
 APPENDIX GA36a
 
	LEVEL 4 ASSESSMENT SPECIFICATION 


 
	Student name:
	     Syeda Aysha Siddika
	Student ID number:
	 2213918

	Programme:
	Law and Legal Practice

	Module:
	Criminal Litigation

	Module code:
	BMLW4000
	Contribution to Overall Module Assessment (%):
	50%

	Lecturer:
	James Drew
	Internal Verifier:
	Sian Turvey

	Assignment Title:
	The Case of Miss Sarah Jones 
	Word count (or equivalent):
	1500

	Submission deadline:
	 
	Return date of provisional marks & written feedback:
	 

	Submission method:
	All written assessments, where practical and possible, must be submitted via Turnitin unless otherwise instructed by the Lecturer. (Please DO NOT put this assessment specification into Turnitin or it will match many similarities with other students’ submissions.)
Alternative submission method (if applicable): 
Late submission of the assessment will result in a late penalty mark.  Penalties for late submission: Up to one week late, maximum mark of 40%.  Over one week late, 0%.  Only the Extenuating Circumstances Panel may approve a change to submission dates.

	Academic honesty / referencing:
	Academic honesty is required. In the main body of your submission you must give credit to authors on whose research and ideas your work is based. Append to your submission a reference list that indicates the books, articles, etc. that you have used, cited or quoted in order to complete this assessment.  


 
 
 
 
 
 


 
 
	Module Learning Outcomes 
(from module syllabus)

	 
· Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the key concepts of the structure of the courts, criminal jurisdiction and the role of the police 
· Understand the various stages of criminal proceedings, bail and funding to prepare for and to advise a client for criminal proceedings.  
 
 


 
 
 
	

TASK DESCRIPTION


 
 
Background
 
You are a trainee lawyer with the firm ‘Trinity Solicitors’. You are currently working in the Criminal Litigation Department of the firm, which has a standard criminal contract and participates in a number of local duty solicitor schemes. Among the cases being handled by the Department at the present time is the matter of: Miss Sarah Jones.
 
This client, aged 35, is charged with one offence of theft of a Gucci handbag valued at £5000 and one count of assault. 
 
Sarah Jones (Miss Jones) is from a troubled neighbourhood and succumbed to a life of crime during her teens and early twenties. She is currently unemployed but volunteers at the local catholic church having found religion a few years ago.  
 
Your client was sentenced to four years for robbery five years ago but was paroled after two years for good behaviour. She is an active member of the church and participates in a number of charitable causes. 
 
Miss Jones tells you that she did not steal the Handbag; she found it in a lane just off Wind Street in Swansea while on a night out. As she picked up the Handbag, an individual known to the client as Miss Nora Davies, attacked her and snatched the Handbag from her grasp shouting “Oi, that’s my Gucci handbag!!”. 
 
Miss Jones tells you that Miss Davies is also from a bad neighbourhood, has always been unemployed, and there is no way that she could afford to purchase a Gucci handbag. 
 
PC Norman Jenkins was on routine patrol on Wind Street when he saw the two women fighting. Miss Jones told the officer that Miss Davies had stolen her Gucci handbag and was merely attempting to recover her property. Miss Davies said that her Grandmother had gifted her the handbag some years ago but she does not have a receipt and her Grandmother is now deceased.  
 
PC Jenkins arrested Miss Jones on suspicion of theft of the Gucci handbag and for assault. 
 
Your client is due to attend South Wales Police Headquarters for her first interview relating to this incident. Miss Jones is adamant that she is innocent on both charges. 
 
· You must review and set out the law for the offences and be able to explain the mens rea and actus reus.
· Explain the range of possible sentences for the alleged offences. 
· Evaluate the strength of the evidence against the client. 
· Evaluate the value/strength of Miss Davies’ claims and how this impacts upon Miss Jones’ case. 
· Explain the advantages and disadvantages in advising the client to remain silent during the police interview.
· Discuss what factors the court will take into account when allocating Miss Jones’ case for trial.
 
INTERNAL MEMORANDUM
 
TO: Thomas Trinity
 
FROM: (Syeda Aysha Siddika)
 
MATTER: The case of SARAH JONES
 
DATE: 01/11/2022
 
 
This is the case of Miss Sarah Jones. 
I will set out below the following, Miss Jones has been charged with theft and assault I believe Miss Jones has previous history of robbery and was sentenced for five years however Miss Jones sentence was paroled after two years due to her good behaviour. 
As Miss Davies snatched the bag of Miss Jones mentioning this is her bag, Miss Jones says she found it on a lane just of Wind Street, Swansea.
Miss Davies has always been unemployed and from a bad area, from her background it is not possible to buy a Gucci bag but Miss Davies says this is a sentimental gift from her grandmother. 
I would like to point out that if Miss Jones did not have any bad intentions of the bag why did she assault Miss Davies and cause fight in the street. They are both from bad areas themselves. Miss jones assaulted Miss Davies which is Guilty Act as she assaulted Miss Davies after being accused of robbing the Gucci bag. If Miss jones did not rob the bag she may not have had the Guilty mind of theft but by assaulting Miss Davies she has guilty act. 
Miss Jones may be given different kind of sentence due to alleged offences she made such as theft which she can get maximum of seven years custody. 
During police interview if client remains silent opposition may change their words which they accused them off which may help in the clients case. Also if client remains silent she may not be able to prove herself innocent as she has been asked to remain silent. If you remain silent it may also seem the client or opposition has something to hide which is why they have chosen to remain silent. On the other hand not speaking during police interview may also fail to defend themselves. 

The court may take into account that the bag was found on Miss Jones, however Miss Jones did say she found it on a lane in Wind Street could there be proof such as checking for CCTV cameras in that area to see if Miss Jones is saying the truth. As PC Jenkins was on her routine patrol she saw two women fighting will PC Jenkins statement be taken into account, however PC Jenkins came after the bag was already in Miss Jones hand. Can there be any other eyewitness around the area to make the case easier to decide if Miss Jones really did steal the bag or is she saying the truth about finding it on the street.  
After taking into account both Miss Jones and Miss Davies background and all the statements and witnesses and proof such as CCTV footages the court will take into account of the final decision. 


 
 
 


