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Important dates to remember:

BRIEF SET:
Wednesday 3 October 2018

DEADLINE FOR DISSERTATION HAND-IN:

Wednesday, 12t December 2018 (12pm)

FEEDBACK:
Monday, 21st January 2019




AIMS of this session:

. To introduce the Module

. To explain the learning

outcomes and Assignment
Specifications

. The role of the supervisor

. To get students to re-visit and

revaluate their summer work



Learning outcomes

1. Critically analyse information and experiences,
formulate independent judgments, and articulate reasoned
arguments through reflection, review, and evaluation in
either written or visual forms.

2. Source, navigate, select, retrieve, evaluate, manipulate,
and manage information and data from a variety of
sources.

3. Anticipate and accommodate change and work within
context of ambiguities, uncertainties and unfamiliarity.



Assessment and Feedback

Your presentation will be assessed using the following five criteria:

1. Engagement with Literature skills

2. Knowledge and Understanc

ing Skills

3. Cognitive and Intellectual S

4. Practical Application Skills

Kills

5. Transferrable Skills for Life and Professional

Practice



Assessment and Feedback

Your presentation will be assessed using the following five criteria:

1. Engagement with Literature skills =20%
2. Knowledge and Understanding Skills = 20%

3. Cognitive and Intellectual Skills = 20%
4. Practical Application Skills = 20%

5. Transferrable Skills for Life and Professional
Practice = 20%



Assessment and Feedback

Engagement with Literature skills: Your work must be

informed and supported by scholarly material that is relevant to and focused on
the task(s) set; you should make use of scholarly reviews and primary sources,
where appropriate (for example, refereed research articles and/or original
materials appropriate to the discipline). You should provide evidence that you
have accessed a wide range of sources, which may be academic,
governmental and industrial; these sources may include academic journal
articles, textbooks, current news articles, organisational documents, and
websites. You should consider the credibility of your sources; academic
journals are normally highly credible sources while websites require careful
consideration/selection and should be used sparingly. Any sources you use
should be current and up-to-date, mostly published within the last five years or
so, though seminal/important works in the field may be older. You must provide
evidence of your research/own reading throughout your work, using a suitable
referencing system, including in-text citations in the main body of your work
and a reference list at the end of your work.



Assessment and Feedback

Engagement with Literature skills:

Guidance specific to this assessment:

v' Clearly show your engagement with an extensive range of relevant and
credible literature.

v’ Use discussion, critique and referencing to demonstrate your awareness of
a range of theories and concepits.

v Apply your referencing skills clearly and consistently.



Assessment and Feedback

Knowledge and Understanding Skills:

Guidance specific to this assessment:

v' Manage and organise your research information into a coherent framework
which clearly shows your knowledge and understanding of the principles
and theories of your topic.

v Use analysis, discussion, and bibliographic referencing to show you are
well-informed by a range of research and scholarship.

v Show your ability to learn from your insights and understanding by showing
how this could link to your practice, the future direction of your practice,
and/or the practices of others.



Assessment and Feedback

Cognitive and Intellectual Skills:

Guidance specific to this assessment:

Show your ability to: -
v" Independently select and build a distinctive research area or field;

v’ create links and relationships to theories and practices that apply to this
topic;

v’ critically evaluate and analyse the relevant theoretical and practice-based
discourses;

v’ outline and justify the insights and understanding that have come from your
research.



Assessment and Feedback

Practical Application Skills:

Guidance specific to this assessment:

Use your academic skKills to: -
v Assimilate and apply the required rules and criteria of the dissertation format
to your text.

v Organise information into a coherent framework which identifies and clearly
communicates the ideas of others, your own ideas drawn from a theoretical
discourse, your insights and understandings.

v’ Consistently apply referencing conventions to suit the required format.



Assessment and Feedback

Transferrable Skills for Life and Professional
Practice:

Guidance specific to this assessment:

Use your academic skKills to: -
v’ Present your text professionally, applying attention to the conventions of
English language and grammar.

v' Communicate your ideas in a coherent and consistent style with due
consideration to the reader/audience.

v Apply your writing knowledge showing a command of writing structures,
such as sentence structure, paragraphing, the use of headings and
chapters, and appropriate and explicit use of visuals to enhance
communication.



Brief

At 5,500 words, the dissertation is the most substantial piece of self-
directed research you will undertake as an undergraduate. It gives
you the opportunity to examine, in some detail, a topic of your choice
- subject to agreement with your supervisor.

To complete the dissertation, you will:

v' Define a topic

v Identify appropriate source material and carry out the necessary
research

v' Formulate key questions and evaluate and discuss your material

v' Organise material logically in order to produce a coherent
argument

v Present, reference and illustrate an argument to a high standard



Brief

v You must show, through your use of credible sources, that you can build
an informed piece of research that shows your understanding of a distinct
subject area or field.

v" Make sure that your chosen topic is identified in your question, which in
turn informs the shape of your text through your choice of structure,
writing style and use of referencing.

v' These elements make up your theoretical framework through which you
reach your informed conclusions.

v" Your overall purpose is to show how the insights and understanding
contained in this text could link to your practice or the practices of others.



Brief

Whatever the topic, enquiry must be grounded in research. Books,
journal articles, image banks, films, exhibitions/catalogues etc. are
the most usual source of information and ideas. What we are looking
for is a personal and critical evaluation of the relevant source
material. A good argument, thesis or analysis is always supported by
evidence.



Guidance

|dentify your choice of concepts and underlying principles and reflect upon
them. Why and how would the solutions/conclusions you may be suggesting
work? Think of your chapters as a set of themes to explore on a range of
levels. How might what you are writing link to and impact on your practice?

Keep a research-writing diary and document everything! Use your diary to
keep lecture notes and direct your tutorials. After the tutorials use the diary
to reflect on key moments of learning and tasks you need to complete.
Remember to note down the full Harvard references of all books and other
resources you use as it doubles your workload to find them at the end of the
process when the deadline is approaching.



Guidance

*Please note: You submitted a dissertation proposal at the end of
Level 5, however, this cannot be re-submitted in substantially the
same form for assessment at level 6. You should re-visit, explore
and re-write your proposal with your supervisor, rather than cutting
and pasting previously assessed information into your dissertation. If
you resubmit previously assessed information this counts as self-
plagiarism and you will not receive a mark.
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The Role of the
Supervisor

To offer advice on your Dissertation subject

To ensure that you know the ‘rules’ of this Module

To help develop critical analysis

Help with written communication skills — but NOT
PROOFREAD!

Encourage appropriate use and acknowledgement of
source materials

Advise on professional presentation

Give appropriate feedback on the strengths and/or
weaknesses of the work



The Role of the
Supervisor

REMEMBER: The supervisor will NOT write or
proofread your work

REMEMBER: The supervisor is only allowed to see
you in specified timeslots. You will need to arrange
these with your supervisor.

REMEMBER: DO NOT BE LATE FOR BOTH THE
LECTURE OR YOUR SUPERVISION MEETING. TIME
IS LIMITED!




What is a
dissertation?









Research



Research is...
seeing, apprehending,
making sense.

Research

Seeing again?

In French: ... and within an

Re- adds intensity to a word, academic, scholarly

chercier translates to search world research can help
you to find ethical,

Re/chercier = To practical and creative

look/intensively ways to live better.



Noun - Her research is interesting
Verb - He researches ecological
approaches to design
Adjectives - The research group
worked collaboratively
Participle — What a well researched
dissertation!

Research

Researching

Looking something up

Gathering what is readily available

Identifying potential clients: ‘Market research’

Social surveys or archival investigations: Academic research



Research

How would you define research?
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In Science the role of writing is to communicate experiments
that can be tested and further peer reviewed anywhere.
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In Science the role of writing is to communicate experiments
that can be tested and further peer reviewed anywhere.



Monastlc,
truth-oriented
knowledge

text-based

knowledge for
purpose of
validating /
fortifying
a belief

Ve e

Crafts-qguilds,
result-oriented
knowledge

task-based
knowledge that
facilitates situated
actions
/judgements

IR

Wood’s (2000) epistemological tension between theory + practice




RHETORICAL PHASE

author TEXT

productive rigorous careful ensuring
question or researching editing into clarity /

originary + gathering plausible literacy /
idea by the into a topic  arguments veracity /
student form etc.

traditional academic approach



reflecting  writing-about = writing-to  writing-as reading

AUTO-DIDACTIC PHASE RHETORICAL PHASE OUTCOME

a more author-centred approach



Writing Practice is..

Developmental
Fluid
Particular/limited
Situation specific
Multi-directional
Partial/ Subjective
Implicit
Optimistic
Relational

Lockheart & Raein (2012) No
one expects the design
inquisition. Journal of Writing
in Creative Practice.




Use maps,
diagrams and
images to build
your ideas ...
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... the process of devising whole systems or environments




THE NAKED CITY 3.

<
HLUSTRATION B€ L'NYPOTHESE DLS PLAQUES “"
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“The map is not the territory”

(Korzybski / Borges)



Psyche-geographic map of the Sam Diego/Tiuana Border region,

Psycho-geographic maps identify the psychological
space you encounter
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Psycho-geographies encourage you to highlight
the most meaningful aspects of a journey




Designerly ways of knowing — Nigel Cross
(1982)

Design is a third area of knowledge and
should be taught alongside science and the

humanities.

Design is a language and system of codes
formed through designers’ ability to locate
the relationships between the artificial
environment and human needs.



Designerly ways of knowing — Nigel Cross
(1982)

“"Designerly ways of knowing are
embodied in these codes” (cross, 1982:25)

and are manitest as tacit knowledge -

“they know it in the same way that a
skilled person ‘knows’ how to perform
th at Sk|||” (Cross, 1982:25).



Designerly ways of knowing — Nigel Cross
(1982)

* Designers tackle ‘ill-detined’ problem:s.

* Their mode of problem-solving is
'solution-focused’.

* Their mode of thinking is ‘constructive’.

* They use ‘codes’ that translate abstract
requirements into concrete objects.

* They use these codes to both ‘read’ and

‘write’ in ‘object languages'. (Cross,
1982:29)



Design Reasoning

Deductive — based on observational evidence associated
with science

Inductive — reasoning derived from general principles that
forms arguments associated with philosophy or
mathemetics

Abductive — manifesting objects that do not yet exist.
Can't be derived from general principles and cannot be
observed in the world focused on finding solutions to
problems we find in the world.



ill-defined problems (Cross, 1982, Buchanan, 1992)
wicked problems el and webber, date)
solution-focused (cross, 1982)
requires
sensemaking weick, 2007
communities of practice wengeretal, 2002



Design Writing is...

Developmental
Fluid
Particular/limited
Situation specific
Multi-directional
Partial/ Subjective
Implicit
Optimistic
Relational

Lockheart & Raein (2012) No
one expects the design
inquisition. Journal of Writing
in Creative Practice.




Dissertaitt’
Dissertalisd

Dissertation
Dissertation
Dissertation
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Research Dissertation

THE BUSINESS CHANNEL

Practice Dissertation



So WHY do we have to have a methodology?

=

Research Methodology




Literature Review




What do we already know in the immediate area?

What are the characteristics of key concepts or the main
arguments and findings?

What are the relationships between these key concepts,
arguments and findings?

What are the existing theories?
Where are the inconsistencies?

Any other shortcomings in our knowledge and
understandings?

What views need to be (further) tested?

What evidence is lacking, inconclusive, contradictory or
too limited?

What contribution can my work be expected to make?



What type of literature
Is there that you
should look at when
thinking of your
research?




Journal articles
Books
Conferences
Govt. and corp.
reports.

Newspapers
Theses and
Dissertations
Internet
CD-Rom
Magazines

Not
Wikipedia
|




Re-visiting and revaluating 1

Brainstorming
« Start thinking about the Dissertation process
* Is the topic strong enough?
* Refine your topic

Research
« Why is Research so important?
« How can it be used?

Analysis
« What particular subject is the best to analyse?
« Choices... choices... choices...

Synthesis
« The combining of elements to express ideas
* Analyse research to improve ideas
« Up-date research material



Re-visiting and Revaluating 2

Topic Sentence and Thesis Statement
« Write a topic statement — what is this Dissertation about
* Narrow the topic?
« Write a short paragraph outlining further ideas about the
Dissertation

Outline the Dissertation
« Sizeable ‘chunks’ or ‘portions’ within each chapter
« Does it all fit' and ‘work’ together?

Citations
 These are quotes, reading lists, etc. — to be discussed next
week

GET IT STARTED...



DEADLINE FOR DISSERTATION

HAND-IN:

Wednesday, 12t
December 2018
12:00pm




Questions?



