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	Everything you need to know about our Fantastic Community School, Come on in!
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Telephone Number: 01437 761533 – Email Enquiries: admin@churchstreetprimary.ac.uk





A Word from the Headteacher – Mr Jones
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Ralph Waldo Emerson an American Writer and Poet said, “Do not go where the path may lead; go instead where there is no path and leave a trail” (Lean CX, 2020). These are wise words, but they can be difficult to follow. It's just too tempting to take the safe route and go with the tide. To make a difference between our own lives and the lives of others, we must think often. I hope that this prospectus reflects the multi-faceted essence of Church Street Primary School. I look forward to answering any questions you might have and am eager to meeting you all and welcoming your children to our great school. 
MR ROBERT JONES

Introduction to Church Street Primary…
Firstly, Welcome to Church Street Primary School! 
 
[image: Ysgol Wdig]Thank you for taking the time to read our prospectus. This prospectus intends to give you an insight into our fantastic school and will explain what goes on in the classrooms. It also contains information about the routines and procedures we have to make daily life run smoothly. We hope that it answers many of your questions and reflects the pride that we all have in our school. 

With approximately 125 children on roll, we serve the community of Fishguard and Goodwick, and are eager to welcome any other pupils afar that which to join us in this fantastic primary school.  Our school is located in the town of Goodwick at the top of Stop and Call Hill, which in fact has a great view over the gorgeous town, breakwater and the functioning of the Stena Line.  
[image: Sea View | VisitWales]
Here at Church Street Primary, we provide a happy, secure and stimulating learning environment where we promote learning through play in the early years and encourage the independent learning of our children. We have high expectations and our ethos both encourages and promotes an environment where children can be themselves and achieve their very best. This Primary School accommodates children from the ages of 6 to 11. within the school, we have 3 classrooms.

If you are considering applying for a place at our school for your child, please contact us and make an appointment for a tour of the school. This will give you the opportunity to meet us and see the children and staff at work. It will also give you the opportunity to ask questions and discuss any concerns you may have. Any contact details you may need are on the front or back of the prospectus.  
I look forward to meeting you and hope that you will enjoy being part of our Church Street Primary School community. 

At Church Street Primary School, we provide an excellent education within our environment. Every individual is valued, and we respect everyone’s opinion, faith, race and gender. We believe that education should be seen by our children as life enhancing, life lasting and we ensure as a school community that every child matter. Church Street Primary School Aims




Our goal is to provide a happy and safe atmosphere in which children enjoy studying and participating in school activities. The following are the goals of our school: 

• To cultivate children's interest, imagination, and creativity in a broad and balanced, well-taught artistic programme that allows all children to achieve their maximum learning, physical, and social potential.
• To promote curiosity, creativity, a love of learning, and a sense of fun in youth. 
•  To have a happy, compassionate, and healthy atmosphere in which children can make friends, learn to help one another, and build a stronger sense of community. 
•  To encourage children to make responsible decisions and take responsibility for their behaviour by instilling self-discipline, independence, and resilience.
[image: Fairtrade for Schools | Fairtrade Foundation]To accomplish these targets, the staff and governors believe that a strong partnership between school and home is needed. If you have a concern, wish to tell us more, or want to share your feelings, please take advantage of opportunities to talk with Staff or Governors. The school aspires to serve the community through providing a high-quality education to its students, who will be able to do so through practicing through the philosophy of learning by play and by being as self-sufficient as possible through their own experiences. creating an environment where we promote the individual and creativity of our pupils will allow them to develop to the best of their ability. 
KEY TERMS




These key terms have been explained in this prospectus to allow you as parents to fully understand every aspect that is explained throughout. Again, if there are any questions about what is explained, the contact information and will be on the back of the prospectus. 
SCHOOLING – 
Collins (2020) explains the definition of schooling is education that is received in a school setting and the process of teaching in a school. it is important that this definition is understood as it can be used in different terms. for example, schooling can also be used in terms of the cost of living at school, this would not be suitable to this school as Church Street School holds no accommodation for pupils (Collins, 2020). 
EDUCATION – 
The definition of education is similar to schooling. “The process of teaching and learning, or the organisations such as schools where the process happens” (Cambridge Dictionary, 2021). This definition clearly indicates the similarity between the two definitions explained. they both share the common goal of being the environment. of learning, and that is what is intended to be done here at Church Street Primary School. Spring supports these definitions explaining the purpose of education:
In the current world economy, educational deprivation has dire consequences for human welfare. since the 1970s, income and wealth are increasingly related to years of education as wages increase for jobs requiring technological skills and wages decline for low skilled jobs. also, education contributes to health: population movement and crowded living conditions have enhanced the conditions for the spread of infectious diseases. 
(Spring, 2000, p. 1) 
As a school, we thought this was relevant to include in this prospectus to show you as parents how serious we take our pupils achievements and education here at Church Street School. Education is critical for pupils to get the best out of their future and as a school, we are there every step of the way to ensure that this is done to the best of their ability


IDEOLOGY – 
Another term that needs to be explained is Ideology. Cambridge (2021) emphasis that the term Ideology means a specific set of beliefs or ideas. In particular, one of which are based in a political system or organisation. According to this definition, the term ideology in a school setting would imply the beliefs and rules we have as a school environment. This proves an important term throughout the prospectus as aits aim is to show you as parents and possible students of the clear values, aims and ethos of Church Street School. 
It is vital to recognise that the ideology of this school is designed after thorough research into what the children and parents expect from us as a school, this is done through the work of the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Article 26 states:
1. Everyone has the right to education. education shall be free, at least in the elementary and fundamental stages. Elementary education shall be compulsory. 
2. (3) Parents have a prior right to choose the kind of education that shall be given to their children. 
(Spring, 2000, p. 2)
As a school, it is important that we familiarise these rights to you because our goal is to fulfil these rights for you. The first right is deemed for your child. this indicates our clear goal as a school that every pupil matters to us and we guarantee that every pupil will have the equal chance at succeeding at Church Street School. 
The second Universal Declaration of Human Rights that we have highlighted emphasises on your behalf, the parent. The purpose of writing this prospectus is to ensure you have the right to choose the best education for your child. 
If you would like to seek more information of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, please follow the link below:
https://www.un.org/en/about-us/universal-declaration-of-human-rights
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SCHOOL DAY STRUCTURE



	
	MONDAY
	TUESDAY
	WEDNESDAY
	THURSDAY
	FRIDAY

	9.30am
	Registration & Feelings
	Registration & Feelings
	Registration & Feelings
	Registration & Feelings
	Registration & Feelings

	9.45am – 10.45am
	Science
	Maths
	Welsh
	English
	ITS FREEDAY

	10.45am – 11am
	BREAK TIME
	BREAKTIME
	BREAKTIME
	BREAKTIME
	BREAKTIME

	11am - 12pm
	Physical Education
	Science
	English
	Physical Education
	ITS FREEDAY

	12pm – 12.30pm
	Clean Down & Hygiene
	Clean Down & Hygiene
	Clean Down & Hygiene
	Clean Down & Hygiene
	Clean Down & Hygiene

	12.30pm – 1.30pm
	LUNCHTIME
	LUNCHTIME
	LUNCHTIME
	LUNCHTIME
	LUNCHTIME

	1.30pm – 2.15pm
	Welsh
	English
	Maths
	Welsh
	ITS FREEDAY

	2.15pm – 2.30pm
	BREAKTIME
	BREAKTIME
	BREAKTIME
	BREAKTIME
	BREAKTIME

	2.30pm – 3pm
	Reading & Writing
	Reading & Writing
	Reading & Writing
	Reading & Writing
	ITS FREEDAY

	3pm
	END OF DAY
	END OF DAY
	END OF DAY
	END OF DAY
	END OF DAY



[image: ]The above has been structured to show you the school day at Church Street School. Pupils will be expected to arrive at school between 9.15am and 9.30 am. 
The reason we have taken the decision to start school at a later time is because we feel pupils will be more alert and ready to learn. Carkadon (2004) implies that only 50% of pupils have a reason to go to sleep on a school night. This is relevant to our start of the day because if the pupil is tired. They will not be fully engaged in any task then this could affect the behaviour in the classroom too. 
Carkadon (2004) adds that extracurricular events, such as athletics, are examples of activities that can affect sleep habits. According to a survey, 90% of students participate in extracurricular activities; thus, extracurricular activities could influence students' sleep patterns. Here at Church Street School, the wellbeing of every child is important to us. we support and promote the idea that children should be as active as possible and take part in as much extracurricular activity as possible. Therefore, our idea of starting school later in the day will minimize the effect of academic achievement in school.
Registration and Feelings is our own idea to start the day. While our members of staff take the register, they will interact with each pupil in the class. Through this strategy, we will be able to identify, how the pupil is feeling, and we can then offer to support or advice to the pupil is they need help. Allowing us to discover how the children are feeling will help target who requires attention during the day. If pupils are struggling, we have support teams that specialize in this field, they are called Nurture Groups. These groups “aim to educate children in mainstream school whatever possible, to identify the needs of those at risk of failure and need effective help” (Bennathan and Boxall, 2000, p. 3). Before using this at Church Street School, it was vital that we got some feedback and some results from other schools that tried this strategy, Bennathan and Boxall (2000) explained the children's achievements changed dramatically as a result of the groups' efforts. Since all teachers in the school had to agree, support for one another became part of the school ethos; a whole school approach was assured. Parents who were well aware that their children wanted extra support but opposed the notion of sending them to a special school liked the groups as well.
The evidence to back up the ideas of children expressing their feelings and the help of nurture groups at the start of the day emphasise the importance that this could have on the child’s academic learning. and if the child I sever referred to a nurture group or their behaviour is raised for concern, you as parents will be notified immediately.  
Noted on the school structure, we have provided the school with 3 break times. As a school, we feel it is vital that children have enough time to express themselves freely and be independent and creative learners. Allowing children to have enough free time to do so will not only shape their learning but gives us as staff ideas to create a better learning environment for the pupils:
The playground and school grounds can play a role in the governance of the school. a real involvement of pupils in decision making can be a major part of whole school approach to behaviour in school. because of their knowledge of breaktime, and because they are in a sense those most affected by it, breaktime can be the focus around which much discussion and collaboration can take place.
(Blatchford and Sharp, 2005, p. 7)
This research into breaktimes shows how important it is to children to allow them to express themselves freely. even if it is as little as 15 minutes, they will still be able to let off steam and become as creative as possible. some schools do argue the amount of time is used for break time, for example Blatchford and Sharp (2005) explain that school breaktimes are ingrained in the curriculum, but they are strangely arbitrary. The idea of a mandatory, pre-determined leisure break is almost universally recognised. Since several schools are doing a fundamental review of the organisation of the school day, break time is bound to be scrutinised more closely. 

[image: page6image3621811088]
(School Health Research Network, 2019)
This finding from Estyn and School Health Research Network show a recent data of the number of children who complete in at least 60 minutes of physical activity a day. The data clearly highlights the importance of physical activity and how it is important for children to let off steam at breaktimes. This research from Estyn’s good practise helped shape the school structure of the day by incorporating physical education twice a week for 1 hour to allow all our pupils to keep active. 
Clean Down and Hygiene is another new programme we have added to the school’s schedule. This period lasts for around 30 minutes and is always just before lunchtime. Here at Church Street School, we take the pupils hygiene and cleanliness very seriously, and we hope to pass on our good practise by enabling our pupils to do so. Within this 30-minute window, the pupils are expected to clean the classroom and put away any equipment they have used during the morning. When this has been done, the pupils can then go the toilet and wash their hands ready for their dinner time. UNICEF’s good practise:
· Encourages children to comply with procedure for use and care of water, sanitation and hygiene-enabling facilities at school, and develop positive hygiene behaviours
· Observe appropriate hygiene measures
· Participate in the design and construction process
· Play an active role in the cleaning and maintenance of facilities
(Adams et al, 2009, p. 9)
UNICEFs good practise highlights the importance it is to have good hygiene for children, enabling to be actively practising this before eating lunch will put them into good habit of always washing hands. The approach of promoting children to clean the classroom will allow them to study and learn without any distractions. BBC (2018) cleaning duty has been assigned to each classroom at a school in Devon in an effort to teach gratitude and save money on extra cleaners. Per classroom now has its own vacuum cleaner, and ten students have volunteered to clean their classrooms. Since viewing a Japanese television show on education where it was normal for pupils to clean up their classroom, it was added to the school in Devon. 
This shows the importance that schools now find that if children make a mess they should tidy after themselves. Allowing this to take place in the classroom would enable a habit for children to then carry on doing this at home. 
Finally, as for the structure of the school day, on a Friday we have changed the name to ‘FREEDAY’. We come to this conclusion as a reward for the pupils to carry out whatever activity that they would like to do for the day, whether that be a free creative activity, or a chance to catch up on work. Dotson (2020) explains that making opportunities for play is vital for a child’s education. Children are unlike many adults, who would find sitting in a classroom all day boring. Also, with a variety of events in the classroom, some students can get bored and lose interest. Have hours of play to break up the monotony and give them plenty to look forward to during the school day. The advantages of free time can be seen in the areas of intellectual, mental, physical, and social growth.
The ‘FREEDAY’ is not the only way the children get to express themselves; it is through all subjects that is taught. as it was mentioned before, we strive in creating an independent and creative learning facility for all pupils, where we attempt to teach through the method learning through play. We gathered this idea through the good practise guide of Estyn:
The 'Over to You Time' is very effective in enabling all pupils to make important decisions about their learning and work skilfully as independent learners.  As a result, pupils' personal and social skills are very strong across the foundation phase.  The practical, creative and team building challenges develop enthusiastic pupils with very positive attitudes towards their work.  They challenge themselves to become confident and ambitious learners.
By creating an environment for child-initiated learning and equipping all pupils with leadership and decision-making skills, pupils’ wellbeing has improved.
The starred challenges in each of the indoor and outdoor areas of enhanced provision creatively promote the development of numeracy and literacy skills in real life contexts, leading to higher standards and a love of learning.
(Estyn, 2019)
[image: Questions and answers on COVID-19: Children aged 1 – 18 years and the role  of school settings]This policy of good practise enables the children at Church Street School to show their strengths in completing their own work. Any weaknesses that the teacher is able to find is quickly acted upon, which is why it makes it such a good policy. not only creating an independent individual, this way of learning allows the pupils to develop great skills, such as leadership and decision-making. Promoting learning through play at Church Street Primary School highlights the promotion of good practise. 
Estyn (2019) also mention that The Welsh Government's 'Curriculum for Wales: Foundation Phase Framework' (Welsh Government, 2015) emphasises the value of children learning by hands-on experiences, with "play" at the centre of all learning. It acknowledges that “children practise and consolidate their learning, play with thoughts, innovate, take chances, overcome challenges, and make independent decisions” by their play. This implies that the Welsh Government emphasis the strategy of learning through play as one of the best ways for children to learn at the primary school level. 

Underpinning Ideology of Church Street School – John Holt (Educator)




[image: A formal pose.]The general aims of the school and ideology is based off the findings made by John Holt who is an American Educator. “John Holt was an American teacher and controversial education writer who advocated school reform and ultimately became one of the forces behind the home-schooling movement of the 70’s and 80’s” (Farenga, 2013). Holt (1984) believed in: 
· Formal schooling often destroys the natural love of learning
· Extrinsic rewards are ultimately harmful to learners
· People learn the best from real-life experiences 
· Education should be driven by the learner
· (Holt, 1984)
Through the beliefs of John Holt, it is easy to identify why we at Church Street Primary School follow the same beliefs as Holt. Holt was always supportive of children being the centre of the learning. Children learning from real life experiences is what we strive for here at Church Street Primary, where everything the children learn, we want them to do as independently and creatively as possible. where we believe this is the best way for your child to learn. One of Holt’s key quotes that we have painted on our entrance wall is as follows:
I think that learning is not the result of teaching, but of the curiosity and activity of the learner. A teacher’s intervention in this process should be mostly to provide the learner with access to the various kinds of places, people, experiences, tools, and books that will correspond with that student’s interests… answer questions when they’re asked . . . and demonstrate physical skills. 
(Holt, 1984)

The work of John Holt clearly identifies that the learner is the most important in the classroom, the amount they want to learn and the curiosity they carry is what will allow them to succeed academically. Allowing them to be curious learners will also do this by demonstrating the leadership skills, problem solving and the ability to work independently. 

Classroom Style and Ethos – Why are we different?




Here below, we have a few pictures inside our classrooms and the way they are set up:CLASSROOM 1

[image: Incube - Colourful Language]
[image: Pin by Leann Tindall on classroom layout | Reception classroom, Infant  classroom, Eyfs classroom] CLASSROOM 2
CLASSROOM 3

[image: 810 Bright Colored Classrooms & Decor ☺️🌈 ideas | classroom decor,  classroom organization, classroom]




Here at Church Street Primary School, we promote a bright, creative house style and ethos. We as a school, feel that this is the best environment for children in our school to learn. We found this the best environment for children through thorough research into classroom learning:
Beauty is a core part of human nature. Teachers who have made these changes see how beauty contributes to learning in a deep and meaningful way. Beauty, for many children, is limited by their surroundings at home and in the community, so for these students, it is especially important that classrooms are also a place of beauty. beauty can push back the effects of poverty. Beauty can stimulate new dreams. Teachers can be champions for learning spaces for a number of reasons, but one of the main motives should be beauty is good for learning, and all students need to experience beauty to grow their potential. 
(Dillon et al, 2014)
This research emphasises the importance of a colourful and appealing classroom to our learners. A bright ethos in a classroom will fuel ideas to our creative and eager learner and also gives us a chance to show off their work to other pupils and to the rest of the class. So, it is evident that this idea benefits everyone within the school setting. 
[image: High Quality School Furniture | Classroom Chairs & Desks - UOE]

 At Church Street Primary School, we also promote a positive nature of relationships between the teachers and not just the pupils. At Church Street Primary School, we followed the good practise of Ysgol Pencae to carry out regular classroom observations. 
Estyn (2018) explain Internal events such as classroom observations, whole-school scrutiny of students' books, and squad and whole-school staff sessions have all been met with a constructive outlook and flexibility by leaders and other members of staff. This has enabled employees to be more honest with one another and has given them the courage to discuss issues and work together to solve problems. Staff are now more willing to consider and address teaching successes and shortcomings around the classroom. This culture of transparency and reflection has been cultivated by collaboration with teachers from other institutions. Teachers are now more confident in questioning methodology and experimenting with and adapting innovative techniques for the good of students. 
We use this approach effectively as it allows us to improve our teaching in the classroom too. it allows the staff to recognise the strengths of their teaching from an observation but then allows them to improve the weaknesses that they may have. 
Church Street School allows the pupils to experience new learning strategies and techniques. Moving on from the Traditional teaching, the new strategies that we carry help the student learn effectively, research into Traditional schooling have gathered the following:
One person pointed out that the teacher is doing his duty when teaching. Obedience and respect for the teacher, headmaster etc are highlighted as priorities by two people. One notion which is mentioned quite frequently is long explanations; they are emphasized by five and one person includes copying from the blackboard as a typical feature of traditional methodology. By far the most often recurring term is memorizing; it is referred to by twelve respondents. Five people claim that the priority is an encyclopaedic knowledge as opposed to skills, and three people point at the priority of performance. According to three, error is considered to be shameful. Two people claim that traditional teaching makes learners passive; one person states that the reason for the passiveness is the popular attitude that curiosity is bad. As four respondents state, pupils are approached as empty books – the teacher has to create the content. One person declares that the teacher gets feedback from the pupils in the form of their homework or through oral examination. 
This research clearly implies that the traditional schooling is a strategy that does not work. Pupils would be concentrating on taking down notes off the teacher’s board rather than actually engaging in a task. Our strategies allow the children to get out of the classroom, learn by doing the tasks and being the creative learners, they can be. The classroom observations allow the teachers to constantly improve their teaching strategies, so the children get the best out of their learning every time they step into our classrooms. 
In conclusion. That in a nutshell is Church Street Primary School! I hope you choose us as the best Primary school for your child. We take every important to make sure your child gets the best education it can. our school structure provides the best environment and facility for your child to succeed. Our style of teaching and friendly, creative environment allows you to trust us in supplying your children with the best possible results academically that your child can get access to. Our aims are obvious, in wanting every child to be independent learners and for us to be there every step of the way if there is ever an issue. the research we constantly take as a school to make sure we bring the most relevant and effective strategies to our fantastic school. there is no need to worry about your child starting a new school, as our atmosphere and nature of relationships that flow within the school will make you feel right at home straight away. 
I hope this prospectus has given you a great insight into our school here at Church Street school, our email address, telephone number and address are up on the front of the prospectus. Please contact us if you require any more information, and we look forward to welcoming you to our fantastic school, thank you very much. 
MR ROBERT JONES
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