


[bookmark: _Hlk5107458]Education policy has altered over recent years and multilingualism is presently advocated with the aim of letting all children have access to effective and meaningful teaching (Scheepers, 2006). According to Tokuhama-Espinosa (2003), multilingualism is a world-wide spectacle with at least half of the population being multilingual. He refers to multilingualism as knowledge of two or additional languages. About half a million persons in Wales communicate in Welsh - almost 20% of the residents. Most people existing in Wales can speak English, making Wales a bilingual nation.

Dicker (2005) suggests that teaching and learning occurs through language, yet it is mostly language that acts as a barrier to learning, making it difficult for teachers to guide learners to understanding (Foundation Phase for All, 2018). Research conducted by Foundation Phase for All (2018), established that it is best for beginners to develop reading and writing skills in their strongest backgrounds (home language) to be able to transmit skills to an additional language.

The following essay will explore the benefits of multilingualism and explain the meaning of multilingualism and how it links back to the foundation phase and curriculum cymraieg , it will also indicates how using welsh as an additional language helps with the brain development and briefly describes the meaning of  divergent thinking and how being bilingual is beneficial .

Evidently, whilst there are several successful individuals who speak a single language, several studies have shown that teaching and learning through more than one language, has many benefits to the learner. In 2009, the EU (European union) brought forward an extensive study on multilingualism, carried out in 29 countries. It found several cognitive benefits of using more than one language.  These include the skills to be able to view problems from different perspectives - surely a vital skill in a multicultural world, with the prospect that multilingualism could lead to more novel and original ways of solving issues. 

Rogers (2014) found in her study of multilingualism and its effect on education, that students in Content & Language Integrated Learning (CLIL) classes, improve at a faster rate than individuals in the achievement of language and content subjects. According to (Guilford 1967) Divergent Thinking is believed to be found in connection with creativity and he also says in his research how bilinguals are more creative and have more advantage regarding creativity to others that are not bilingual.
According to Snow (1990) studies in bilingualism show, that creativity is linked to learning a new language but that levels of creativity are not the same across all bilingual people. It seems that those with weaker bilingual skills are more creative or divergent thinkers. This is perhaps linked to the processes needed in order to become bilingual.
In Wales, Curriculum Cymreig acts as a specific feature of the national curriculum. As part of this initiative, schools in Wales are expected to include welsh themes within their teaching and learning strategies by doing things like saint David’s day concerts, welsh fork dancing and field day trips to educate children on wales in the past to present. 

The Foundation Phase commits to the curriculum cymreig by promoting children’s knowledge and understanding of their sense of Welshness and of the unique cultural identity to Wales amongst all areas of learning. It posits that children should be made aware of the different languages, sounds, tastes, images and objects that are of a fundamental part of Wales in order to have the knowledge and understanding.

The Welsh Government (2018) states it is devoted in its aimed to develop and promote the Welsh Language. As such, in Wales, it is a requirement to incorporate a Welsh language educational programme within the Foundation Phase for children between the ages of three to seven years. Within this programme, schools are expected to implement linguistic objectives e.g incorporating the Welsh language with access for all, exploring the various levels of fluency in Welsh - including accents and dialects, teaching through the medium of Welsh. 

In terms of practicality, the curriculum cymreig are taught as subjects and teachers find their own methods of teaching and their own strategies for children to develop the required skills the teachers are responsible for teaching the children to recognise the sense of belonging understanding of wales, the literature of wales and to recognise the second language as a study ,teachers promote bilingual in many different accepts such as cultural by gaining the knowledge an understanding of the culture of wales by celebrating its values ,understanding the past views of wales learning the past view and how it has altered  over the years. 	Comment by Cerimarie Jones (1806930): 

According to the Welsh Government(2018) there is a vision of increasing the number of Welsh speakers to a million by 2050, and as part of this labour are reinfource a number of work packages to make sure that both adults and children have occasions to learn Welsh and to be accessible to an openly bilingual group and empire .  In tuition in wales We often obtain the chance to learn Welsh at an early stage and also offers them with an ongoing  lust for learning for when their  grown up, and as we are aware this turns to reality and  provides them with an additional experience for their future  working life.
Williams (2003) states Recognising the different stages of fluency and its links back to English. languages are taught through activity’s that indorse irregular language regularly so many songs are sang in both English and welsh to encourage this and rhymes, colours, numbers and days and months of the week  will be brought in to everyday activities they will also do a saint David’s day concert with many welsh  songs in and welsh fork dancing ,they might even encourage children to learn the national Anthem ,Bring local celebrities in to take part in activities so then the themes  then becomes normality and even singing prays in both languages will help children to recognise the language.

schools take advantage of every opportunity to improve pupils’ multilingual skills in local areas and attractions , teachers to keep the children involved might do welsh tasting lesson where you get to taste and cook some welsh foods for e.g welsh cakes, cawl, laverbread, they might even  organise field trips to historical places of Wales so they can make it more interesting  and make it more realistic and then this will become more understanding to the children .Willams(2003)

 By visiting many changed philosophies linked to wales the children can Explore inheritance places like the Big Pit or the National Waterfront Museum,
 then if they study about Roman life in Caerleon would be an advantage, if they are learning about the Civil War then they can take advantage of Llancaiach Fawr or visit the  Norman Castle of Caerphilly so it all blends in with the theme an culture is understood  . 

In order to Discover our Welsh inheritance and show it for real exploit a visit at the National Museum of Wales or St. Fagans National History Museum will educate the children on the past then can learn about our more current nation and for them to notice the changes and appreciate them a trip to the National Assembly or the Millennium Stadium would be beneficial, and as they grow older a  resident stays to welsh attritions such as llangranog would also be beneficial so they are aware of the welsh nature and can have fun and enjoy with other students . Ball (2017)
 
Amongst educational theorists, Skinner (1938) states children engross in language through reinforcement or punishment, in other words, children collect “rewards” for consuming language in correct way. Skinner also proposed that children learn language through imitation of others.

Chomsky (1965) states that children have a natural ability to learn language called the “language acquisition device”. He notes that children learn by their own accord because they want to communicate. This means that children do not need “formal” lessons. Chomsky notes all children make the same mistakes as they are learning to speak. 

Piaget’s theory (1936) states that children learn by taking in new ideas and adding them to their existing ideas. They then adapt their ideas to accommodate the new and the old together. Piaget believes that children have to think and understand before their language appears. 

Vygotsky’s (1999) idea of language focuses on group learning and the Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD). The ZPD is where children are learning with others and it is the space between where they are in their learning and where they could be. Vygotsky’s theory demonstrates more emphasis on group learning in language development than Piaget does.
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