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Remember that the workbook is YOUR responsibility you must not rely on the assessor or anyone else to pick up any confidentiality breaches as this is your work and you must accept full responsibility for confidentiality. Meeting all the confidentiality requirements is particularly important. 
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Task 1

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 
Vulnerability and Risk, Evidence-based policing

You must choose a policing incident in which you played a significant role with a victim of crime or anti-social behaviour and reflect on what happened. 

	
Give a brief description of the incident including social and legislative contexts and any relevant cultural, ethnicity and language issues. 

Critically evaluate the appropriateness of different approaches (by professionals and the police) in supporting or managing vulnerable people or people at risk of harm. 

Explore what works in relation to tackling repeat victimisation and repeat offending. Consider the use of evidence-based policing. 

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)





ANSWER:



Whilst working through the night, I responded to a call whereby a female stated to the call handler that she had been badly beaten by her boyfriend and subjected to non-fatal strangulation. The call handler stated on the radio that the female had made her way outside the property and was currently in possession of a knife to protect herself with. I attended the address with a colleague. The female was stood outside the house on the pavement with a large bag she had packed. I asked the female if she had a knife on her person. She pulled a kitchen knife from her coat pocket. I calmly informed the female that she needed to put the knife down before we could help her. She immediately agreed, it was evident that the female was not a danger however I did not wish to take any risks for my own safety and my colleagues. I instructed the female to place the knife on the floor and then walk towards me. She quickly obliged, dropped the knife, and ran towards me. The female was hysterical, and we allowed her to sit into the back of the marked police car. The female stated that she was terrified of her partner. She had been on her phone whilst lying next to him in bed, he then got angry and tried to take her phone from her. In doing so, he punched her several times to the face and strangled her for a very short period. I asked the female who else was in the property. She stated that his family were also in the property, and they had woken up after hearing the commotion. I knocked on the door of the property and a young male and older female quickly answered the door. I requested that I come into the property, and they obliged. I asked the male what had happened, and he confirmed that him and his partner who had left the property, had an argument. Based on the disclosure given to me by the female and no evidence to suggest otherwise, I informed the male he was under arrest for common assault and non-fatal strangulation. The male immediately began to cry and hyperventilate. His mother, who was stood next to him became outraged and began to raise her voice and swear at officers. She had to be told to move away and stop obstructing officers carrying out their duty. Due to the male being compliant he was handcuffed to the front in what is known as a front stack position which is one hand above the other with the handcuffs sitting vertical. Whilst helping the male into the rear of the marked police van, his father came out of the house and said, “Is this necessary?” I informed him that we have had an allegation of domestic assault that needs to be investigated. It was necessary to arrest his son to protect a vulnerable victim, conduct a prompt and effective investigation and to potentially instate bail conditions to prevent any further offences from occurring in the future. Detention of the male was authorised by the Custody Sergeant. 

The victim was taken to Chepstow police station as she could not be left at her partners home due to there being animosity from the family. The female was from India but spoke English very well and was in the UK to study at university, this is where she had met the male. The female was living at her boyfriends’ parents’ home and had no other place to stay. She was due to return to India in the coming weeks as her visa was due to expire. The female provided a witness statement under section 9 of the criminal justice act 1967. She also showed evidence of other victims recently contacting her and warning her about her partner. The other females were also foreign nationals. The victim had come to the assumption that her boyfriend “Preys” on vulnerable girls that were not from the UK and had no family or support nearby. In these messages from other girls that had previously been in relationships with the male, they disclose that he also assaulted them, strangled them, and abused them whilst they were together. They had returned to their home country and had also made it clear to the victim that they did not wish to be involved in anyway with criminal proceedings. Officers assisted the female with finding accommodation for the next few nights. She stated that she would be flying back to Delhi on the weekend but needed accommodation until the day of her flight.
 
College of policing state that officers must be able to access vulnerabilities when it comes to responding to a policing situation. According to the College of Policing (2021) the THRIVE (threat, harm, risk, investigation, vulnerability, and engagement) approach defines vulnerability as ‘A person is vulnerable if, as a result of their situation or circumstances, they are unable to take care of or protect themselves or others from harm or exploitation’. The female in the situation I have spoken about was vulnerable because she was a victim of domestic abuse, she had no support from friends or family nearby, she had no fixed abode in the UK and because of these factors she was unable to protect or take care of herself. From the victim’s disclosure it became apparent that she felt she was targeted by the perpetrator due to not being a UK citizen. According to the Crown Prosecution Service (2017) we must label this as a hate crime due to the victim believing she has been targeted due to her nationality. Ultimately, she did not believe the perpetrator had any hatred towards her race but it was due to the fact she was vulnerable because she had very few friends and no family in the UK. According to Siegel (2006), the lifestyle theory explains that victims can be targeted due to their lifestyle choices. The female in this case had chosen to come to the UK and study. It seemed that the perpetrator had targeted her for this reason as he had done in previous relationships.

The College of Policing (2022) states that it is the responsibility of the attending officer to carry out a primary risk assessment at the scene. When I attended the scene, I was constantly using the national decision model to determine the actions I need to take. The College of Policing (2018) explains the national decision model. On the way to the incident, I was gathering information and intelligence from the control room, I was constantly assessing the threat and risk to everyone at the scene and my colleagues from these live risk assessments I was developing a working strategy whilst considering the powers I have as a police officer and the policies I must follow set out by the police force I work for. I deemed that to safeguard the victim it was necessary to use my powers to arrest the suspect. This would then allow a prompt and effective investigation to take place. The college of policing (2013) defines a ‘critical incident’ ‘Any incident where the effectiveness of the police response is likely to have a significant impact on the confidence of the victim, their family and/or the community’. According to Johnston (2008) If I do not conduct my duties effectively as a police officer, victims of crime will lose trust in the police and be less likely to make reports in the future. As a team, if we didn’t effectively respond to the incident the consequences would have been that more harm could have come to the female, in future she would have less faith in her reports to police being actioned correctly and the suspect may feel he can repeat his behaviour in the future as there was no consequences to his actions previously.

Force policies that I follow as a police officer and consider when making decisions have been developed through years of evidence-based policing. According to college of policing (2022a) “evidence-based policing (EBP) means that the best available evidence is used to inform and challenge policing policies, practices and decisions”. According to Sherman (n.d) we can determine that the more arrests made by police in reacting to a report, the less crime there will be. Studies have shown if police forces continue to make arrests for specific types of crime, as a result it will lower the crime rate in that area for that specific type of crime. The police force I work for take a very strict stance on domestic abuse and state that attending officers must always take positive action to combat the crime. One of the current force priorities is tackling ‘Violence against women and girls (VAWG)’. As a serving police officer I am expected to know the current force priorities so that I can effectively take action inline with force policies. According to the college of policing (2021b) non-fatal strangulation between intimate partners shows a clear sign of controlling and violent behaviour. When responding to a report of non-fatal strangulation consideration should be given to determine whether the victim is being subjected to controlling or coercive behaviour. Legislation.gov.uk (2015) state that controlling and coercive behaviour comes under the serious crime act (2015). In the case I attended consideration was given to coercive behaviour however, upon the female complete a domestic abuse, stalking and harassment risk assessment (DASH) it showed that there was no history of controlling behaviour from the perpetrator. This incident had been the first time she was subjected to any sort of violence or controlling behaviour from him so it could be confirmed that the female hadn’t been a victim of coercive control. That didn’t prove that his behaviour towards the victim wouldn’t have continued over time and developed into something far worse if she hadn’t of reported the incident to police. According to Maslow (2013) every action is motivated in order to achieve certain needs. In theory the perpetrator I arrested exhibited his behaviour as there was an underlying need he was trying to achieve. 

According to SooHyun et al. (2017) some members of the public are at greater risk of being victims of crime. Furthermore, once a person has become a victim of crime, their risk of revictimization increases. This is evident in the crime survey conducted by the office of national statistics (2021) in England and Wales whereby it states that 34% of domestic abuse victims had already been subjected to domestic abuse in the past. However, the survey also states that victimisation rates of adults have decreased from 4.7% in 1995 to 1.6% in 2020.

In my case, no further action was taken against the suspect as there was no evidence to suggest that the female had been assaulted or strangled. The female could exhibit no injuries from the alleged assault. There were no witnesses to the alleged altercation. When conducting house to house enquiries the following day, no one stated that they had heard any sort of altercation. When listening back to the 999 recording there was no evidence of a commotion. The Crown Prosecution Service (n.d.) state that they will only review cases in which the police believe there is enough evidence to give a prospect of conviction. If there is deemed not enough evidence, no further action will be taken against the suspect(s).
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Task 2

This is a reminder that this TASK 2 section is an opportunity for you to answer one question which should be relevant to the “advanced learning” area that you have chosen.  The advanced learning lecture that you choose to attend will assist you in answering this task. 



Choose 1 of these 5 options to answer 

(Note for officers who have an interest in becoming a detective and wish to specialise in this role, you MUST choose option 5)


1. Response Policing.
2. Policing Communities.
3. Road Policing.
4. Information and Intelligence.
5. Conducting Investigations.




Task 2 Option 1: 

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum:


Response Policing

A core part of the policing mission is to prevent crime and disorder. Domestic abuse causes both serious harm and constitutes a considerable proportion of overall crime

You should choose a domestic abuse incident that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role in providing a response.



	 

 Critically assess the challenges associated with a domestic abuse incident that you have attended, and the strategies developed for effective policing in such challenging situations. 



2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




ANSWER:












Task 2 Option 2: 


Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Policing Communities

Criminal justice faces ever more challenges from society. While official figures show a drop in police recorded crime in the UK the distribution of crime shows a more complex pattern with violent crime showing a rise. 

[bookmark: _Int_iqtpDieQ]In regard to community policing chose an incident that you have attended that presented a complex issue for the community, and that you played a significant role in providing a response.


	
 Critically evaluate a range of interventions that you have employed to promote community engagement that assisted in resolving the issue. 

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




Answer: 
















Task 2 Option 3

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Road Policing

The police are the lead agency for collision investigation and have the primary duty to investigate and establish the circumstances that have led to road deaths and life changing injuries.

Describe a serious collision that you attended and in which you took a significant role (e.g., initial reporting officer, scene manager, lead investigator).

	
Critically evaluate the evidence base that you dealt with and strategies that could be implemented to reduce the likelihood of it reoccurring. 



2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




Answer: 


























Task 2 Option 4


Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Information and Intelligence

You should choose an investigation that you have been involved in that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role.



	 
Critically analyse an investigation, that you have led, commenting on the effectiveness of the National Intelligence Model and the importance of the role played by cross border cooperation in relation to your information and intelligence. 
Reference how effective information and intelligence was used within your operation, and how you used specialist intelligence toles to support your complex investigation.

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)






Answer: 




























Task 2 Option 5

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Conducting Investigations

You should choose an investigation that you have been involved in that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role.


	
Critically evaluate the processes employed in a complex investigation you have been involved in, and the fast-track actions that you have utilised.


Evaluate the support you have provided to victims, witnesses, and offenders (where appropriate) during a complex investigation and reference the management of your own personal values and attitudes in relation to this.

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)








Answer: 

Whilst on duty I was asked to conduct a priority arrest attempt for a young male that was believed to be sending malicious communications to his ex-partner and threatening to kill his ex-partners new boyfriend. As a team we formulated a plan to effectively conduct the arrest as efficiently and safely as possible. The male was well known to police, had warning markers for weapons, had been known to assault emergency workers and was also known to run if he has the opportunity. The male lived alone on the bottom floor of a small set of flats with 2 exits. One at the front and one at the rear of the building. We had planned that 2 officers would go to the front of the building, 1 officer would make sure he did not escape through the window and the other would watch the front door. The other 2 officers would go to the back door making sure that he did not try to escape. Once all exits were secured 2 officers would proceed inside, one from the front of the building and one from the rear, still leaving 2 officers outside in case he tried to escape. 

Officers knocked on the door but there was no answer. Looking through the living room window it was clear that someone was in the property as there was a mobile phone on the arm of the chair, the television was on and there was a pot cooking on the stove top. It was reasonable to believe that the occupant was hiding inside to evade being arrested. A colleague entered through the unlocked front door and made himself known to the occupant by shouting “Police officer with a taser, make yourself known now”. The male quickly made himself known and came walking out of the bedroom. I arrested the male for malicious communications and threating to kill another person. The male was placed in handcuffs to the rear. In the living room of the flat there were 3 large bags of cannabis piled on the coffee table. The cannabis was being stored in vacuum bags, meaning they could be shrunk down and easier to transport. A small set of weighing scales on the kitchen counter with reminisce of cannabis scattered around it. I further arrested the male for possession with intent to supply class B drugs. I took pictures of the flat in situ to exhibit as evidence. I then seized the male’s mobile phone, the cannabis, and the weighing scales. I conveyed the male to custody with a colleague whilst the other officers conducted a section 32 search on the property. According to Legislation.gov.uk (2013) a constable may search a dwelling of where the arrest took place if there are reasonable grounds to believe that further evidence of the offence he has been arrested for will be found.

The Criminal Procedure and Investigations Act (1996) define a criminal investigation as an investigation conducted by police officers that will either prove or disprove whether a person should be charged with an offence, or whether a person that has already been charged is in fact guilty of the offence in question. The legislation also states that when a criminal investigation is being conducted all reasonable steps should be taken for the purpose of the investigation and all reasonable lines of inquiry should be pursued. Powers used by the investigating officer should always be in proportion to the offence under investigation. The UK Government (2010) states in the Equality Act (2010) that police investigators should always take into consideration the needs of individuals involved in the investigation, all police investigators must ensure that they always comply with the Equality Act 2010. Due to one of the offences being investigated in my case is of a domestic nature, then I would consider the victim as vulnerable. Due to the victims’ vulnerabilities and her stating that she felt intimidated by the perpetrator, I felt it was best practice to arrange an achieving best evidence (ABE) interview. According to the Crown Prosecution Service (2011) ‘Intimidated witnesses are defined by section 17 of the act as those whose quality of evidence is likely to be diminished by reason of fear or distress’. Due to the research conducted by Henckens et al. (2009) in ‘Stressed Memories: How A Cute Stress Affects Memory Formation in Humans’ it has been proven that stressful experiences are more easily retained. This is thought to be due to the release of hormones in adverse situations. However, The college of policing (2013b) state that emotional state or demeanour of a witness or victim can have potential effects on their memory. Therefore, this is why ABE interviews should be considered to best meet the needs of the individual and be planned to gather best evidence.

I conducted the interview of the suspect shortly after arresting him. The suspect gave a prepared statement admitting to possession of class B, namely cannabis but stated he did not sell it. In terms of the malicious communications, he admitted the offence but stated he would never actually carry any of the threats out. The suspect answered “No comment” to all questions put to him after that. According to the college of policing (2013) “Investigation is a core duty of policing. Interviewing victims, witnesses and suspects is central to the success of an investigation and the highest standards must be upheld”.

Whilst conducting the investigation, as a police investigator I must abide by the guidelines set within the police regulations (2012). The 5 professional standards are honesty and integrity, authority, respect and courtesy, equality diversity and human rights, appropriate and proportionate use of force and orders and instructions. As a human being it is only natural that I have my own values and attitudes towards certain subjects. As a police officer I am told that I must put these values aside and remain impartial. According to the college of policing (2022b) as a police officer I must give equal consideration to each side of the investigation. This means that when conducted my investigation I must consider all evidence, even the evidence that may disprove the offence. The investigation had to be evidence led and personal values should be disregarded as an impartial investigator. Even before taking the oath as a police officer, I had a strong hatred of drugs. They ruin lives and tear family apart. People that profit in the distribution of drugs, profit from a negative impact on others’ lives. According to the office for national statistics (2022), 1 in 5 adults between the age of 16 and 24 years old and 1 in 11 adults between the age of 16 and 59 years old reported that they had consumed illegal drugs in the 2022. There has also no change in these statistics from the year 2020. In my opinion that is an alarming figure.

As the officer I charge of the case, it is my responsibility to make sure that I am supporting the victim and suspect whilst the case is on-going. In this case I supported the victim throughout the process by keeping her up to date with the investigation on a regular basis. I also submitted referrals to social services as the offender and victim had a child together. Social services had to be made aware of the offender’s bail conditions so that they did not unknowingly allow breaches to the conditions when considering visitation rights with his child. 

As I had seized the suspects mobile phone, I was able to request it to be examined. Specifically, I was looking for any communication between the suspect and the victim which would show malicious communications and any evidence of the possession and/or distribution of drugs. From the examination of the phone, it showed clear evidence of distributing cannabis. According to James (2013), intelligence is at the forefront of proactive modern-day policing. Without the gathering and developing of intelligence has the potential to inform the police of other crimes. In my case details could be gathered that showed a chain of drug supply. Developing this intelligence could lead to the arrest of criminals manufacturing, importing, and supplying cannabis on a bigger scale.

Before the investigation could be sent to the crown prosecution service to decide whether the suspect should be charged with possession or possession with intent to supply, I had to liaise with drug experts within the police for to have the drugs analysed and given a street value. I also had to request that the phone conversations be analysed to determine what they meant by the drug related terms they were using. According to CPS (2022) expert witnesses can be necessary to cases where the information sought is likely to be outside the experience and knowledge of a judge or jury. An expert witness can provide the court with a statement of opinion on any matter they are qualified in.

In this case, the offender was charged by the crown prosecution service for malicious communications and possession with intent to supply class B drugs. On reflection it was a complex and complicated investigation that I had not had the experience of dealing with. It was difficult to request so many actions to be completed by others before it could be to the crown prosecution for a decision to be made. I was fortunate that I had experienced officers around me to guide me in the steps I needed to take.
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