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DOCUMENT

The Wills of Two Brothers and the 

Inheritance of One Brother's Wife

Pap. Kahun I, 1 (ca. 1900 B.C.)



First Will
Copy of the will made by the Trustworthy Sealer of the 

Controller of Works Ankh-renef.[7]

Year 44, Month 2 of the Summer Season, day 13. Will made by 

the Trustworthy Sealer of the Controller of Works Ihy-seneb, 

nick-named Ankh-renef, son of Shepsut,[8]of the Northern 

District.[9]

All my possessions in field and town shall belong to my 

brother, the Priest in Charge of the Duty-shifts (of priests) of 

(the god) Sopdu, Lord of the East, Ihy-seneb, nick-named Wah, 

son of Shepsut. All my dependants shall belong to my brother.

A copy of these matters has been given to the Bureau of the 

Second Recorder of the South in Year 44, Month 2 of the 

Summer Season, day 13.[10]

http://www.stoa.org/diotima/anthology/wardtexts.shtml
http://www.stoa.org/diotima/anthology/wardtexts.shtml


Second Will
Year 2, Month 2 of the Inundation Season, day 18. Will made 

by the Priest in Charge of the Duty-shifts (of priests) of (the 

god) Sopdu, Lord of the East, Wah.

I am making a will for my wife, a lady of the town of 

Gesiabet, Sheftu, nick-named Teti, daughter of Sit-Sopdu, 

concerning all the property that my brother Ankh-renef, the 

Trustworthy Sealer of the Controller of Works, gave to me 

along with all the goods belonging to his estate that he gave to 

me. She may give these things as she pleases to any children 

of mine she may bear.

I also give to her the four Canaanites that my brother Ankh-

renef, the Trustworthy Sealer of Works, gave to me. She may 

give (them) as she please to her children.



As for my tomb, I shall be buried in it with my wife without 

anyone interfering therewith. As for the house that my 

brother Ankh-renef, the Trustworthy Sealer, built for me, my 

wife shall live therein and shall not be evicted from it by 

anyone.

The Deputy Gebu shall act as the guardian for my son.



Stela of the 

mistress of the 

house jwHt-jbw

with dedication 

'it is her 

daughter nbw-

m-wAD who 

perpetuates her 

name'



Women in activities depicted in 
visual art

 Temple:

 women may sing 
and dance for cult 
of gods and 
goddesses, but they 
are not recorded 
making offerings, 
with the exception 
of those with the 
highest ritual 
positions.



Women in activities depicted in 
visual art

 Family chapel:

 women generally appear secondary to a man, either 
husband or son



Women in activities depicted in 
visual art

 three historical periods in which women enjoy a higher 
profile in the surviving record in art and architecture:

 Old Kingdom : women held administrative positions, 
including within the sphere of the estates of mothers or 
wives of kings (maybe not supervises men, but evidently 
appointed as manager for a group of women)

 Example: female physician Peseshet who served in the 
estate of a king's mother → "lady overseer of the female 
physicians” → “physician herself? (known from 
excavation of the tomb of Akhet-Hetep at Giza revealed 
a monument dedicated to his mother Peseshet)



professions

 Examples OK

◼ Military service (Deshasheh – 4th dyn. Women 
stabbing enemies)





professions

 Examples OK

◼ Military service (Deshasheh – 4th dyn. Women 
stabbing enemies)

 Examples MK

◼ hairdresser



D11 Queen Nofru tomb 

hairdresser Inu



Women in activities depicted in 
visual art

 In the early Eighteenth Dynasty (about 1550-1450 BC) 
women appear more prominent on chapel monuments, 
both offering and dedicating monuments

 latter is exceptional in Ancient Egyptian history, and 
coincides with a period in which royal women were 
especially prominent in the iconography of kingship.

 In the late Twentieth, the Twenty-first and the early 
Twenty-

 Second Dynasties (about 1100-900 BC) women again 
appear in the

 formal record in more active roles: they sometimes hold 
titles otherwise

attested for men, as in the case of Neskhons, governor of



Jobs

 nb.t-pr (mistress of the house)

◼ Owned by royal and non-royal women

◼ Not equivalent to khemet (wife) → some women 
have both titles, others only one of these

◼ overseeing servants

◼ weaving workshops















Jobs

 Nb.t Pr

◼ overseeing servants

◼ weaving workshops

◼ food

◼ clothing

◼ small gardens

◼ animals?

◼ medicine & magic?



Food production







Temple workshops













entertainment

 Singers

 Dancers

 Musicians











economy

 Market scenes






