This essay aims to discuss legal civil aid and  what criteria’s people need to have to be  eligible for legal aid and changes made by sentencing and punishment of offenders act 2012 and why was they changed and the impact these changes have made to legal aid, LASPO has made a significant impact on people since 2012 and is in need for a reform.


Introduction 

Legal civil aid is a system of public funding to help with the cost of legal adive, legal civil aid is avalible in Wales and England by the legal aid agency, this is completely separate to criminal legal aid and is each assessed with the terms of eligibility there are  different eligibility terms to each case and have to fit the criteria some of these come under schedule part one of the Legal Aid Sentencing and punishment of offenders act 2012 ( LASPO) some of the criteria include care supervision and protection of children, children or venerable where abuse has taken place, mental health and mental capacity, domestic violence , meditation in family disputes . another criteria they need to fit is the financial funding  this means they have a financial assessment done LASPO section 21 and the merits criteria are assessed by reference to criteria set out in the civil legal aid ( merits criteria)regulations 2013 the financial resources of the applicant and partner will be assed however the partners will not matter is in dispute or permanently separated, although the financial  situations will be assessed on gross income, disposable income and disposable capital such as savings residential property and company shares. 

However, if the individual receives benefits they are “Passported” through the income means test this induces income support, in come jobseekers’ allowance, universal credit, this means that whoever claims these benefits can be automatically eligible for legal civil aid (house of commons 2024).
 


according to the ministry of justice (2017) the LAPSO was an act of parliament which made various changes within certain areas within departmental portfolio of the minitery of justice, the changes come into power in may 2012 after receiving the royal assent, this bill was aimed to reform the criminal justice system to facilitate the renewal of the civil justice system one of the aims of this bill was to make contribution to unennercy costs. The reform of this act come around because of recommendations made by lord justice Jackson (2009) also leading to a review in 2010, there are four parts in the LASPO act 2012 all
covering different parts to the act, the new changes include the introduction to the cut of public spending and to help reduce the budget deficit in the first year the coalition government realised the initial spending review which promised to consult on major reforms to the legal aid system to give the public more affordable access to the justice system for a lower cost for the tax payers, the aims are to reform that legal aid is targeted for those that need it the most and for the more serious cases and discouraging unnecessary and adversarial litigation to refocus legal aid at the highest priority cases and to deliver better quality for money for the tax payers by reducing the costs of the scheme. 


 legal aid has changed drastically over the last 70 years, mainly due to the issue of the rise of funds going into legal aid this caused a political issue, from 1986 the funds had risen 419m in one year, but the net cost of contributions was recovered was 342m, in 1986 the first cuts was made for entitlement. However cost still continued to rise at £1.4bn for legal aid by 1995-1996, the spending for legal aid reached £2.2bn by 2010 because of the banking crisis of the funding for legal aid this prompted the coalition government to start the cost saving review, this lead to the 2012 legal aid sentencing and punishment of offenders act, the aim was to reduce costs by £350m for the annual legal budget, it is 1.6bn a year but from 2012 it has been reduced to 950m lower than it was in 2010,  

 originally 80% of the population was entitled to legal aid but that has declined as the eligibility criteria has toughened and by the 1990s that percentage of people who was eligible was around 45% and coming in to the 2000s and to today’s time that percentages is at 20% for the people that is entitled. however, there are many problems with the new changes such as the financial threshold for the entitlement for legal aid has not been updated along with inflation for a long time, due to LASPO large areas of civil legal aid was deemed out of scope and removed from any legal aid coverage this includes many cases such as housing problems, family law, immigration, employments disputes. Family law has been inundated with unrepresented defendants (the guardian 2018). 

However, pre 2012 legal civil aid was introduced to the idea of reform in 2006 because of the unsustainable cost and was not fair on the taxpayers and too the clients and of the private practitioners, this included to be able to safeguard to the people who really needed it, this reformed said to allow a good quality system, capacity and price. Before 2012 they was spending over the budget and needed an operation that ran efficiently (secretary of state, lord chancellor, 2006). 



According to organ and sigafoos (2018), as a result of LASPO many people who was originally eligible for legal aid are now unable to get access to legal aid help to peruse their cases in courts or at tribunals, this is resulting people to pay for legal advise or representation themselves or find another way for legal advice for free this can be through a charity called citizen advice to help navigate their problems, however the alternative routes of justice has lead to difficulties for people to get their cases to court and reaching a resolution this can lead to many cases are delayed to personal costs. Although LASPO was one of many recent changes to the legal system in England and Wales this affected most individuals because of the demand for ability to access justice due to related policies this includes employment tribunal fees, other court fees and changes to the judicial review this massively restricting legal aid payments to challenges that can be successful.

The estimates of people who have lost  eligibility for legal civil aid from 1st April 2013 was 623,000 people this goes by the governments equality impact assessment this outlines the impact of the scope changes on protected groups for example people on welfare benefits there was 89,377 completed legal help cases and 46 cases involving civil representation, comparing this to 623,000 people that have lost eligibility there has been a significant impact for legal civil aid since 2013. However, the LAG believes that the EIA demonstrates the massive impact of the changes to the scope for the vulnerable groups in society for example disabled people make up 19% of the population and 54% of those people lost entitlement, 

as well as women make up 51% of the population but 62% of the family legal aid was cut, as well as the black and ethnic minority, this is a huge impact on those who are protected as it can be harder to take a case to court for them even for something as big as human rights violation (legal aid action group, 2012).


However the because of the impact of the legal aid sentencing and punishment of offenders act 2012 there have been many arguments that the act needs a review because of the mass impact of the vast population for example a big problem with LASPO is children and young people and families are at a disadvantage even though they might have a strong case against public authorities that acted unlawfully, and their only choice could be acting as litigant in person in complex areas of the law, there are some parents and children who are respondents to a public law application by the state ( children services) that will be unable to get legal aid and pay for proper representation. This can be for British citizens who are coming back into the Uk from abuse or domestic violence. The reform also suggest that the public family law representation should be reduced because this can lead to further reductions for firms taking on cases or even able to take them on this can lead to the quality of the legal aid to drive down (family rights group 2013). 

Conclusion, 
 In the essay above and going through all the key points about LASPO and the changes and how it has impacted Wales and England to legal civil aid the evidence shows that many people have been impacted for the worse because of the budget cuts, criteria for eligibility that needs to be met for legal aid such as financial assessments, the partners financial situation, as well as what circumstance needs to be taking place for the legal help and if the case is deemed to be necessary  for court or tribunals, because of this legal civil aid have been limited due because the government wanted to make cuts for the “taxpayers” but this has not worked as it has put more people in hardship to find funds to take matters to legal aid and get representation, but another matter comes in that is a lot of reports of this particular reform is very outdated, and in conclusion of this full essay that is the LASPO act is needing an updated review and if it is time for a reform. 
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