
Early 
Reading 

Development



During lectures, please ….



During lectures,  you will be 
using the research dispositions



To learn  about the skills  children  need to learn to 
read in English, particularly development of their 
phonic skills and their word recognition skills

To think about how you can teach early reading  
in your classroom

Aims for this session



Curriculum for Wales
The Languages, Literacy and Communication part of Curriculum 2022 is split into 4 

What Matter Statements

WMS1: 
Languages 
connect us

WMS4: 
Literature 

fires 
imagination 
and inspires 
creativity

WMS2: 
Understanding 

language is 
the key to 

understanding 
the world 
around us

WMS3: 
Expressing 
ourselves 
through 

language is key 
to 

communication



Why is reading important?

Inside the reading crisis leaving thousands of children in 
Wales unable to read | ITV News

• Does what they said reflect you 
experience as a child or as an 
adult in the classroom?

• Were there terms they used you 
did not understand?

• Did you think they came to sound 
conclusions?

https://www.itv.com/news/2024-09-25/inside-the-reading-crisis-leaving-thousands-of-children-in-wales-unable-to-read
https://www.itv.com/news/2024-09-25/inside-the-reading-crisis-leaving-thousands-of-children-in-wales-unable-to-read
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… what can you recall about how 
‘phonics’ are taught in 
schools….what do you remember 
as a child?

Was it effective?

Think back …



Reading: what are the skills and knowledge that 

children need to learn?

Scarborough.docx



Today, we are going to focus on 
how we support learners as they 

learn phonics, but we do so 
much more in the classroom that 

develop reading skills “Learners should 
experience a 
language-rich 

environment across 
the key stage where 
oracy, reading and 

writing experiences 
are connected.”

Welsh Government (2015) English 
Programme of Study

How can we create a 
language-rich environment 

in classrooms?



Wyse and Hacking 
advocate a 

balanced approach

Wyse & Hacking, 2024
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A very recent announcement

https://www.gov.wales/new-national-
school-programme-literacy-announced

https://www.gov.wales/new-national-school-programme-literacy-announced
https://www.gov.wales/new-national-school-programme-literacy-announced
https://www.gov.wales/new-national-school-programme-literacy-announced
https://www.gov.wales/new-national-school-programme-literacy-announced
https://www.gov.wales/new-national-school-programme-literacy-announced
https://www.gov.wales/new-national-school-programme-literacy-announced
https://www.gov.wales/new-national-school-programme-literacy-announced
https://www.gov.wales/new-national-school-programme-literacy-announced
https://www.gov.wales/new-national-school-programme-literacy-announced
https://www.gov.wales/new-national-school-programme-literacy-announced
https://www.gov.wales/new-national-school-programme-literacy-announced


Literature fires imagination and 
inspires creativity



Phonics is an approach to reading in which 

individual letters or groups of letters are 

linked with the sounds they represent and 

translated into meaningful wholes.

An approach of blending phonemes in sequence all 

through a word in order to read it, and segmenting 

words into their constituent phonemes to spell 

them.

1 Phonological awareness: what 
is phonics?

Letters_and_Sounds_-
_DFES-00281-2007.pdf



Additional resource: 

this booklet is available 

on Moodle.

Phonics made simple.docx



Welsh v English

How are they 
similar? 
How are they 
different?



The English 
Alphabetic Code -
complete picture 

chart.pdf

English Phonics



Warning!!!



How do we explicitly 
teach these skills?

1. Sight recognition / sight words

2. Phonological awareness / decoding

By yourself, 

find out what the terms mean.

How are they taught?

Are there resources that schools buy to 

support pupils’ learning? 

https://padlet.com
/jayne_morgan1/ph

onic-schemes-
f88t3t4edn8qz6re

https://padlet.com/jayne_morgan1/phonic-schemes-f88t3t4edn8qz6re
https://padlet.com/jayne_morgan1/phonic-schemes-f88t3t4edn8qz6re
https://padlet.com/jayne_morgan1/phonic-schemes-f88t3t4edn8qz6re
https://padlet.com/jayne_morgan1/phonic-schemes-f88t3t4edn8qz6re
https://padlet.com/jayne_morgan1/phonic-schemes-f88t3t4edn8qz6re
https://padlet.com/jayne_morgan1/phonic-schemes-f88t3t4edn8qz6re
https://padlet.com/jayne_morgan1/phonic-schemes-f88t3t4edn8qz6re


Teaching phonics

Year 1 KS1 Phonics Lesson 
Observation: The 'ow' Sound

Read Write Inc Sets 1, 2 & 3 
Sounds | Learn Phonics | Learning 

to Read | British Teacher

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IKhzG5R4jc8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IKhzG5R4jc8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y11gUENB4-c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y11gUENB4-c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y11gUENB4-c


Some phonic schemes that are 
widely used 
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• Read Write Inc

• Jolly Phonics

• Letter Land

• Floppy’s Phonics

• Monster Phonics

How is it used?

• Amount of time per day?

• Large groups / small 

groups?

What resources are 

available?

https://padlet.com
/jayne_morgan1/ph

onic-schemes-
f88t3t4edn8qz6re

https://padlet.com/jayne_morgan1/phonic-schemes-f88t3t4edn8qz6re
https://padlet.com/jayne_morgan1/phonic-schemes-f88t3t4edn8qz6re
https://padlet.com/jayne_morgan1/phonic-schemes-f88t3t4edn8qz6re
https://padlet.com/jayne_morgan1/phonic-schemes-f88t3t4edn8qz6re
https://padlet.com/jayne_morgan1/phonic-schemes-f88t3t4edn8qz6re
https://padlet.com/jayne_morgan1/phonic-schemes-f88t3t4edn8qz6re
https://padlet.com/jayne_morgan1/phonic-schemes-f88t3t4edn8qz6re


2 Sight recognition: 
learning sight words

What sort of 
activities 
could you 

prepare to 
support the 
children’s 
learning of 

these words??

Keyword Cards 1.pub Keyword Cards 2.pub
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Activity – Tell the person 
sitting next to you three things 

you have learnt during this 
session.

I will ask a number of people to 
tell me what their partner has 

learnt.

Review
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If you have 
any questions 

following 
today’s 

session, please 
contact me

Jayne Morgan
jayne.morgan@uwtsd.ac.uk

     

mailto:jayne.morgan@uwtsd.ac.uk
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