


Serious Organised Crimes (SOC) are crimes committed by individuals which plan and coordinate serious crimes between groups or networks (Gov.UK, 2019). There is no universal definition over SOC but subject to interpretation (Campbell, 2013). According to (Levi, 1998) serious organised gangs are constructed of “Individuals which act together on a long-term basis who commit crimes for gain” (P.335). 

Organised crime groups can vary in size and operate and a low capacity but there is a commonality amongst all organised crime groups and that is money. The profit SOC groups make are usually made from illicit activities and then laundered through a variety of different systems to ensure the money is clean without a trace of their wrong doings. (J Albanese, 1996)

It is difficult to gauge conceptions of what an individuals involved in SOC look like. Majority of personnel involved in groups will act and look completely normal and fit into society as wealthy hard-working individuals (Campbell, 2013). SOC’s have massive effects over the UK socially and economically and link amongst all avenues of crimes (Levi, 2014). 

According to the (CPS-Website, 2013) SOC represented over 36,000 organised criminals in 5,300 groups in 2013 and organised crime in the UK represents:
· “Represents a serious threat to our national security.
· Costs more than £24 billion each year.
· Threatens our borders.
· Has a corrosive impact on our communities.”
The UK has clear legislation presiding over SOC and how the crimes will be dealt with. This legislation was brought in through the Serious Organised Crime and Police Act 2005. This legislation was responsible for creating a serious crime agency and giving constable more simplistic powers of arrest.

The SOCPA 2005 is also aided by the Serious Crime Act 2015. This legislation outlines what constitutes what SOC offences are and how each offence will be dealt with. The CPS aim to tackle 11 areas of common offences by people involved in SOC such as:
· “Criminal Justice System Engagement
· International Engagement
· Drug Trafficking
· Firearms Trafficking
· Organised Immigration Crime and Human Trafficking (including Modern Slavery)
· Child Sexual Exploitation
· Cyber Crime
· Money Laundering
· Organised Acquisitive Crime
· Lifetime Management of Offenders
· Confiscation and Asset Recovery” (CPS-Website, 2013)
Groups and individuals involved with serious organised crime exploit the vulnerable people to do some of their bidding unknowingly or by force. This allows them to conduct criminal acts without the factor of being caught red handed (Hobbs, 1998). Modern slavery has been a major factor in exploiting the vulnerable for serious organised crime groups as this allows crime groups to utilise a person’s human right. In majority of cases, the victim is unaware of the situation and are ushered away from the truth therefore there is a misconception (Mantouvalou, 2018). 

Modern Slavery can be defined as complete control over another person’s liberty and rights for personal gain. This is done through violence or wavering power over another individual or group. This is usually done for economic exploitation (Mende, 2019). 

The impacts on slaves physically are rather inhumane and have an everlasting effect on a slave for life. Some of these impacts could come through: Assault, rape, torture, sleep and food deprivation, dangerous and demeaning work (Bales, et al., 2015). This shows the unknown extremes that individuals are going through and partial reasons behind why slavery is kept so untold.

According to (Craig, et al., 2007) slavery can be conduct in various different ways and the most significant forms of slavery used in the UK consist of; “descent- based slavery, bonded labour, serfdom, debt bondage, sexual slavery, child labour and enforced participation in armed conflict”(P.10) This shows the various ways the vulnerable can be exploited and how serious organised crime groups could profit from their liberty.

There is estimated $150 billion annually generated globally for slaveholders (Bales, et al., 2015). This shows how much money can be generated by the exploitation of slaves for their misery and why serious organised crime groups take advantage of this illicit crime. 

The National Crime Agency discuss how human trafficking and modern slavery are a combination which make it difficult to track modern slavery. As many victims are trafficked overseas from eastern Europe, southeast Asia, and Africa. This is because they’re easily obtainable through persuasion of better life abroad. British victims are promised a better life and then they’re concealed and then blackmailed and extorted into doing things in debt. (National-Crime-Agency, n.d.)

Modern Slavery is very costly for the economic and social structure of the UK (Heeks, et al., 2018). According to (Reed, et al., 2018) by using a multiple systems equation which stated there were between 10,000-13,000 victims of modern slavery. (Home-Office, 2014). This can then indicate the impact of modern slavery against the UK economic and social status.

(Reed, et al., 2018) elaborates on this by outline the major costs to: “physical and emotional harms to the victim; health service costs; lost time and output; victim services costs” (P.15). It is believed that modern slavery costs the UK between 3.3-4.3 billion pounds per annum and will continue to raise.

Modern Slavery in the UK is prominent in the UK, and one become one of the main sources of income for serious organised crime groups since the 1990s (Broad & Turnbull, 2019). Recent legislation has allowed UK legislation to distinguish human trafficking offense to new improved modern slavery offences under the Modern Slavery Act 2015.

Drug trafficking is a major source of revenue for serious organised crime groups (National-Crime-Agency, n.d.). Drug trafficking is broken into two different sections. Most class A drugs are imported in from overseas therefore the exploitation of the vulnerable is needed. An individual associated with a crime group would not take the risk of trafficking drugs therefore they target the vulnerable to do their work for them. (Hobbs, 1998)

Most drugs imported into the UK are done in covert ways such as: “Container shipping; Yachts and small boats; Light aircraft; Vehicle traffic from continental Europe; Airline passengers; The post and fast parcels.” (National-Crime-Agency, n.d.)

Once the Drugs infiltrate the UK borders, that’s when the organised crime groups take advantage of more vulnerable individuals. This is done through operations such as ‘county lines’, this is terminology used to define drug operations of exporting drugs into variety of areas using dedicated phone lines. (National-Crime-Agency, n.d.)

County lines uses young and vulnerable people to sell more drugs over a wider area, this means there is more profitability whilst reducing the risk of the supplier being caught (Stone, 2018). The young or vulnerable people are lured into dangerous situations through false promises. In the beginning they’re given luxuries and concrete themselves into coercive situations. (Harding, 2020)

Another method used by drug traffickers would be the term ‘cuckooing’. This is when a drug dealer takes over a vulnerable person’s home and use it to facilitate and store drugs there. The vulnerable person will be groomed therefore not understand the dark situation which they have got in to (Coomber & Moyle, 2018). This allows organised gangs to take over areas without being known to the address.

Children are told to transport high quantities of drugs across the country as they’re seen as less likely to be caught and easier to manipulate into thinking what they’re doing is correct (National-Crime-Agency, n.d.). 

By exploiting children and young people this affects the next generation of adults and may stray people down negative lifestyles. If a young person gets away with crime at such a young age, they may sense a feeling of immortality against the law causing them to pursue a life of crime (Wroe, 2021). This shows how there is need to educate young people on the correct choices.

In recent years there has been amendments to the laws in the attempt to protect young people and this would come through the Modern Slavery Act 2015. New legislation allows the justice system to prosecute an offender even when the scenario seems consensual as there is a belief that a child might be incapable of seeing the full picture.

(National-Crime-Agency, n.d.) state there are 1000 ‘direct route lines’ across the UK, most lines origins start from London, West Midlands, and Merseyside. The average net profit annually from a singular direct line would equate to £800,000 which would mean that county lines generate 800 million pound of drug money per year. 

According to (Stone, 2018) the involvement and exploitation of young people go beyond the solicitation of drugs but through maintaining sales. As multiple crime organisations are feeding their drugs, demand decreases. Therefore, violence occurs through opposing lines. This means an increase in violent crimes. (Wroe, 2021).

(Erickson, 2001) states there is a direct link between drug usage and violent crime. This statement indicates that serious organised crime groups cause a knock-on effect on effect on communities by increasing drugs in rural communities thus increasing violent crimes.

(J Albanese, 1996) states that serious organised crime groups greed for wealth then causes more crimes to be committed, such as fraud and money laundering. Individuals which are involved in serious organised crime groups rely on money laundering techniques to transfer their money from illegal and illicit to clean and useable (Levi & Reuter, 2006). 

According to the (National-Crime-Agency, n.d.) money laundering has the potential to “threaten UK national security, national prosperity and international reputation”. This highlights how serious the effects of money laundering are and why there is such a need to tackle this crime.

Money Laundering is a necessity for criminal organised groups as majority of criminal transactions are done by cash; large numbers of cash then highlight illegal and illicit activities (Schneider, 2008). Serious organised crime groups then manipulate the illegal money they make to ensure they’re never detected for the acts they have committed.

Money laundering can come through a variety of different ways and happens globally. Criminals go through many steps to ensure the money they have made can be made to look legitimate and then useable for themselves (Morris-Cotterill, 2001). The UK government benefits from a dynamic business environment therefore put little to no restrictions on individuals which hope to start businesses. These businesses on occasion can be used as a front how they make the money (National-Crime-Agency, n.d.).

(Government-Finances-Bill, 2016) states that the “NCA estimates that the amount of money laundered in the UK could be between £36 billion and £90 billion”. This shows the size of the problem and how covert individuals involved with serious organised crime groups are in their methods to hide their illicit funds. 

The laundered money has its biggest impact on the UK economy because of where it comes from. Organised crime groups gain this money to launder through various criminal activities which allow knock on effects on society (Levi & Reuter, 2006). 

Money which is taken from the UK economy and normal UK citizens is then taken for illegal activities which add no value to the economy such as drugs, firearms, and human trafficking (Levi, 2007). This money is then put in the pockets of criminals with no incentives regarding the economy or the people they may be harming in the process. 

An evaluation of Serious organised crime groups shows how costly these crimes are against the UK and its citizens (National-Crime-Agency, n.d.). The overlap of criminal activities which can cause harm under human trafficking, drugs, and firearms, multiplied by the economic effects it has on the UK economy (Levi, 2007). 

The strategies and legislation in place to tackle serious organised crime have strong implications but the difficulty on knowing where and how crimes is being committed are still to be uncovered in some cases therefore could be much worse than imagined. (National-Crime-Agency, n.d.)
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