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Please complete the following research proposal and submit it to Turnitin. 

Which project option are you taking? Please tick:

8,000 word project:      √
OR                   
4,000 word project and presentation:   


	NAME: Lewiss Edwards

	STUDENT ID No.: 2029444

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: Police integrity – How the rape and murder of Sarah Everard has affected trust in police by the public across the UK.

Policing in the United Kingdom has recently been marred by high-profile cases of crime being committed by police officers. The rape and murder of Sarah Everard by serving Met police officer Wayne Couzens in March 2021 sparked public outrage, leading to police clashing with protesters at a vigil in Clapham Common, London which caused further violence and bad feeling between the public and police. The case also discovered some shocking revelations, that Couzens had used his position of trust as a police officer to detain Everard, and that messages were sent in serving police officers whatsapp groups joking about offences of rape and murder prior to this incident. It was also revealed that Couzens had previously committed offences such as indecent exposure which hadn’t been punished prior to the murder of Sarah Everard, leading to calls from activists to ‘de-fund the police’ along with the British media being heavily focused on police misconduct. Surveys suggest that women have less trust in the police since Everards murder (Police professional, 2021), however this research will discuss corruption within the police and how the trust of the British public has been affected since these incidents. The incident has also led to accusations of certain police forces in the UK to be institutionally racist following the revelations of the whatsapp group contents, which this research will also explore the effects these claims have on the level of trust in the police.


	
SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 
During my research, I will be evaluating information about the public’s perception of police before and after these incidents took place. My key objectives will be to understand how the public feel that the police are operating and what could police do differently to improve the publics perception of the police. The research will evaluate how people feel when they hear about crimes that have been committed by police officers and how this affects their lives. I want to delve into whether the regular revelations would affect the public calling the police in their time of need, and whether they’d have a higher tolerance of reasons to call the police now compared to previously.


	LITERATURE REVIEW:
I will be utilising textbooks which I intend on sourcing through google scholar and library resources which have been published since 2021. I envisage the literature to be heavily newspaper article based due to the heavy media attention this incident attracted at the time and ever since. Due to there only being two years since the incident, there is not much information about how the public feel since the murder of Sarah Everard and what their perception of police now is.


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
A key research method will be the creation of a survey to be completed the public which I will urge people to complete via social media channels. I will compose and disseminate a questionnaire for the public to complete and my focus group will be anyone over the age of 18. By participating in the survey, participants will confirm that they’re 18 years of age or over. The geographical population focus will be anyone living in the South Wales area, and I will encourage people of any sex to participate as I want to understand the level of trust in police by all.  
I also seek to gain information from police officers, how they feel the level of trust in them from the public has been affected, therefore I will create a survey to send to response officers within South Wales Police. I have chosen South Wales police officers so I can compare officers’ views to that of the public in the aforementioned survey.


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
I will encourage my friends and family to publicise the public survey so it’s reaching a wider sample of the public, not just associates in my circle of socialisation which could distort the findings from being a true reflection of the wider public views. It will be a general questionnaire and I believe this sample will be best to reflect how a variety of people feel about trusting the police. I will keep the questionnaire open until I receive between 20 and 30 responses. This will help analyse the data within a realistic timescale.
The police survey will be advertised on the intranet until I receive the same amount of responses, which will help me gain a proportionate amount of responses and to dissect and then compare the results.


	ETHICAL ISSUES:
No ethical issues identified.

	TIME SCALE:
I envisage my research, surveys and analysis to be complete within six months. It will take me one month to prepare the most suitable questions and I will allow one month for the participants to complete the survey. This will allow four months to analyse and review findings to come to an accurate conclusion of the full research carried out.
 

	REFERENCE LIST:
Police Professional (2021), Women have less trust in police since Sarah Everard murder, survey suggests, available at: https://www.policeprofessional.com/news/women-have-less-trust-in-police-since-sarah-everard-murder-survey-suggests/ (accessed on 18th May 2023)
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