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Lecture 3.
Character: Ptolemy Philopator
I received envoys on behalf of my father Ptolemy III form Attalus I of Pergamon wishing to discuss the threat of the Seleucid Empire, as aid was promised in the form of monies, ships and men if that were possible [footnoteRef:1]. The Nomarch of Alexandria requested permission to hold the Ptolemaea festival in honour of the King which I approved [footnoteRef:2]. The Alexandrians also wished to begin building more ships using wood form Cyprus; the Cilician delegate that was at court donated an undefined amount of wood to this cause [footnoteRef:3].  [1:  Engels. 2006]  [2:  Palagia 2013: 148-149]  [3:  Boehm. 2018: 104 ] 

Lecture 4- 225BC
My father Ptolemy III passed away in the spring of this year. My first intention as King will be to follow the precedent of the Macedonian Kings and bury my father, Ptolemy III [footnoteRef:4]. Then I will call the court to mourning and proceed to crown myself king of Egypt in a coronation ceremony [footnoteRef:5]. The first military action to take will be to hire Cretan mercenaries and send them to Cilicia in order to protect it from the Seleucid Empire that is marching in Asia minor [footnoteRef:6]. I will gather my army consisting of roughly: 70,000 infantrymen, 5,000 cavalry troops and 73 elephants [footnoteRef:7].  The army will march to take the city of Antioch to link the province of Coele-Syria and Cilicia together and that march will take between 2-3 months based on the army marching 20 mpd, including rest and sustenance  [footnoteRef:8]. [4:  Bingen 2007: 20]  [5:  Plb. 15.25]  [6:   Unwin. 2017: 133]  [7:  Plb. 5.79]  [8:  Engels. 1978: 153] 



224BC 
Raising Cretan archers and then sailing them to Cilicia with 500 talents of sliver to fund them and the defence of Cilicia [footnoteRef:9]. The rate of pay for a mercenary soldier during this period was about 4 obols a day, but given their skill I would except to pay about 5 obols a day, possibly 1 drachma if necessary [footnoteRef:10]. I have also arranged a marriage alliance between my sister Berenice the Younger (Pip Roberts) and Eumenes of Pergamon to seal the alliance between Egypt and Pergamon.  [9:  Unwin. 2017: 133]  [10:  Miller 1984: 155] 

223BC 
The marriage between Eumenes of Pergamon and Berenice the Younger took place in Alexandria after the mourning period for my father was over. The wedding ceremony was organised by the high priestess in Alexandria and I attended the ceremony as the bride’s closest male relative [footnoteRef:11]. [11:  Ogden. 1999: 140-145] 

The Macedonians invaded my holdings in Thrace and started taking the territories there. In the winter, the Seleucid Empire invaded and took Cilicia and the Cilician court abandoned and evacuated their forces to Cyprus without offering battle. 
222BC 
I called to arms all my forces which numbered roughly 75,000 in total within Egypt, these numbers were based on the forces at Raphia as provided by Polybius [footnoteRef:12]. I also hired 5,000 Cretan archers sent them to the island of Cyprus. Griffith states in his Cretan archers had been employed by Greek forces during this time period, specifically by Alexander the Great during his campaign,[footnoteRef:13].  [12:  Plb. 5.79]  [13:  Griffith. 2014: 15] 

Thus began the campaign for the city of Antioch.  The aim of the campaign was to take the city of Antioch and connect Cilicia back to the Ptolemaic kingdom, and relieve pressure from the Kingdom of Pergamon and to force the Seleucid army back to the south. I received a peace envoy form the Macedonians, who met at the neutral city of Athens and signed the Treaty of Athens, which entailed: the removal of the all Ptolemaic garrisons in Thrace; and the Macedonians will allow approved Ptolemaic merchants to engage in restricted trade through the Hellespont. Specifically, only grain can be traded with a 30% tariff collected by the Macedonians. This treaty was similar to many in the ancient world, as Beck attests that treaties such as these were designed to offer peace but with clear favour to one side [footnoteRef:14]. During this time, Ptolemaic forces with myself in command reached Laodicea. During the winter at Laodicea, I also received an envoy for Media and Persia wishing for an alliance against the Seleucids, asking to be recognised as independent and wishing a treaty between us sealed by marriage.  [14:  Beck. 2006] 

Campaign for the capture of Antioch
Sail 200+ miles (City of Alexander to Tyrus) 33 days, (5.30 minutes.) 
Sail 300+miles (City of Alexander to Salamis) 37 days, (6 minutes)
Supplies amassed at the cities of Tyrus, Sidon and Berytus. 
March 2,350 miles (City of Tyrus to Laodicea) 87 days, (14.5 minutes). Start of the siege of Laodicea. 
500 drachmae per infantry and 1,000 drachmae per cavalry as payment for extra campaign: total is 2,500 talents [footnoteRef:15]. This comes from the annual income combined with the treasury. [15:  Engels. 1978:] 

An additional 30,00 men raised within Coele-Syria gathered at Tyrus to meet the force form Alexandria. 
Overall army campaign information 
Army (Royal Army) at Laodicea: 70,000 Men. (65,000 Infantries, 5,000 Cavalry, plus 73 war Elephants),
Further breakdown of troop disposition (60,000 Phalanx Troops, 3,000 Hypaspists, 5,000 Calvary, 2,000 Peltasts and Archers)
Army at Salamis: 10,000 men (5,000 infantries/Phalanx and 5,000 Cretan Archers)
Siege of Laodicea
Average time to take city: 12 months. Attrition per month 0 
Lecture 5
221BC 
Eumenes of Pergamon attempted an assassination of me, caught then he was executed. At the time of his death my sister Berenice the Younger was pregnant with his child, the child was a boy who died in his infancy at around 1-year-old. Demand attests that death in infancy were not uncommon in the ancient world given the lack of certain medical knowledge [footnoteRef:16]. The city of Alexandria revolted against me. I was forced to break off my siege of Laodicea and marched back to Alexandria. I negotiated a settlement with the Alexandrian nobility. Forty percent of the city was destroyed by the riots, which were historically a serious problem due to the ethnic divides within the city and civil strife became common [footnoteRef:17]. I disbanded the army to save money and began to rebuild the city. I then sent 10,000 troops to conqueror Cyprus under the command of Thraseas. I then went into depression and start drinking and later I turned to opium. I did this as my plans had failed; my historical precedent for this was Polybius who details the hedonistic lifestyle of Ptolemy IV which was very similar to this [footnoteRef:18].  [16:  Demand 1994. 71-73]  [17:  Jansen-Winkeln, K. 2006.]  [18:  Hazzard 2000: 115-116] 

220BC 
My second wife had a child, a boy whom I named Ptolemy. I sent an envoy to the Seleucid court to make peace. I then arranged the marriage Zeno Costos the Nomarch of Alexandria to my sister Berenice the Younger to get closer ties to Alexandria, during this time period royal marriages were a typical way of securing an alliance and loyalty [footnoteRef:19]. My hedonistic life style continued but my health remained good despite my heavy drinking. I sent an envoy to Alexander of Babylon attempting to persuaded him to kill the Seleucid King, he agreed to do this as long as I supported his claim for the Throne. This decision was based on the support that Ptolemy VI provided to Alexander Balas as reported by Polybius as an attempt to destabilise the Seleucid empire [footnoteRef:20].   [19:  Strootman 2014: 106 ]  [20:  Plb. 33.18] 

219BC
I also received an envoy from Persia/Media to go to a peace summit with the Queen mother of the Seleucid empire. The Seleucid Empire invaded Coele-Syria. I raised the entire force of Alexandria and Egypt roughly 80,000 men: this number was based on that of those used at Raphia given the fact that this campaign was remarkably similar [footnoteRef:21]. The Seleucid King Antiochus III called a summit at Raphia (See Summit of Raphia for details). Just after the Summit I was informed that the city of Alexandria had revolted against me again. Both of my wives died during this year, the first died of a fever, and the second died giving birth to a stillborn daughter.  [21:  Plb. 5.79] 

Summit of Raphia 
Antiochus III and I met at the summit, both had brought 200 men as Royal bodyguards. The negations broke down, at which a short fight broke out into a stalemate. Alexander of Babylon called up hidden cavalry troops, at which point Alexander assassinated Antiochus III, and then both I, and Alexander reached a peaceful settlement with the Treaty of Raphia. Alexander changed his name to Seleucid IV.  
218BC 
I supported the Alexander’s claim to the throne as per our agreement. I then dealt with the revolt in Alexandria, which ended when I sent forces there. I then returned with my forces to support his claim on the Seleucid Throne. We were successful, at which point our joint armies marched up to Antioch to force them to support the new Seleucid Kings claim on the Throne, they eventually did so. This was on based the martial aid that the Ptolemais provided to Alexander Balas to claim the Seleucid throne [footnoteRef:22]. Whilst this was occurring, I also provided for Thraseas to intervene in the situation in Asia minor, this proved to be pointless exercise as he returned within a few months having achieved nothing. I returned to the city of Alexandria having placed Zeno Costos as general of my forces, this was based on Philip II’s appointments of Strategos’ who were sent on detached assignments to represent the interests of the King [footnoteRef:23].  [22:  Plb. 33.18]  [23:  Ameling, W. 2006] 

217BC 
The city of Alexandria revolted once more, but the revolt ended quickly. I fell ill from taking Opium; at this point my sister Berenice the Younger murdered me, and my son Ptolemy V succeeded me with Zeno Costo and Seleucid IV as regents to my 3-year-old son. This was based on the regency of Alexander the Great’s son with Zeno Costo acting in the position of that of Perdiccas [footnoteRef:24].  [24:  Billows. 1997: 53 ] 

I now became the King of Armenia, Artaxias I, who would not be king until 190BC but for the purposes of this course we placed him earlier, at the age of 35 [footnoteRef:25]. Artaxias I proceeded to be married to Princess Apollonia of Pergamon, she became pregnant with the couple’s first child. The reason I did this was to gain an ally and strengthen my standing amongst other kings, thus marriage achieved this objective [footnoteRef:26]. The wedding itself was a small affair with about 12 Armenian nobles and my brother attending. Because of the Greek origins of my wife we decided to hold a Greek wedding and to this end I let my future wife organise and plan the wedding.   [25:  Schottky, M. 2006.]  [26:  Strootman 2014: 104 ] 

216BC 
My wife gave birth to my son who we named Tigranes. Artemesia (the wife of Attalus and mother of my wife), myself and my wife plotted to kill the King Attalus, a plot that was successful it the cost of which was 1,500 talents to bribe his guards. This plot was based on the assassination of Philip II of Macedon, where, although not proven, his wife Olympias was strongly suspected of being involved in order to promote the interests of her son Alexander and to insure that he became King [footnoteRef:27]. The reason for the assassination was to support Artemesia’s position of having her children on the throne of Pergamon over Attalus’ sons by his first wife.  [27:  Plut. Alex. 10.4] 

 215 BC 
The plan is to conqueror the tribes of the Caucasus Mountains, based on the expansion policies of Tigranes the Great who began his expansions with the Caucasus [footnoteRef:28]. My campaign began in the capital of Artashat marching up the Kyros river. The intended march was to Arhaltsikhe and the up to Rhodoplis and then east to Meschistha. Using 10,000 men. (7,000 cavalries and 3,000 infantry) the numbers are based on those the Armenians provided to the Romans in 40’s BC reduced to 1/4th of the size as Armenian was considerably smaller in this period than it was in the 40’s BC [footnoteRef:29]. [28:  Strab. 11.14.1. ]  [29:  Schottky and Pressler. 2006] 

The total time it would take to get to Arhaltsikhe is 200 seconds. Then 100 seconds to Rhodoplis and 150 seconds to Meschistha.
Arhaltsikhe surrendered to me and provided an extra 2,000 men. Rhodoplis did the same and provided me another 1,000 men. 
214BC 
The conquest of Rhodoplis led to a war with Colchis who marched an army against me resulting in a battle. 
We fought the Battle of Colchis Plains and lost. Of the 13,000 men, only 4,160 returned home. Colchis lost 38% of their 20,000. We retreated to the city of Rhodoplis, which we sacked as we retreated and gained 100 talents from.  
An envoy of the Seleucid King offered 500 talents to come and fight for them which I accepted. I took 2,000 cavalry men with me and marched to Ephesus. This payment for the cavalry is based on the payment of Thracian cavalry by Perseus of Macedon in 171 BC in which 200 Talents was payed for 6 months’ service for 1,000 Cavalry [footnoteRef:30]. The remaining men I disbanded. We took with us, 4,000 extra horses of the Nisean breed as a gift for the King, and to improve his cavalry. Gift giving was typical of Hellenistic kingship as a means to insure or show loyalty [footnoteRef:31]. My men and I marched with the Seleucid army on its campaign to Pergamon. My wife became pregnant shortly before I left.  [30:  Griffith. 2014: 306]  [31:  Strootman 2014 :152] 

213BC 
My wife gave birth in the Spring to a baby boy. The Seleucid King made me the commander of his cavalry, and I began training his cavalry and making them ready for the battle that was to come, as my new role as Strategos [footnoteRef:32]. I was given command of 25,000 men including my own cavalry forces and sent to fight a Macedonian army trying to outflank us.   [32:  Ameling, W. 2006] 

212BC
I attempted to convince the city of Magnesia to join us but they refused because of the Macedonian army marching against us. Thirty thousand (30,000) Seleucid troops arrived from Antioch to reinforce us. The Macedonians arrived outside Magnesia with 35,000 men. Our 55,000 men attacked them which resulted in the Battle of Magnesia. 
The Battle of Magnesia was a total victory for our side. We lost approximately 35% of our army, leaving us with only 35,000 men. The Macedonians lost just over 80% of their army leaving them with only 6,000 men who quickly dispersed. 
211BC
The Treaty of Magnesia was signed between Seleucid IV and Pergamon/Macedonia. The treaty included a payment of 1000 talents to the Seleucid king of which I received 250 talents as payment for my services. My men and I returned with Seleucid IV to Antioch and attended a festival that was being held there. 
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210BC
Seleucid IV was murdered by the Egyptians. With the Parthian King invading and conquering Babylon and sending an envoy to Armenia asking for my submission.  
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