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Introduction
I’m Welsh and lived in Wales my entire life so I’m very familiar to Welsh culture and I did Welsh second language GSCE and got a B. But other than that I do not have a great knowledge of the Welsh language and coming to university I knew very little Welsh so teaching Welsh would be a great opportunity to develop my Welsh language skills, as well as the students in my class.
In my four weeks at my placement school I encountered a lot of Welsh in the school and plans to implement more Welsh into the curriculum. My school is located in Swansea, the percentage of Welsh speakers is below the national average, of 26.10%, at 18.86%. There are no fluent Welsh speakers in my placement school, and it is an English medium school with 383 pupils, 34.9% of which are eligible for free school meals. The national average for free school meals is 13.7% (Department for Education, 2018) so you can see the school is from a deprived area for Wales.
My class has 26 pupils in year 1, 2 and 3. The school is very progressive to implementing the new curriculum in Wales, so Welsh is an important part of everyday teaching in the school. Between lessons, and in lessons, Welsh is being used frequently from commands by the teachers like “sefwch” and “eisteddwch” and students are encouraged to speak in Welsh when asking to go to the toilets or use their water bottles. Overall, my class had a good knowledge of the Welsh language learnt from school.

The Lesson
Everyday after lunch at 1pm, since the second week, I taught “Patwrm y Pythefnos” for 15 minutes to the entire class. The first week I taught it the theme was days of the week and months of the year, I would create PowerPoints, games and sing songs to help students learn as much Welsh as they can. After two weeks of teaching that topic the Welsh pattern changed to “Beth sy’n bod?” I had taught one lesson prior to the lesson I recorded, and it would be the last Welsh lesson I taught due to the Coronavirus closure of university and schools.
The overall lesson objective was to make students understand how to say what’s wrong and say what part of them is wrong in Welsh. For them to achieve this the students would have to:
· Try to identify different parts of the body that could be ill or have aches.
· To understand what Beth sy’n bod means and when people should say it.
· To understand how to say you have the flu or cold.
For the entire class to achieve this success criteria I had to arrange tasks and activities that would suit the needs of year 1, 2 and 3 students. To do this I had to make sure that my lesson met the criteria of foundation phase framework for year 1 and 2 and programme of study for Welsh for KS2 for the year 3s. I decided that the best way for all learners to be challenged and also engaged throughout the lesson would be to:
· First, ask the class what they have learnt this week in “Patwrm y Pythefnos.” Then ask what they remember from yesterday.
· Ask them what they think “Beth sy’n bod” means in English and then explain to them what they will be doing.
· Get up the body parts Welsh word mat on the board.
· Go through what each body part is. First ask a student to have a go, then tell them how it is pronounced, then as a class say it all together. Remind students of Welsh pronunciations like “ch” and “ll”.
· After that go through the “Beth sy'n bod?” PowerPoint which adds phrases like “Mae ___ tost gyda fi.” Do the same questioning as before, first ask a student to have a go, then tell them how it is pronounced, then as a class say it all together.
· Then as a plenary when the PowerPoint ends Sing a song called “Beth sy’n bod” that will go through what they have learnt today.
By using ITC, language and Oracy skills I was able to hit many areas of learning in the foundation phase and Welsh for KS2 framework like:
Welsh Language Development Oracy:
· Listen to familiar and unfamiliar voices.
· View and listen carefully to a variety of visual and audio-visual stimuli.
· Speak clearly, using simple words, greetings and expressions.
Welsh (KS2):
· Speak clearly varying expression to help listeners.
· Organise what they say so that listeners can understand.
Also, other cross curriculum responsibilities like:
Language, Literacy and Communication Skills:
· Join in, repeat or memorise rhymes, songs, poems and stories.
Creative Development:
· Sing a range of songs with others.

The students remembered what the Patwrm y Pythefnos was and got engaged with the Welsh mat of body parts straight away. Some students knew the answer to the mat straight away and were a little impatient to keeping quiet and kept putting their hands up, but after a while they got used to it and answered the questions when asked to. The year 1’s had to have a lot of support to say the Welsh words but could do it independently if the word looked simple to say or was similar to another word, whereas the year 2 and 3’s had a good knowledge of Welsh words but needed reminding about some of the Welsh alphabet rules and sounds like “ch” and “ll”. 
They were engaged with the PowerPoint and read the phrases very well while also translating it but when the phrases went from “Mae ___ tost gyda fi” to “Mae’r ffliw arna i.” it through students off but they very quickly understood what it meant when I went through it. The whole class also participated in the song and many students wanted and gave body parts that they knew to be sung in the song using phrases and words we learnt that day.
This lesson greatly developed learners Welsh because by the end of the lesson they will be able to meet every lesson objective successfully. They proved this in the plenary when we sung the song because I asked them questions that related to the Welsh we covered, and I was able to get answers from each student I asked, and I made sure I asked students from year 1, 2 and 3.
I had help from my class teacher who is fluent in Welsh to make sure I was pronouncing all the Welsh phrases correctly and I also relied on Welsh I had previously learned but reminded myself of it through the internet when I got back from school every day. I did this to further develop my Welsh which is one of the targets my teacher set earlier in my placement and after this Welsh lesson I had a comment in my journal that stated:
“Your Welsh is improving, and pupils clearly enjoyed and participated well in your slot drrilios.”
A target that was set by the teacher was to:
“Try out different strategies to gain pupils attention when sat on the carpet.”
During my lesson some students started to disrupt the lesson, so I used a strategy of counting to five to gain their attention. But to also improve my everyday use of Welsh I counted in Welsh and it worked very effectively, and the lesson could go on as normal.
Another target on my Welsh was to:
“Try to use more everyday Welsh phrases in school.”
Throughout the day I was not using much Welsh around the school, so my teacher set me this target. I decided to print off small sheets that have Welsh commands and Welsh marking phrases on so I could use throughout the day when I am teaching and marking. In my Welsh lesson I do use some commands like “eisteddwch” and “dim siarad” to further develop mine and the classrooms Welsh language skills.
Overall, I met every success criterion I set, and students were able to evidence their learning from the lesson and use it within the school and home spreading Welsh into the wider community.
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