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Introduction: 
The purpose of this report is to provide an analysis of the cathedral city of Winchester in Hampshire, located in the southeast of England. Winchester is the home of historic and religious landmarks which attract thousands of tourists each year. and also holds one of the biggest parties of the year at the start of august, with thousands of punters looking to blow off some steam landing in the fields of Winchester. The report will analyze the impact of Boomtown festival held in the area and the impact that 76,000 party goers (www.boomtwn.com) have on local infrastructure, on an annual basis. Boomtown provides a huge variety in terms of music genres, to reach a wider audience and tend to different people's taste. https://grayarea.co/events/boomtown-fair-aug-9-2023   Boomtown mainly consists of drum and bass, jungle, hip hop, post punk, techno, house, acid dance, breakbeat and disco. Having a massive range such as this attracts massive crowds. https://blog.theticketsellers.co.uk/boomtown-throughout-the-years/  Boomtown has been running annually since 2009, excluding breaks that were mandatory due to covid. The festival was founded by Lak Mitchell and Chris Rutherford, introducing the masses to different themes and chapters each year. (Warrenger, 2022)  Boomtown's pricing system is different to that of most other festivals, they release tickets in unison, with a larger number of early phase tickets, meaning customers have the incentive of paying less to buy their tickets earlier. In 2023 the most expensive Genral Admission ticket came in at £295 in 2023. They also offer green transportation tickets at a reduced £280, which is yet another incentive for those who are travelling to the festival from across the country. This hints at the ethos of sustainable and low environmental impact that comes from making use of the transport links, rather than travelling by car. 
 













Main body: 
Accessibility will be considered along with the impact that the increased volume of visitors has on the area. One of the most commonly used methods of transport to get to boomtown is the train. The festival offers customers the option to purchase a green transportation ticket, which entails a reduced ticket cost including public transport to promote healthy eco practices.  Shuttle buses also run from Winchester train station on the Wednesday and Thursday of the festival for those who wish to travel by train. This is a rarity in UK festivals, as one of boomtowns main selling points revolves around being sustainable, minimizing environmental impact and saving the planet (Riach, B. (2019). Practicing more sustainable methods of travel and being aware of the worlds current environmental state is currently a massive trend .Southwestern railway provides transport to boomtown and have worked closely with the festival's organizers since august of 2011. (South Western Railway, 2024). 
 
  
 Winchester is reported to be an affluent city (ons.gov.uk) with the major tourist attraction being the impressive Cathedral which attracts an estimated 300, 000 visitors each year (wincester-cathederal.Org) who come to admire the unique architecture and share in daily worship (www.Churchofengland.org)  
In contrast to this, Winchester is home to the UKs biggest drum and bass festival, boomtown. Boomtown is a summer music festival which takes place every August PUT IN APPROX DATES HERE. The exact location is the Matterely estate some 4.7 miles from the center of Winchester and 3 miles from the train station (www.boomtown.com).  Each year 76,000 punters take to the fields of Hampshire for five days of madness. Boomtown is renowned for its incredible production value, and so ravers will travel from across the globe to experience it.  
A report by Seraphin et al (2018) found that the level of happiness of Winchester residents was closely related to their perception of the events industry in the local area.   
 
Visitor typology essentially refers to the type of person you would expect to see at a specific event or location. In boomtowns case, this would be people, usually aged between 26 and 31 (source). Lenthall, A. (2024) Boomtown pride themselves on providing a safe space, with a community who all share the same values. This is what motivates these ravers to attend. Who immerse themselves in dance culture and want a place to express their passion for music. This displays a massive contrast in visitor typology in the context of Winchester on the whole, as Winchesters main attraction is a cathedral, which brings in a completely different demographic of people, such as more mature people who appreciate the architecture and religious people. 

As time goes on, music festivals are struggling to keep up a steady profit, each year, we are seeing more and more festivals announcing multi-year pauses and, in many cases, indefinite cancellations. https://www.facebook.com/balter.festival.2024/ This statement from balter festival is a recent example of a festival making the decision to close the doors. Over recent years they've seen a massive decline in profits and so they believe their best course of action is to end on a high, rather than let the event fizzle out and be forgotten. This is being seen more and more in the UK festival scene, so what are Boomtown doing to ensure they remain viable in the future.https://datatransmission.co/blog/six-reasons-to-get-excited-for-the-return-of-boomtown/ Boomtown appeals to people for a number of reasons. It provides the average music festival experience alongside an immersive experience like no other. Boomtown festival is one of the most unique festivals in the world, with each year, comes a completely new storyline for punters to complete and be rewarded with boomtown dollars and other incentives. This unique twist, that allows Boomtown attendees to interact with the world around them. Because of this, Boomtown festival has built up a loyal customer base, and the experience provided ensures the festival will remain viable in the future.  
One factor that the festival organizers must consider is potential criminal activity in and around Winchester during the festival. Boomtown 2024 crime statistics showed a reduction in criminal activity during the festival in contrast to 2023. This year, there were three recorded thefts, two motor vehicle thefts, twenty-three drug related offences, three sexual offences and many more. This does not include undetected and unreported crimes committed, which is likely much more. This is obviously a massive concern for locals. To tackle this, the festival introduced new measures, for example a stronger police presence in and around boomtown, and even a pop-up police tent on the festival grounds. Chief Inspector Alex Reading expressed how closely the event organizers and police worked together to tackle crime during Boomtown 2024. Winchester residents’ minds were eased, as the crime rates are still considered low considering the large influx of people attending the event. 
https://www.hampshirechronicle.co.uk/news/24522921.boomtown-2024-revolution-imagination-crime-figures/ Isabella Holliday (2024)







Executive summary 
In summary, Boomtown brings a huge amount of business to Winchester, as is expected with the massive influx of people. The event organizers keep it fresh, with each year comes a new narrative. This is why so many people return to Boomtown year in year out, and why Boomtown is known for its cult following. Crime statistics were discussed, mainly focusing on the number of crimes committed during the festival being lower in comparison to previous years. Visitor typology was also considered, it was concluded that Boomtown massively diversifies the type of tourists that visit Winchester, as other motives for people to visit include visiting the cathedral or museum, Boomtown appeals to a completely different set of people who seek a more intense visit.  
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