from a term to year depending on funding the school would allowed to use.  
The Basque Region in Spain are a very wealthy so their government has the money to use to prompt Basque more.  While if the government were to spend more money on the Welsh Language then there would need to be cuts to other areas of spending so something will then start suffer as result so there needs to be focus on what they can do with the money that they have to use. (Cenoz, 2008)
Where in Wales the investment for the Welsh Language is not yet more important than other areas, although over the last few years the emphasis on the Welsh Language has been pushed more into school. Estyn (2013) found “practitioners’ access to Welsh training in many settings is very limited, often due to difficulties in releasing staff to attend”.  Also, the cost of paying teachers outside the work week hours can prove difficult in smaller local schools as they need to find a supply teacher and then also pay for the supply as well as the teacher who is away on the course.  In comparison to the Basque model being put into Wales the course for teacher to learn the language within the Basque region is a compulsory aspect of their job, whereas in Wales it is encouraged but a legal requirement that you need to have.  If this requirement came into place in Wales then the teacher would feel more confident in the language and use it more when teaching.  In the Basque Region, (Hopwood et al., 2018) that the “funding for all teachers in funded by the government and come from the central pot” in Wales the government has offered to pay for 55 days of the 11-week course that they 

offer for teacher to learn Welsh this according to the Estyn Report (2013).  The Basque Region in very supportive of the Basque Language and have generic format the schools follow whereas in Wales it is down to the Local Education Authority (LEA) to set standards it has been found by Welsh Government (2010) “that the Welsh language is more prominent in the North and West of Wales than that of the South and East” this due to the fact they are more rural areas than the south as in the south there is a city and major town where other languages are spoken such as Polish or Romania.  Looking into the future with the new curriculum coming into place called ‘Successful Future’ created by Professor Graham Donaldson there is more emphasis on the Welsh Language as he believes it gives people a sense of identify and purpose to the be proud of their country and culture that surrounds it, Donaldson (2015) said in his successful futures document that “children to be ethical, informed citizens who feel a sense of identity and purpose”.  This is supported by evidence from Rhieni dros Addysg Gymraeg (RhAG) believes firmly that bilingualism can be a real benefit which supports others learning and in future will open doors for children as they move from school to the workplace. (Pearce, 2019)
Pedagogy/Teaching methods with the Basque model there is more of focus on teaching grammar within the lessons but in Wales grammar is not a focus point which can lead to problems when learning language as there is need to understand the grammar in order to understand the language this is supported by Professor Benny Lewis (2014) as he stated “Grammar makes sense only if you’ve been exposed to the language for a reasonable length of time”.  With the Basque model, there is more are schools for adults to go to which are completely funded by the government for help to learn the Basque language this called Re-Basification of adults.  As in Wales we offer similar although there is not specific building to go it would just be in school, there is a cost and the government do not offer to pay or help and it also not convenient for people as it is outside work hours and they just do not have time to attend.  The government would need to changed aspects of the workplace to help people learn the Welsh Language.  Assessment within the 

Basque region is certified language exam and is compulsory to sit whereas in Wales it has only been compulsory in the last 4/5 years to sit the Welsh Language exam.  There are two level of Basque when children leave school level 1 and 2 these levels restrict future job applications within the Basque region so it therefore pushes children in that area to have the Basque Language.  Also, when children leave school at 18 years old and they apply for jobs in the Basque Region there is bar for certain jobs such nurses, doctors, police, teachers etc. if children would like to do some of these jobs they need to have the highest level Basque qualification which is university level, this will restrict children if they are really bright but do not want to learn Basque then they are limited to what job they could possibly have.  Looking at Wales if this idea was adopted and put into practice, the government would need to be careful as it will make children learn Welsh if theory would like to do certain jobs but then on other hand it could discourage children who want to jobs but cannot as they do not have the Welsh Language certificate to say they can speak Welsh.  There is also a political aspect of this as the Basque region are wealthier than Wales and they want to become independent from Spain as there has been riots in that area of Spain, is the Basque model just making children learn Basque and English to separate themselves from Spain to gain independence which could work for them as they are wealthy.  Whereas in Wales there is no way Wales could stand alone as an independent country which needs to be considered.  If the welsh language was put into place there needs to be a focus on separating from the UK like some political parties want in Wales.  Such as Plaid Cymru - Party for Wales (2018) who states on the manifesto 
“The party wants more funding found to ensure more teachers and assistants can use the language in the classroom”.  But the party is pushing for independence which mean they could use the Welsh Language to gain independence. 
In conclusion to the Basque model being introduced in Wales some aspects such as the certification of the Welsh language, the course to be offered for teaching although depending on funding would be beneficial to Wales as a 

country in the future.  The aspect of requirements for certain jobs is good but can seen as negative as it could discourage children in the future, moving on with the new curriculum in Wales ‘Successful Futures’ this can help improve the learning of the Welsh Language as it is very important part of the curriculum which is compulsory and involved more within the school life.  The Basque report states that “embraces an	understanding of developing plurilingualism as a culturally and socially enriching process where	 languages interrelate”.  Which supports Donaldson’s new curriculum where is want children to have sense of identity and know their culture.	
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STUDENT FEEDBACK FORM

This section details the extent to which the assessment criteria are demonstrated by you, which in tum determines
your mark. The marks available for each category of skill are shown. Lecturers will use the space provided to
comment on the achievement of the task(s), including those areas in which you have performed well and areas that

would benefit from development/improvement.

Generic Assessment Criteria

Marks
available

Marks
‘awarded

1. Engagement with Literature Skills.

2. Knowledge and Understanding Skills

3. Cognitive and Intellectual Skills

4. Practical Application Skills

5. Transferable Skills for Life and Professional Practice
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Prifysgol Cymru

Y Drindod Dewi Sant
University of Wales
Trinity Saint David

APPENDIX GA36b

LEVEL 5 ASSESSMENT SPECIFICATION

Student name: Student ID number:
Programme: BA Primary Education with QTS
Module: Yr laith ar Daith 2

Contribution to | 40%

Module code: ECAD5002C Overall Module
Assessment (%):
Lecturer: Diane Thomas Internal Verifier: Diane Thomas

Assignment Title: | Give a critical response to |Word count (or | 1600 words
the following question: equivalent):

If the Basque model were to
be adopted in Wales what
changes would need to be
implemented to the teacl
of Welsh in the E
medium sector?

71119 (23:59) Return date of | 4/2/19
marks
& written feedback:

All written assessments, where practical and possible, must be submitted via

Submls_slun Turnitin unless otherwise instructed by the Lecturer. (Please DO NOT put this
method: P Y P Pt p
assessment specification into Turnitin or it will match many similarities with
other students’ submissions.)
Alternative submission method (if applicable):
Late submission of the assessment will result in a late penalty mark.
Penalties for late submission: Up to one week late, maximum mark of 40%.
Over one week late, 0%. Only the Extenuating Circumstances Panel may
approve a change to submission dates.
Academic Academic honesty is required. In the main body of your submission you must
honesty / give credit to authors on whose research and ideas your work is based.
referencing: Append to your submission a reference list that indicates the books, articles,

etc. that you have used, cited or quoted in order to complete this assessment.
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Module Learning Outcomes
(from module syllabus)

1. Communicate in Welsh orally, read and write according to their linguistic
achievements and demonstrate development from their previous level.

2. Evaluate a number of methodologies of teaching an additional language.
3. Critically examine the relationship of the Welsh language / Welsh as a Second

Language curriculum within the Foundation Phase and Key Stage 2 with the whole
curriculum, including the Curriculum Cymreig.

TASK DESCRIPTION

Title: Give a critical response to the following question:

If the Basque model were to be adopted in Wales what changes would need to be
implemented to the teaching of Welsh in the English-medium sector?

Word count: 1600 words.

This assignment requires you to respond critically to an article that will be shared with you during
the year. You will need to demonstrate your understanding of the teaching of Welsh in the English-
medium sector.

Suggested structure:
Introduction: Set the context, indicate what you intend to discuss.

Main body: Consider the Basque model and if it were to be adopted in Wales what changes
would need to be implemented to the teaching of Welsh in the English- medium sector. What do
you see as the benefits and limitations? Use reading and your own experiences to justify points
made.

Conclusion: Bring together your main points and make recommendations (drawn from your main
points) for those involved in education in Wales related to the teaching of Welsh in the English-
medium sector.
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GUIDANCE FOR STUDENTS IN THE COMPLETION OF
TASKS

NOTE: The guidance offered below is linked to the five generic assessment criteria overleaf.

1. Engagement with Literature Skills

Your work must be informed and supported by scholarly material that is relevant to and focused on the
task(s) set. You should provide evidence that you have accessed an appropriate range of sources, which
may be academic, governmental and industrial; these sources may include academic journal articles,
textbooks, current news articles, organisational documents, and websites. You should consider the
credibility of your sources; academic journals are normally highly credible sources while websites require
careful consideration/selection and should be used sparingly. Any sources you use should be current and
up-to-date, mostly published within the last five years or so, though seminal/important works in the field
may be older. You must provide evidence of your research/own reading throughout your work, using a
suitable referencing system, including in-text citations in the main body of your work and a reference list at
the end of your work.

Guidance specific to this assessment:

Use the essential and recommended readings on language teaching and learning provided in the
Module Handbook and apply these to your discussions. You might also use other relevant sources
independently. Welsh Government or Estyn documentation and publications in relation to the
teaching of Welsh in the English-medium sector would also be useful. Make sure you reference by
following the UWTSD Harvard Referencing Guide to reference material.

2. Knowledge and Understanding Skills

At level 5, you should be able to demonstrate: sound knowledge and critical understanding of the well-
established concepts and principles of the subject area and the way in which those principles have
developed; knowledge of the main methods of enquiry in the discipline. Knowledge relates to the facts,
information and skills you have acquired through your leaming. You demonstrate your understanding by
interpreting the meaning of the facts and information (knowledge). This means that you need to select and
include in your work the concepts, techniques, models, theories, etc. appropriate to the task(s) set. You
should be able to explain the theories, concepts, etc. meaningfully to show your understanding. Your
mark/grade will also depend upon the extent to which you demonstrate your knowledge and understanding.

Guidance specific to this assessment:

The essay should demonstrate your knowledge and understanding of the debates that exist around
the teaching of Welsh in English-medium schools. You will also need to demonstrate knowledge
and understanding of the different approaches and methods used in language teaching. Awareness
and understanding of how the curriculum is evolving in Wales and consideration of how this might
have implications for the teaching of Welsh in the English-medium sector should also be
demonstrated.

3. Cognitive and Intellectual Skills

You should be able to critically analyse information, and propose solutions to problems arising from that
analysis, including the critical evaluation of the appropriateness of different approaches to solving
problems. Your work must contain evidence of logical, analytical thinking, evaluation and synthesis. For
example, to examine and break information down into parts, make inferences, compile, compare and
contrast information. This means not just describing what! But also justifying: Why? How? When? Who?
Where? At what cost? At all times, you must provide justification/evidence for your arguments and
judgements. Evidence that you have reflected upon the ideas of others within the subject area is crucial to
you providing a reasoned and informed debate within your work. Furthermore, you should provide
evidence that you are able to make sound judgements and convincing arguments using data and concepts,
with an understanding of the limits of knowledge, and how this influences analyses and interpretations.
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Sound, valid conclusions are necessary and must be derived from the content of your work. Where
relevant, alternative solutions and recommendations may be proposed.

Guidance specific to this assessment:

Your essay should show that you understand some of the arguments/debates/issues that occur or
may occur around the teaching of Welsh in the English-medium sector. Points made should be
justified through reference to reading and/or experience. You should reach conclusions about what
changes would need to be implemented and these conclusions should be developed into
recommendations for those involved in education in Wales.

4. Practical Skills

At level 5, you should be able to use/deploy a range of established techniques within the discipline, and
apply underlying concepts and principles outside the context in which they were first studied, including,
where appropriate, the application of those principles in an employment context. You should be able to
demonstrate how the subject-related concepts and ideas relate to real world situations and/or a particular
context. How do they work in practice? You will deploy models, methods, techniques, and/or theories, in
that context, to assess current situations, perhaps to formulate plans or solutions to solve problems, or to
create artefacts, some of which may be creative. This is likely to involve, for instance, the use of real world
artefacts, examples and cases, the application of a model within an organisation and/or benchmarking one
theory or organisation against others based on stated criteria. You should show awareness of the
limitations of concepts and theories when applied in particular contexts.

Guidance specific to this assessment:

You essay should demonstrate the application of theory to practice based on professional teaching
experiences and/or reading around the teaching of Welsh in the English-medium sector. You could
include examples of practice on the teaching of Welsh in the English-medium sector e.g. as
identified by Estyn. You should also explore the curriculum at present and be able to identify areas
for further development.

5. Transferable Skills for Life and Professional Practice

Your work must provide evidence of the qualities and transferable skills necessary for employment
requiring the exercise of personal responsibility and decision-making. This includes demonstrating:
professional development to advance existing skills and acquire new competences that will enable you to
assume significant responsibility within organisations; that you can initiate and complete tasks and
procedures, whether individually and/or collaboratively; that you can use appropriate media to effectively
communicate information, arguments and analysis in a variety of forms to specialist and non-specialist
audiences; fluency of expression; clarity and effectiveness in presentation and organisation. Work should
be coherent and well-structured in presentation and organisation.

Guidance specific to this assessment:

You should show that you are able to present your own points, thoughts and reflections in a
coherent and clear written assignment which is well presented and well written. As a possible
future teacher you should ensure that work is grammatically correct, with professional, precise and
accurate use of language.
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