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Confucian Fate () Theory in the Middle Period of the Warring States
With “Mencius” and the Chu State Bamboo Slips Found in Guodian as the Core

Aims and Obijectives:

The thought of [ fate | (5 ) plays a pivotal role in traditional Chinese thought,
especially in the Spring and Autumn Period and the Warring States Period.

With the drastic changes in the external political environment, various thoughts have
been intensified and derived, and the thought of [ fate | has also developed and changed.
In fact, the thought of [ fate | itself is also universal, and closely bound up to everyone. It
is of great academic value to study and clarify its development process and refine its key
points. This paper will mainly focus on the development of the thought of [ fate | in the
middle period of the Warring States, and summarize the core idea of the thought of

[fate | in this period through studying the thought of [ fate | in“Mencius”, and related
literature from the Chu State bamboo slips found in Guodian.

Abstract (approximately 500 words):

In the middle of the Warring States Period, the original documents related to the
thought of [ fate | mainly include “Mencius”,“Poor or Rich, Timing or Fate” and “Fate
Decides the Nature”from the Chu State bamboo slips found in Guodian. Basing on the
original text, through the analysis and extraction of the core ideas of the thought of
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[fate | in these books,this paper will provide a synchronic observation of the thought of
[fate | in the middle of the Warring States Period. Then, through the observation of the
evolution of the thought of [ fate | in the pre-Qin period, it will summarize the law of
change implied in them, and provide a diachronic observation of the thought of [ fate | .
Combined with synchronic observation and diachronic observation, this paper tries
to stereoscopically form the core concept of the life theory in the middle period of
Warring States. Then, through the observation of the social state at that time, it highlights
the subjectivity of the thought of [fate | , and finally makes it compare and collide with
the relevant trends of thought in modern society, so as to extend and summarize its
enlightenment for modern people.
The paper will be separated into four chapters:

Chapter 1 Introduction (1200 words)

Section 1: Motivation and Purpose of the Research

Section 2: Previous Research Results

Section 3: Research and Method

Section 4: Research Value

This chapter first briefly describes the research motivation, research purpose and
method of this paper. Then, through the discussion of scholars on the thought of [ fate |
in the pre-Qin period, the thought of [ fate | in “Mencius”, and the discussions of the
relevant literature about studies on the Chu State bamboo slips found in Guodian, the
relevant research results are listed, and their definitions of the concept of [ fate |
Finally, it will summarize the characteristics and shortcomings of historical research.
Then the discussion of this research will be conducted on these content, and so do the
value and contribution of this research.
Chapter 2: The Origin of the Thought of [ fate | in the Pre-Qin Dynasty and the
Formation of Its Academic Background (2000 words)

Section 1: Exploring the Source of the Thought of [ fate |

Section 2: The Formation of the Academic Background in the Middle of the
Warring States Period
Chapter 3: The Main Content of the Thought of [fate| in “Mencius” (2500 words)
Chapter 4: The Main Content of Thoughts related to [ fate | in the Chu State
Bamboo Slips Found in Guodian (2500 words)
Chapter 5: Conclusion (1500 words)

This chapter will summarize the embodiment of the thought of [ fate | in the

middle of the Warring States Period,and expound its enlightenment to modern times.
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