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Terms of Reference
             Requested by Christian Felices. This report includes the tasks required for the e -portfolio which includes the importance of academic writing, critical writing and a sense of place and identity.
Procedure
 Research will be made from textbooks, websites, and journal articles.
INTRODUCTION
The introduction is the first sentence of the essay. The reader is getting a lot of information from the introduction. The paragraph introduces the paper's thesis, or the main claim or assertion the author is making with the help of corroborating evidence. The line also sets the scene for the essay. The context should be provided in a way that avoids being either very general to include irrelevant information that isn't included in the body or too specific to go into great depth on the subjects there. The paragraph is essential for well-organized and understandable writing. By establishing the scene with a compelling thesis statement and appropriate background, the introduction helps to ensure that all relevant information is covered. (Davis, Davis, Stewart, & Bullock 2023). 

Findings
      In the findings, there is information which corelates with the introduction. Findings needs to be organized and structured in the manner that the reader can understand the interpretation of each subject and captivate the reader attention. The information needs to be accurate and precise. It presents these findings in a logical sequence without bias or interpretation from the author, setting up the reader for later interpretation and evaluation in the Discussion section. A major purpose of the Results section is to break down the data into sentences that show its significance to the research question(s). (Wordvice, 2023).                                                                                                                                                           
Task 2 – What is academic writing 
      Academic writing refers to a formal style of writing used in educational and scholarly settings. It is characterized by its objective, precise and structured ap in higher education, academic writing is vital.  The purpose of this project is to investigate the value of academic writing, highlighting how it promotes critical thinking, intellectual development, and advances knowledge.
      Effective academic writing has characteristics that distinguish it from other forms of writing. It is characterized by clarity, precision, objectivity, and adherence to academic standards. Academic writing builds credibility by using a suitable tone and providing evidence to back up claims. Additionally, academic writing demonstrates an awareness of the target audience, employs formal language, and utilizes citation and referencing systems to acknowledge the contributions of other scholars. (Smith, 2019)
      Students often encounter various challenges when engaging in academic writing. These can include difficulties in understanding the requirements of academic assignments, organizing thoughts effectively, and conforming to the expectations of the tasks. Language barriers, time constraints, and limited access to research materials can pose additional obstacles. Recognizing these challenges can help educators and students to find strategies to overcome them and enhance the overall quality of academic writing. (Gilmore, 2020)
    Academic writing provides students with opportunities to conduct in-depth research and explore various scholarly sources. This process helps them develop research skills, such as locating relevant information, evaluating the credibility of sources, and synthesizing research findings into their own work. They develop the ability to articulate their ideas, challenge existing theories, and propose new perspectives, thereby advancing the intellectual growth of their respective disciplines. (Murray, 2020)
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Similarity score
     For this task I achieve a similarity of 3%. Different websites and sources have been used in order to complete the task. A low percentage has been achieved because the websites I used were very helpful. This shows us that the references used, has been paraphrased completely in order to avoid high percentages of similarity and to comply with the academic writing standards. This result was unexpected which give me confidence and motivation to carry on with future projects. 



Task 3 – What is Critical Analysis   
     Critical analysis plays an important role in different academic disciplines and real-world scenarios. It involves the systematic evaluation of information, ideas, and arguments, enabling individuals to form well-informed opinions. 
     Critical analysis is crucial for gaining a comprehensive understanding of complex subjects. People can develop a more nuanced understanding of a subject by digging deep into it, critically studying opposing viewpoints, and reviewing the available data.  According to Williams (2019), critical analysis encourages individuals to question assumptions, identify biases, and explore underlying assumptions. People might discover hidden connections and meanings that lead to deeper insights by carefully examining information and questioning accepted notions.
     Critical analysis fosters independent thinking by encouraging individuals to question established knowledge and form their own judgments. According to Paul and Elder (2018), critical analysis enables people to assess material critically, spot logical flaws, and consider alternate viewpoints. This process helps individuals develop their analytical and creative thinking skills, allowing them to approach problems from multiple perspectives. Independent thinking nurtures innovation and encourages individuals to challenge the status quo, driving progress in various fields. Critical analysis equips individuals with the ability to make rational decisions based on evidence and sound reasoning. 
    According to Halpern (2014), critical thinking enables individuals to assess the credibility and reliability of sources, evaluate arguments, and recognize logical inconsistencies. By applying critical analysis, individuals can avoid hasty judgments, biases, and misinformation, leading to more informed and effective decision-making in both personal and professional contexts.
    As a result, critical analysis is crucial because it fosters rational decision-making, independent thought, and improved knowledge. People who engage in critical analysis can develop a wider perspective, test their knowledge, and make better decisions. Individuals who embrace the practise of critical analysis are better equipped to become engaged students, thoughtful contributors to society, and critical thinkers.


Task 4 – Sense of Place & Identity
· https://www.canva.com/design/DAFmeIZvyXM/12-SdC4dl-CViGnl3X67RQ/watch?utm_content=DAFmeIZvyXM&utm_campaign=celebratory_first_publish&utm_medium=link&utm_source=celebratory_first_publish

Conclusion  
     Academic writing is essential to higher education because it develops critical thinking, improves research abilities, and contributes to the growth of knowledge. Despite the difficulties students might face, academic writing has many of advantages. Students can use academic writing to their advantage to succeed in their studies and actively contribute to their chosen disciplines by understanding the qualities of successful academic writing, resolving the difficulties faced, and taking use of the benefits of this skill. (Huisman, B., Saab, N., van den Broek, P. and van Driel, J., 2019).
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