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Abstract:

This report aims to assess evidence of Welsh identity across Wales through the use of llan place name. Llan (English: Church) is a recognisably Welsh place name denoting an ecclesiastical site. Using both textual sources, place names, and mapping, and database such as Archwilio, and Digimaps. The proliferation of this place name will be analysed in order to understand the spread of the llan and what has affected their geographical position. For the sake of brevity, only those llans of an identifiably medieval origins (Ca. 500-1500) will be used for research and mapping. Both the Welsh border and the Marches will be part of this study. The Welsh border denotes the modern boundary between England and Wales. The March denotes territories fought over during the medieval period by the English and Welsh in order to control Wales. The border indicatesthe proverbial line drawn between England and Wales. (Archwilio.n.d: Llan Distribution Map. Steve Kay. 2016: Lieberman, M. 2010. P1-264: Morgan, T. 1887. P4-103: Settlements on the Welsh Border. WIlcuma. N.d.)







Glossary:
Archwilio – Welsh Archaeological database allowing the user to search for specific time periods, archaeological, objects, sites and geographical areas.
Border – Boundary between Hundreds, Parishes, Counties, Countries.
Clas – Welsh: Ecclesiastical settlement or enclosure.
Database – Collection of archaeological data within one searchable document or website.
Digimap – Digital mapping and GIS Software (Also: Google Maps).
Ecclesiastic – A building, Ideal, or area connected to the church.
Grange – Farm owned of leased by a monastery.
Identity – Set of ideal with which an individual or group define themselves.
Llan/Lan/Lann– Welsh place name; Indicative of a church, parish, ecclesiastic enclosure.
Llys – Welsh: Royal enclosure or court.
March – Areas controlled by Anglo-Norman and Welsh Lords and Crown during the Middle Ages in order to conquer and subdue the Welsh (or to fight against such).
Monastery – Building within individuals follow the Rule of St Benedict.



1. Introduction:
Llan is a recognisable welsh place-name, signifying a connection of that place to a church of some description. These place names can be found throughout Wales and even in a limited area over the border – due to historic border movement and migration – giving us a sense of welsh settlement and the importance of the church due to a variety of different factors as will be discussed throughout this report. There are various methodological problems within this area of research which will need to be discussed. This sway gives a basis for the study of Welsh history and identity throughout the Medieval period. (Archwilio.n.d: Llan Distribution Map. Steve Kay. 2016: Lieberman, M. 2010. P1-264: Morgan, T. 1887. P4-103: Settlements on the Welsh Border. Wilcuma. N.d.)











1.1.Aims:
To establish whether Llan, as a recognisably welsh place name can be used to evidence identity and if this is case, where can it be seen.
To establish whether religion, violence and other factors have influence the spatial spread of llan place names.
1.2.Objectives:
To analysed distribution of the place name during the focal period.
To understand  ideas of identity in Wales during the focal period.
To understand the impact of the movement of the Welsh border.
1.3.Hypothesis:
Llan is a recognisably Welsh/Gaellic place name, thus the highest concentrations suggest the strongest welsh identity or the perceived need for an Welsh identity. (Morgan, T. 1887. P2-103: Beamond, R. 2017. PP431-506:Flatres, P. 1977. P63-77.)
That llan place-names means there is a connection to that church, thus a need for worship, protection or control. (Morgan, T. 1887. P2-103: Beamond, R. 2017. PP431-506)
The fluidity of the Welsh border over time has influenced the distribution of Llan place names. (Liebermann, M. 2010. PP1-264: : Beamond, R. 2017. PP431-506: Wales History Map: Lords of the Border March. CADW. 2016)
Methodology:
1. Research sources that discuss the Llan place name its origins, history and importance.
2. Research Maps and database that will allow a comparison with above data.
3. Combine the data sets above in mapping to assess the distribution of Llan place names.
4.  Use textual sources and other evidence to assess the causes and correlations of the data found in the above research.
The textual sources are those such as Morgan (1887. P4-103) which provide textual data and analysis of Welsh place names supplying lists of data, toponymic meanings and distributions etc. Textual sources will not just be limited to modern sources, there will be room to consider medieval sources such as Gerald of Wales’ Itinerary of Wales. (Gerald of Wales, Itinerary of Archbishop Baldwin Through Wales. A Vision of Britain Through Time. 2017), Brut Y Twysogion (Ithel, A, W, J. 1860. PP2-377) and ‘The Medieval ‘Marches’ of Normandy and Wales’ by Max Lieberman. (Lieberman, M. 2010. PP1-264. Lieberman, M. 2010b. P1358-1380)
3.Data set 1:
Data set 1 consists of available maps, databases and distribution maps that allow the study of the Llan place name. This requires the use of databases such as Archwilio which allows the search of sites and their distribution . The data available has then been formatted and condensed into tables, graphs, charts and maps that more easily demonstrate the data and patterns that are to be discussed. (Archwilio. Nd: Llan distribution map. Steve Kay. 2016.See also: Figure 1 onwards)

4.Data set 2:
Data set 2 consists of textual sources covering place-names in Wales, focusing on their distribution with a preference for those that focus of Llan or any other church related place names. This will include both modern scholarship and medieval sources such as the Mabinogion and Max Lieberman’s ‘ The Medieval ‘marches’ of Normandy and Wales’ as aforementioned. This data set will also touch on the Welsh border in relation to which both data sets will be discussed. (Lieberman, M. 2010. P1-264: Lieberman, M. 2010b. P1350-1380: Ithel, A, W, J. 1860. PP2-377: Morgan, T. 1887. P2-103)



5.Discussion and Interpretation:
Llan signifies a church, parish church or church enclosure in Welsh language. It is often connected to the name of a founding or celebrated saint. i.e. Llanbedr Pont Steffan – The church of St Peter on Stephen’s Bridge. (St Peters Church, Lampeter. Genuki. N.d: Breton (Ar Brezhoneg) Made Easy. Breizh Poellrezh. 2017: Cornish Language and Place Names in Cornwall. intoCornwall.com. n.d: Beamond, R. 2017. PP431-506: Morgan, T. 1887. P2-103)
There are comparisons with Breton ‘Lan’ (Church/Monastery/Hermitage) which is often mistaken with ‘Lann’ (heather/gorse/moor) and also comparisons with Cornish ‘Lan’ (sacred enclosure/Church/Monastery). This is a striking resemblance to the aforementioned Welsh, largely due to the fact that Welsh, Breton and Cornish have the same base language  Brythonic. This language was spoken across Britain before the Roman invasion and the Welsh, Cornish and Breton languages are the remnant of this older language.(Breton (Ar Brezhoneg) Made Easy. 2017: Gerald of Wales, The Itinerary of Archbishop Baldwin through Wales. 2017:  Lieberman, M. 2010. P1-264: Lieberman, M. 2010b. P1350-1380:  Morgan, T. 1887. P4-103)
 Llan is a recognisably welsh place-name and thus gives the impression that place and surrounding areas at one point had a Welsh Population and/or was considered Welsh. Looking at distribution map (figure 1) as part of data set 1, we can see that the assumed pattern of Llan place names being wide-spread is not necessarily a reality on the ground. We can see that there is indeed a spread of the place-name all across Wales, but it is not as even as we might expect of something that is ‘stereotypically’ welsh. (Llan distribution map. Steve Kay. 2016) We can see that there are various areas that have higher numbers of the place-name such as the Llyn Peninsula, which may be less expected. Also we see areas that have a well-known ecclesiastical presence such as St David’s actually having a very low number of Llans. This would be, perhaps, an area where we would expect to find more prominence in the place name. Thus, already the assumption that the Llan place name would be widespread across Wales is challenged. Looking at the distribution map, another feature that appears is that of the Welsh Border and March. There appears to be a higher concentration of Llans in these areas and also just beyond the Welsh border, suggesting that there may be some form of correlation between the Welsh border and the aforementioned place-name. (Llan distribution map. Steve Kay. 2016: Leiberman, M. 2010. PP1-264: Lieberman, M. 2010b. PP1358-1380: Jones, G, R, J. 1960. PP66-81)
A suggestion to be made here is that perhaps a connection with the church being seen as a protection during the Middle Ages which can be assessed using data set 2. Monks were seen as spiritual soldiers this coupled with the violence associated with the marches suggests that the prevalence of church related place names is not so much down to  Welsh identity but physical and spritual protection. (The Three Estates. California Polytechnic University. N.d)  As we can see in Morgan 1887 (P4-103), the assumption that the borders have the highest  number of llan does not appear accurate. This may, however, be down to issues with the source material – material was lost when digitally scanned by google. Looking at the sources provided by Archwilio we can see that there is a definite accumulation of llan place names around the marches and welsh border - This is supported by the already discussed figure 1 which shows correlation. (Archwilio, n.d: Lieberman, M. 2010. P1-264: Settlements on the Welsh Border. Wilcuma. N.d: Figures 1-15)  Another note to make in terms of the prevalence of Churches and the importance of religion is that not only do we see the Llan place name, but also it is typically always coupled with the name of a saint. This study has not focused on the conflation of the place name and saints but this perhaps is another area open to study. (Archwilio, n.d: Lieberman, M. 2010. PP1-264: Lieberman, M. 2010b: The Three estates. California Polytechnic University. N.d: Morgan, T. 1887. P4-103: Figure 4 onwards)
Using the Mabinogion, we can see that although it gives us little information about place-names, is does give us a sense of the importance of Landscape and places within a landscape within medieval Welsh identity. Places are noted by markers so we can assume that place-names, which often describe an important feature of a settlement or area. i.e Llan, act in a similar way. The Brut Y Twywsogion was also a source used to assess the prominence of Llan place names for this study. Both texts do have instances of Llan-related names, however, although we see very clearly the importance of landscape and environment within these sources. Place names are not  the primary focus of these sources. Both sources combine history and mythology meaning that the accounts provided are not necessarily reliable. A running theme in both sources seems to be the lack of llan-place names. This may partly be due to the Mabinogion’s tales being influenced by legend and the Brut being more focused on the Princes’.  These sources are useful in ascertaining the importance of landscape; both provide frequent descriptions and the Mabinogion describes various landscapes within its tales. However, despite the usefulness these sources did not provide the hoped for data. Gerald of Wales Itinerary of Archbishop Baldwin’s travels around Wales proved more useful data, however it is limited to the route taken and only to those places that Gerald deems worthy to be mentioned. This means that there could be many places omitted entirely should this source be overly relied upon. (Davies, S. 2007. PP3-227: Ithel, A,W,J. 1860. P2-377: Gerald of Wales, The Itinerary of Archbishop Baldwin Through Wales. 2017[footnoteRef:1]) [1:  See also: Gerald of Wales: Book 2, Chapter 1: Saint David’s. A Vision of Britain Through Time. 2017. Available from: http://www.visionofbritain.org.uk/travellers/Cambrensis_Tour/17. Accessed: 17/5/18: Gerald of Wales: Book 3, Chapter 3: Of the river Teivi, Cardigan, and Emelyn. A Vision of Britain Through Time. 2017. Available from: http://www.visionofbritain.org.uk/travellers/Cambrensis_Tour/19. Accessed: 17/5/18.
] 

Looking at figures 1, 2 and 3, one of the clearest, and most frequent occurrences is that of churches. This is visible both in the Early Medieval and Medieval. During the Medieval however, we see a wider range of indicators for Llan; the house and industry factors are now much higher than in the previous chart. This may perhaps reflect the already discussed pattern of the place-name found, in that it only appears in high volumes in certain areas. Alternatively it could just be that these are the areas that happen to have been chosen for archaeological investigation and analysis. However, we do see the expected theme; churches appear as the most common incidence of the name in Figures 1 and 2. We have various reports available through organisations such as CADW. Which, although, they do not necessarily cover all of the areas within this study, give us some idea of the breadth and depth of the research taken into this field of study. One of the clearest things we can see from these studies is that the majority of data and research has be done or a local or regional scale, not one that is Wales wide. (Archwilio. N.d: Morgan, T. 1887. P4-103: Evans, E. 2003. PP431-506: Jones & Hankinson,  2011. P4-43: Silvester and Hankinson. 2002. PP1-57)
The Welsh border has never been a ‘solid’ border line throughout history and certainly not as a solid ‘line’ as we would think of it today. The ‘Marches’ in particular can be seen as a border ‘area’ and one that in terms of being ‘Welsh’ is highly fluid due to issues of ownership, population, law and violence. For example, castles that may be thought of as Welsh, were built by Anglo-Norman invaders as a display of dominance relating to conquest and control. Thus what we believe to be ‘Welsh’ is not necessarily so. This in turn can be applies to the ‘Welsh’ March. The majority of Baronies, Castles and large holdings were held by Anglo-Norman lords favoured by the English crown, despite potentially later intermarrying with the Welsh population. Therefore, their legacy is arguably Anglo-Norman not Welsh. Consequently, in times of violence, rebellion and so on, these areas were targets for the Welsh wanting to stake their claim to ‘Welsh’ lands but also to the English claiming it as their own. With this we can question when areas change hands through fighting, did they identify as Welsh or English? Did the population consider the change? And what did the general population identify themselves as? It could thus be argued that Llan indicates a response to Anglo-Welsh relstions. (Archwilio, n.d: Leiberman, M. 2010. PP1-264: Lieberman, M. 2010b: Gerald of Wales, The Itinerary of Archbishop Baldwin Through Wales. 2017: Figure 4 onwards)



Methodological issues:
There are several methodological problems within this area of research. The text of Morgan 1887 has been digitally scanned and uploaded by google, but in doing so vital text has been lost i.e.lists of  place-names. Multiple available versions have this issue meaning that there may be no available full text creating the need for cross-referencing. This is problematic as different books cover different geographical groupings such as Carmarthenshire. When one may wish to look at Ceredigion creating issues of exactly what geographical unit place-names come under and thus what does he author list them under. (Morgan. 1887. P4-103:  Lieberman, M. 2010. PP1-264: Lieberman, M. 2010b : Evans, E. 2003. PP431-506: Jones & Hankinson,  2011. P4-43: Silvester and Hankinson. 2002. PP1-57)
There is also an issue of disparity either side of the border in terms of available mapping resources such as Archwilio which allows you to search for archaeological sites and allows you to visually see their distribution on a map of Wales. This only works, however, for sites that have confirmed archaeological sites thus skewing results. This is hugely useful, but it does not extend beyond the Welsh border meaning that those areas that have been Welsh in the past which will have relevant place-names for this research will be very easily missed due to having to manually track them. Use of the database also requires  specific search terms such as ‘Early Medieval’ and ‘Medieval’, so here we are limited to whatever the website developers have determined as Medieval or Early Medieval. Which depending on the dates the developer has provided may skew results. Most searches also provide us with multiple hits for one area due to multiple indications of archaeology being confirmed. There is also the issue of their being on similar available version of the database for England, making it extremely difficult to create an understanding of similar patterns on the English side of the border other than sources such as the distribution map shown in Data Set 1.(Archwilio. N.d. Figure 4 onwards)
[bookmark: _Hlk514658076][bookmark: _Hlk514658116]Another aspect of this is potential need for comparison with Cornish and Breton sources, if source material is not acceptable or partial. Using these secondary sets of sources allows us to fill in, with analysis and caution, the gaps found in sources focusing singularly on Welsh Llans. This means that the research area would substantially broaden out creating a much larger work load. However, it does mean there is further need for work looking at comparisons of the language and memory of place name and identity in Wales, Cornwall and Brittany and what the correlations may be. Would church or ecclesiastically connected place names show the same patterns as discussed here, with more prevalence in areas affected by invasion or borders? (Morgan, 1887, P4-103: Cornish Breton (Ar Brezhoneg) Made Easy. 2017: Cornish Language and Place Names in Cornwall. n.d: Lieberman, 2010b. PP1-264)
Something else that has not been discussed as a methodological issue, is how do we define and identify something as intangible as identity. Due to being so subjective and individual in perspective, every individual may have a different idea of their own identity being that of their regional area or of the country. This is further expounded by the fact that we are not looking at this problem within a modern context but that of the Middle Ages. We have limited resources, mainly highly biased, altered and fragmentary as is often the case with surviving medieval material. We know that texts such as Gerald’s of Wales Itinerary are biased in their authorship and are written to a specific audience. (Lieberman, 2010, PP1-264: Lieberman, 2010b. P1358-1380: Gerald of Wales, Itinerary of the Archbishop through Wales. 2017. See Also Fn1) 




6.Conclusion;
Overall, this study has found that the expected spread of Llan place names was not present but in fact, as previously stated there are varying concentrations found in certain areas of the country. The most obvious and interesting of these concentrations being those of the Border and/or March. As for assessing the causes of this unexpected pattern, there are various factors that have been discussed such as religion, violence and so on. The prominent assumption we can make in the causation of the pattern of Llan place names is that it is a combination of factors. Clearly the biggest influence to be suggested is that of the Anglo-Norman invasions leading to the creating of the Marches and definition of the Welsh border. Religion as another factor can then be suggested to have further influenced this, areas experiencing turbulence and violence could seek protection in the church thus arguably causing a higher prevalence of Church and therefore in turn, church-related place names. Data set 2 initially was thought to be a good data set with which to the various works in use being situated within the medieval period – the main focus of this report. However, once the data set began to be used practically it soon proved to be ineffective. The biases, narrow field and lack of relevance meant that as interesting as the data set was, it was not as useful to the study as thought. In combination with modern sources this could be in part be mitigated, but a reliance on modern sources was required to provide a more accurate and reliable dataset with which to demonstrate findings. Therefore, as a whole this study was not completely effective in assessing what caused the variations in the spread of the Llan place name. It does, however, provide some insight into the area of research and other avenues that may be looked into, such as the combination of Llan with Saints. We can see that there is some correlation between the number of Llan and the Welsh Border and March and the reasons for this have already been discussed. This study has not quite completed it’s aims but has gone at least some ways into creating an understanding of the topic. (Archwilio.n.d: Llan Distribution Map. Steve Kay. 2016: Lieberman, M. 2010. P1-264: PP1-264: Lieberman, M. 2010b Morgan, T. 1887. P4-103: Settlements on the Welsh Border. Wilcuma. N.d: Davies, S. 2007. PP3-227: Ithel, A,W,J. 1860. P2-377)
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7. Appendix.
7.1. Charts and Graphs:
[image: https://static1.squarespace.com/static/55a411fee4b048e137875f95/t/5692b4a3841aba578bf9fab9/1452455079273/?format=500w]
Figure 1: Llan Distribution Map.


Figure 2: Archwilio; Incidences of Early Medieval llan Records.

Figure 3: Archwilio; Incidences of Medieval llan records.


7.2.Archwilio Images:
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Figure 4. Denbighshire (Early Medieval)
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Figure 5: Denbighshire (Medieval)
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Figure 6: Flintshire (Early Medieval)
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Figure 7: Flintshire (Medieval)
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Figure 8: Wrexham (Early Medieval)
[image: ]
Figure 9: Wrexham (Medieval)
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Figure 10: Powys (Early Medieval)
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Figure 11: Powys (Medieval)
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Figure 12: Monmouthshire (Early Medieval)
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Figure 13: Monmouthshire (Medieval)
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Figure 14: Newport (Early Medieval)
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Figure 15: Newport (Medieval)
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Parish, Church, Church Yard	Denbighshire	Flintshire	Conwy	Wrexham	Powys	Monmouth	Newport	0	0	0	1	8	22	4	Chapel	Denbighshire	Flintshire	Conwy	Wrexham	Powys	Monmouth	Newport	0	0	0	0	1	1	0	Monastery, Grange or Clas	Denbighshire	Flintshire	Conwy	Wrexham	Powys	Monmouth	Newport	2	0	0	0	5	7	1	Cross	Denbighshire	Flintshire	Conwy	Wrexham	Powys	Monmouth	Newport	0	0	0	4	0	0	Stone, inscribes, Carved	Denbighshire	Flintshire	Conwy	Wrexham	Powys	Monmouth	Newport	2	0	2	0	11	0	0	House, Manor, Motte, Castle	Denbighshire	Flintshire	Conwy	Wrexham	Powys	Monmouth	Newport	0	0	1	0	0	0	0	Industry, Agriculture	Denbighshire	Flintshire	Conwy	Wrexham	Powys	Monmouth	Newport	0	0	0	1	0	0	Llys, Enclosure, Bourndary	Denbighshire	Flintshire	Conwy	Wrexham	Powys	Monmouth	Newport	1	0	1	2	3	2	0	Well or Spring	Denbighshire	Flintshire	Conwy	Wrexham	Powys	Monmouth	Newport	2	0	1	0	1	0	0	Wood/Forest	Denbighshire	Flintshire	Conwy	Wrexham	Powys	Monmouth	Newport	0	0	0	0	0	0	0	Deserted/Shrunken Village	Denbighshire	Flintshire	Conwy	Wrexham	Powys	Monmouth	Newport	0	0	0	0	0	0	Find/Find spot	Denbighshire	Flintshire	Conwy	Wrexham	Powys	Monmouth	Newport	2	0	2	0	2	0	0	Tomb	Denbighshire	Flintshire	Conwy	Wrexham	Powys	Monmouth	Newport	0	0	1	0	1	0	0	Battle Site	Denbighshire	Flintshire	Conwy	Wrexham	Powys	Monmouth	Newport	0	0	1	0	1	0	0	Field/Placename	Denbighshire	Flintshire	Conwy	Wrexham	Powys	Monmouth	Newport	0	0	0	1	1	0	0	Miscellaneous	Denbighshire	Flintshire	Conwy	Wrexham	Powys	Monmouth	Newport	0	0	0	0	1	0	1	



Archwilio; Incidences of Medieval 'Llan' Records

Parish, Church, Church Yard	Denbighshire	Flintshire	Conwy 	Wrexham	Powys	Monmouthshire	Newport	12	0	15	1	22	31	3	Chapel	Denbighshire	Flintshire	Conwy 	Wrexham	Powys	Monmouthshire	Newport	2	0	1	0	3	7	Monastery, Grange, Clas	Denbighshire	Flintshire	Conwy 	Wrexham	Powys	Monmouthshire	Newport	1	0	0	0	7	4	0	Cross	Denbighshire	Flintshire	Conwy 	Wrexham	Powys	Monmouthshire	Newport	1	1	1	0	2	5	0	Stone, Carved, Inscribed	Denbighshire	Flintshire	Conwy 	Wrexham	Powys	Monmouthshire	Newport	0	0	0	0	2	1	0	House, Manor, Motte, Castle, Park	Denbighshire	Flintshire	Conwy 	Wrexham	Powys	Monmouthshire	Newport	6	0	4	1	9	11	3	Industry, Agriculture	Denbighshire	Flintshire	Conwy 	Wrexham	Powys	Monmouthshire	Newport	1	4	3	0	11	3	1	Llys, Enclosure, Boundary	Denbighshire	Flintshire	Conwy 	Wrexham	Powys	Monmouthshire	Newport	2	0	5	0	5	0	0	Well, Spring	Denbighshire	Flintshire	Conwy 	Wrexham	Powys	Monmouthshire	Newport	0	0	0	0	0	0	0	Forest	Denbighshire	Flintshire	Conwy 	Wrexham	Powys	Monmouthshire	Newport	1	0	0	1	1	0	Deserted or Shrunken Villages	Denbighshire	Flintshire	Conwy 	Wrexham	Powys	Monmouthshire	Newport	2	0	1	0	1	2	1	Find or Find Spots	Denbighshire	Flintshire	Conwy 	Wrexham	Powys	Monmouthshire	Newport	2	0	1	1	4	0	0	Tomb 	Denbighshire	Flintshire	Conwy 	Wrexham	Powys	Monmouthshire	Newport	0	0	0	0	0	0	0	Battle Site	Denbighshire	Flintshire	Conwy 	Wrexham	Powys	Monmouthshire	Newport	0	0	0	0	0	0	0	Field or Place names	Denbighshire	Flintshire	Conwy 	Wrexham	Powys	Monmouthshire	Newport	0	0	0	0	0	0	0	Miscellaneous	Denbighshire	Flintshire	Conwy 	Wrexham	Powys	Monmouthshire	Newport	0	1	0	0	0	0	0	
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