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Introduction
The burial site of the “Rich Athenian Lady” shows an abundance of spoils and grave goods reflecting her, and her family’s, extensive wealth. The name given to the woman is “Gene Arriphronos” linking her as the wife of the 9th-century ruler Arriphron (Goldstream, 1995), as well as he likely status as part of the pentakosiomedimnoi. Within the image can be seen the vast amounts of varying grave goods, including larger items and small finds, including a multitude of amphoras and other pottery, as well as carefully crafted jewelry. The image shows she sheer size of her burial plot, and its proximity to other features of the land, such as the cistern. It also shows the likely position of the body, in the middle of the lower section, likely the pottery that holds her cremated remains, surrounded by grave goods. The image is useful in our understanding of the Rich Lady and can assist us in contextualising and understanding not only her social position, but wider aspects of the aesthetic and ritual practices that were fundamental to elite burials during the Late Geometric Period in Athens.

Major Vases & Pottery
[bookmark: _Int_425LJSTK][bookmark: _Int_DIGgQnmV]The site map shows multiple large vases, visible both on the birds-eye view as well as the representations of the buried pottery and their accompanying items. The pottery that remains is of the highest quality, the most notable of them being her cremation amphora, and chest. Both are fine examples of the very best craftsmanship of the Late Geometric period, the creator (likely to be the same for both) being celebrated as “exceptionally talented and adventurous” (Goldstream, 1995). Similarly, the use of a belly-handled amphora such as this, as opposed to the more modest and common shoulder-handled one, implies the burial of the highest aristocracy, as they were a lot more monumental than their higher handled counterparts. The intact grave goods such as the amphora and other items becomes more impressive when the fact that the area was heavily plundered. The designs on the pottery depicted in the image display patterns and potentially figures. Much of Athenian and wider Greek pottery reflect religious and social expectations and rituals, through the depictions of mythological scenes and daily life, similar to the earlier Aegean larnax. The amphora and chest may not only be functional items, but also reflect status and wealth. Goldsmith states the smaller chest, a pyxis, described by Goldsmith as the “most fantastic pyxis ever devised”. Similar, plainer chests with plain lids had been found from the Late Protogeometric period, all in burials of women. This pyxis however, was an example of what would have been a modern technique of decorating the lids with symbols and sculptures appropriate to the user’s status. Through the chest it can be said with reasonable certainty that the family belonging to the woman was part of the pentakosiomednoi, with her presumed wealth being in land and farming for food and grain. This class was the very highest aristocracy in Athens, their land being able to produce at least five hundred measures of grain each year from their estate(s). The pyxis, thought to potentially be a jewelry box, has five neat sculptures on the top, thought to represent granaries, as well as the burial containing a small (30cm) granary sculpture. 

Small Finds
The smaller finds and jewelry found in the Rich Lady’s grave hint at the fruits of her wealth and a wider communication and connection with the Aegean and beyond. In particular, the grave goods, despite the smaller finds not being apparent within the image, consisted of a faience necklace, multiple gold rings, and a pair of earrings; as well as the first examples of seals in the Athenian world. Most impressively, the necklace featured a thousand faience disk beads of the classic pale green colour, as well as a large Pheonician bead of variegated glass. This necklace, in addition to the other jewelry, suggests copious amounts of imported goods from the Eastern Mediterranean, as well as the family’s ability to afford the custom work of the most elaborate artisans, further illustrating their wealth and status. As well as this, a highly sophisticated and decorated pair of gold earrings were found, in addition to 6 finger rings of varying designs and patterns. Within the grave goods were the first examples of seals, the first made in Greece since the Mycenean period (Goldstream, 1995). The combination of both decorative and fictional items by way of the major vases and pottery, to the small finds and jewelry and seals reflect her standing within society, and add a personal element to her burial, reflecting the likely practice of burying personal items and artefacts illustrate the Athenian belief that death is a physical process, and that ‘life’ does not end at the death of a person, as these items may have been believed to be required by the individual after death.

Conclusion
[bookmark: _Int_RlAimLsH][bookmark: _Int_iEnZZpAy]The image is hugely useful in the understanding of the placement of the site itself in relation to other landmarks, such as the cistern, as well as the placement of grave goods. It can be used as a tool to assist in the wider discussion and knowledge of funerary practices, rituals and beliefs held in Greece, as well as the wider Aegean through the imported goods it holds. However, the image fails to adequately convey the significance of the site itself, as well as the individual buried there. It does not clearly communicate where and in which object the remains actually lay, to my understanding, and also does not show the importance and intricacies of each object. Nevertheless, considering it is an archeological reference of placement, it is not expected to convey the full extent of the findings in detail, only the number and position. It still serves as an important reference point regarding Late Geometric burial customs and rituals, only its full significance does not come to light without a fairly extensive previous understanding of Greek culture and archaeological knowledge. 
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