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[bookmark: _Hlk151503529][bookmark: _Toc140756172]This comprehensive analysis covers all aspects of the magistrate's role, from the intricate appointment process to the multifaceted skill set required of candidates. It is remarkable that civilians must meet a legal age requirement to become magistrates, as they bring a wealth of expertise, community knowledge, and diverse abilities to the position. The discourse also undertakes a detailed evaluation of the impact of magistrates on the criminal justice system and the community, weighing both the advantages and disadvantages. Ultimately, the conclusion emphasizes the need for reform. This extensive coverage provides valuable insights into the complex workings and interplay of magistrates in England and Wales.

What is a Magistrate

Magistrates are highly devoted volunteers who play a vital role in the court system and communities. They actively participate in criminal court proceedings and attend family court proceedings as part of their unwavering commitment. The adjudication process involves a panel of three magistrates, with one member designated as the chairperson, ensuring a fair and just verdict. Additionally, a court-appointed legal advisor provides crucial legal advice, ensuring that all magistrates strictly follow procedural rules, resulting in a well-structured and unbiased court system (judiciary.uk, 2023).
The magistrate court is always the first port of call in the world of criminal prosecutions. When deciding which serious crimes go to the Crown Court, magistrates are crucial decision-makers. Furthermore, they can determine if a particular offender ought to be freed with strict terms or remanded in detention. Magistrates handle both theft and other offenses such as "minor assaults." They even have the authority to penalize someone for a single offense with "fines" or "imprisonment that can go up to 12 months."  (gov.uk, 2023).
[bookmark: _Toc140756173] Discussion About Magistrates in The United Kingdom
In the United Kingdom, magistrates hold the power to preside over cases that are heard at the "family court." This includes cases involving children. Magistrates possess the authority to make arrangements for the care of a child, and if deemed necessary, they can also initiate the process of adoption. Magistrates have the responsibility to ensure that children's best interests are taken into consideration in the event of their parents' separation. They can assist in arranging suitable arrangements for the children. Magistrates also have the power to enforce child maintenance orders and issue court orders to prevent domestic abuse crimes. Once the case has begun, the child's guardian or family court advisor can provide magistrates with appropriate guidance to help with the decision-making process (source: magistrates-association.org.uk, 2023).
More than 12,000 volunteers have given up their time to serve as magistrates in England and Wales. A person can be appointed legally at the age of 18, and they can retire at the age of 75. Furthermore, it is generally not the case that a senior presiding judge will appoint individuals who are older than 70. Additionally, a basic expectation is that magistrates will hold their positions for a minimum of five years before retiring. It is not necessary for any of these people to have a legal qualification or to have experience in terms of prior training to volunteer for the position of magistrate (gov.uk, 2023).
[bookmark: _Toc140756174]Main Responsibilities

The magistrates must have determination so that they are efficient enough to form all of their ideas as well as be neutral along with ensuring to be unbiased in their judgment. In addition to this, their major responsibilities also include the need to be able to recognize concerns that are pertinent and integrate a considerable amount of information. Furthermore, they also need to have a comprehension as well as appreciation of diverse viewpoints. Hence the magistrates must have the ability to appropriately identify and address a variety of factors. In a variety of circumstances, they should also demonstrate true comprehension and even empathy. Magistrates have to reflect, study other people's perspectives, and be open-minded at all times. They also need to be able to quickly adjust to any changes that may arise. They will also have access to a variety of options that will support their learning and effective maintenance of appropriate competencies. Magistrates must be personable, trustworthy, and confident to win others' respect and confidence professionally. This will also assist them in making wise decisions, which is thought to be a frequent difficulty for everyone (Donovan et al., 2020).
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Thesis

In England and Wales, judges are not solely responsible for all legal decisions. Ordinary citizens who have previous experience in the legal profession and work in various industries can also be trained to become magistrates. These individuals possess a strong sense of justice and have the ability to listen carefully and make logical conclusions. By serving as magistrates, they become proud members of their community and are committed to making a positive impact on society. Magistrates are also known as "Justices of the Peace" and are required to undergo training, volunteer for at least 13 days a year, and attend court cases. (magistrates.judiciary.uk, 2023).

[bookmark: _Toc140756176]Court Closures

Between 1987 and 2009, the Labour administration shut down approximately 125 magistrate courts, but they also opened 25 new ones. Moreover, they effectively dealt with the decrease in the number of court cases. In 2018, England and Wales magistrate courts resolved almost 1.47 million cases, which is a significant contrast to the statistics of 2010. The House of Commons library now has an online dashboard that provides access to the Magistrates' court closures by constituency. This dashboard also displays the distance of every adjacent local region to the magistrate court. (researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk, 2019).

[bookmark: _Toc140756177]Characteristics

[bookmark: _Toc140756178]Magistrates, who are common people with diverse backgrounds, are tasked with making reasonable decisions based on common sense. To be considered for the role of a magistrate, individuals must have a clean criminal record, without any convictions for serious offenses. Additionally, magistrates must possess a specific set of qualities that enable them to perform their duties effectively. These qualities include dedication, dependability, good character, social awareness, and strong reasoning skills.

Magistrates must have the ability to communicate clearly and understand complex issues. They should be able to assess situations objectively and make decisions that are both fair and just. Furthermore, magistrates must be socially conscious. They must be able to identify and address social issues that may arise in the course of their duties.
It is also essential that magistrates have sufficient maturity to comprehend the gravity of the decisions they may make in the future. They must have a strong sense of responsibility and be able to handle the pressure that comes with making important decisions that impact people's lives.
In summary, magistrates play a critical role in the justice system. To be effective in their role, they must possess a wide range of skills and qualities that enable them to perform their duties with fairness and impartiality.
 
Evidence of Any Other Advantages or Disadvantages

[bookmark: _Toc140756179]The magistrate system does have several benefits, including quick case decisions and cost-effectiveness. Volunteer magistrates usually have a wealth of local knowledge, knowing the subtleties of the areas they serve as well as the personalities of the residents. It is imperative, nevertheless, to provide sufficient data to support the assertion that a large number of magistrates are youthful and have a propensity to abdicate their positions. A thorough demographic examination may actually show that a sizable fraction of magistrates are middle-aged people, with a wide range of financial situations among them (gov.uk, 2023).  To appropriately depict the age and socioeconomic background of magistrates, a more thorough analysis is necessary.




Reform

Magistrates are considered the bedrock of the legal system, but a significant problem arises when a large number of offenders are sent to the Crown Court for sentencing, even if the case can be handled by judges. To ensure that magistrates make the most of their abilities, it is crucial to modify their methods. The goal is to enable magistrates to handle more serious and complex cases effectively, thereby reducing the need to send them to the Crown Court for sentencing. This reform aims to distribute caseloads fairly, without providing any additional advantages or disadvantages to magistrates, and maximize the efficiency of the legal system (Tahroui and Loulou, 2023).
The duties of the magistrate and the appointment procedure are thoroughly examined in this conversation. It highlights the ease with which regular people can become magistrates, provided they meet certain legal age requirements. It also examines the many benefits and drawbacks of magistrates, emphasizing their influence on the neighborhood . To reduce the likelihood that major crimes will need to go to the Crown Court and maybe result in harsher penalties, the speech also promotes essential improvements to the magistrate system. Every part of the magistrate's job is covered in detail here.
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