Using a crime activity of your choice, describe and discuss how classical criminology informs evidence-based policing. 

This essay will discuss how classical criminology informs evidence-based policing in regard to the offence of theft. The term ‘classical criminology’ means when someone decides to commit a crime on their own, it will mean they are fully responsible for their actions and choices as they make the decision to break the law by themselves (United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, 2018). The classical criminology element represents the thinking process behind committing. Crime and what actions they are going to take. Classical criminology also explores “advances the view that crime is the result of a choice made by the individual offender” (Akers & Sellers, 2013). The term ‘evidence-based policing’ means when police and criminologists assess the evidence, it helps them understand how potential offenders make their choices (College of Policing , 2023). This shows that evidence-based policing is a way in which the police try and establish the criminals thought process behind committing the crime. 

The classical criminology behind the offence of theft is that when someone commits theft, it’s because they made the choice and their main objective is to take property (Sentencing Council , 2023). This shows that when a criminal is going to steal all they think about is taking the property. Another reason why criminals commit theft is because it makes them feel good due to the release of dopamine in their brains (Mayo Clinic Staff, 2022). This shows that some criminals get a sense of reward from theft which makes them feel good about themselves. Whereas younger thieves may feel pressured by their friends or social influence to commit a crime. They make this choice based on their own thinking, and this theory says they’re responsible. It’s often seen in neighbourhoods where people have less money (Namath, 2012). In addition to this most thieves steal to get money for themselves or luxury items that they wouldn’t be able to afford as they may need to improve their financial situation (Schwartz & Kahan, 2018). This shows that criminals steal for financial gain and to obtain nice items for themselves that they wouldn’t normally be able to get. 

In contrast, some people when they are going through tough financial time and struggling to survive, may turn to stealing to meet their basic needs as they are in desperate measures (Schwartz & Kahan, 2018). This shows that in some extreme cases people may not have an option but to steal to survive and get by daily due to their financial issues with the rising cost of living. A study has shown that 89% of responders think that there will be an increase to crime due to the rising cost of living (Keybury Fire and Security, 2023). This shows there is a significant number of residents that believe there is going to be an increase in crime as more people are struggling financially. Another example would be that in England and Wales from 2021 – 2022 the reported incidents of electricity theft rose by 13% due to the energy bills reaching an all time high (Crime and investigation, 2023). This shows there was a rise within theft crimes being reported due to the costs of electricity rising, leaving many people financial in trouble. In addition to this, another way in which people think about committing a crime would be using what’s known as rational choice theory. This is when an offender is going “to make decisions about when, where and how to commit a crime, a willing criminal will use bounded rational decision-making, according to Clarke and Cornish”(Hassan & Lett 2013, p.461) An example of this for theft would be when a criminal goes to spot the location they are going to steal in, and they will look around for CCTV or anything that may obstruct them from being able to carry out the crime. This links back to evidence-based policing theories as the criminal would have used the rational choice theory in order to make his decision on going out to steal. 

Also, according to the rational choice theory, when someone steal, they make conscious decision because they think it will benefit them somehow. They intentionally choose to commit the crime, believing it will give them an advantage (Felson 2019, p.7) Cornish and Clarke (2003) designed 25 ways to prevent crime. These strategies have been put into five categories: making it harder for criminals, making it riskier for them, reducing the rewards they get, avoiding situations that triggers and taking away their justifications. By using these approaches, it can make it less likely for people to commit crimes (College of Policing, 2022). This shows that offenders are mostly out there to commit these types of crime for a reward or some gain. Lastly, another model that can be seen within this crime would be routine activities theory by Cohen and Felson (1979). For a crime to happen, three things need to come together these are, someone who wants to commit the crime, a victim, and no presence around to prevent it from happening. When these three factors come together it created the chance for a crime to happen (Purpura, 2013). Routine activities theory looks at what people normally do in their daily lives. For example, a thief may regularly walk around certain areas looking for easy targets to break into or businesses to steal from. By understanding these routines, we can understand why and where crimes happen. (Purpura 2013, p. 355). This shows the process behind the actions that officers take to try and work out a strategy to try and catch the criminals. 

There are evidence-based policing techniques that can be used to establish the actions for theft these include the hot spot strategy. This strategy is all about focusing on areas where there is a lot of crime and disorder. The idea is to make those communities safer by putting more resources and efforts into those hot spots. By doing this, we can work towards reducing crime in those specific areas and making the better places to live, this was founded by Braga Atal (Police Foundation, 2015). This will prevent criminals thinking about committing a crime if they have the sense that they may get caught. 

Another way in which we are able to prevent theft in typical areas would be to use the hot spot strategy. This is when the police focus on areas with lots of crime to make them safer and change how people see them. It is a way to prevent theft and make the community feel more secure (College of policing , 2022). The aim of this is to deter criminals from making a rational choice and committing a crime with the sense that they may be caught. Another way in which criminals would be deterred is to improve the associations between business and organisations within the area (Police Foundation, 2015). This will make the offender think before stealing from a business as there has been an active engagement with the police and the business. In addition to this, another way to reduce the amount of crime could be to install more CCTV cameras and displays signs to show people that there are cameras within the area. A study has shown that crime decreased by 13% when there was an installation of CCTV cameras compared to area without it present (IDS Security , 2022). This shows the effectiveness of the installation of CCTV and how to can reduce the amount of crime within an area. Lastly, in 2017 the co-operative conducted a study and spoke with 25 former domestic burglars in regard to the security measures that would off put them from committing a crime. 26% saw motion sensitive lighting, with 22% stating that CCTV would be enough of a deterrent to put them off (Scutum Security , 2023). This shows that CCTV is a major deterrent for anyone who is thinking of committing a crime. 

Also, another policing strategy that could be utilised would be the ‘Tripple T’ model which was founded by Lary Sherman in 2013. The three T’s stand for targeting, testing, and tracking (Support with positive and negative). This approach is all about finding where crime happens the most, trying to find out different police tactics to see what works best, and keeping track of the results (University of Cambridge , 2013). This model will deter criminals because they would see that the police are using different approaches to try and catch them or to try and prevent the crime from occurring. 

Lastly another policing model they could use would be the SARA approach. This is a step-by-step process to solve issues. The SARA model has four steps these are scanning, analysing, responding, and assessing. Scanning helps locate the issue, analysing figures out why they’re happening, responding takes actions to fix them and assessing checks if the response worked (College of Policing , 2022). For example, if there as active CCTV within the area it would prevent criminals as they do not want to be caught. The disadvantage to this would be that they would get used to where the CCTV cameras are and find other ways to avoid them. 

 There are also many disadvantages to classical criminology such as overstressing the consequence of their behaviour. Due to the likelihood of them being captured the deterrence has little impact on suspects. This mean that most deterrence’s put into place do not affect modern day criminals as all the things implemented to try and deter criminals doesn’t always work on everyone.  Another disadvantage would be rigorousness of the crimes consequences is not brough to the attention of everyone (United Nations Office for Drugs and Crime, 2018). This means that not everyone is aware of the severity of stealing and what punishments are in pace if you are caught committing this offence. Lastly thieves may not react well to consequences or rehabilitation procedures. This means that not all offenders will take on board the rehabilitation they are given as once they leave and have done their sentence, they will go ack to committing the same offence which is not ideal as the course is there to try and ensure that reoffending does not happen and to try and change their ways and look on life.
The offence of theft is a rational choice because they are subjective by the chances they take, and the likelihood of being arrested, especially as it would be look at as fashionable by peer groups (Perera, 2022). This shows that many individuals who commit theft chance the risk of getting arrested in order for them to look ‘cool’ within their groups and friendship groups. In addition to this offender get adrenaline stealing and taking the risk of getting caught. In regard to crime within my area between 2022 and 2023 there were 386 thefts reported within the Swansea area (Police and Crime Commissioner, 2023). Another reason is because there is a lack of surveillance within the area which allows offenders to get away with these offences as there isn’t any hard evidence to prove that they committed the offence.  This will link back to routine activities theory where the criminals scope out their targets which are easy targets, and they will go and commit the offence as they need to be sure that they are not going to get caught (Purpura, 2013).They will also ensure they have all the information they need before putting themselves in the area with the chance of getting caught. 

In conclusion classical criminology is used to try and predict how criminals operate and it will provide a way to tackle it. Without classical criminology being in place police forces would not know how offenders are committing these offences whilst also not being aware of how to try and prevent it from reoccurring. For the offence of theft, the hot spot strategy is the best approach as it prevents criminals from actively being able to operate and deters them from committing the offences. In addition to this it will also allow officers the opportunity and try and detain the offenders and assist to produce a prosecution. This model also tightens the protection within the area by having more area covered n possibly having more security measures in place.
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