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Statement concerning dues and burdens of the inhabitants of the seigneury of Montjoye-Vaufrey

This letter addresses the unfair treatment of Montjoye-Vaufrey seigneury in rural France. It discusses how the villagers or being kept almost as ‘’slaves’’ to the land owner and have very little in the way of freedom. The fact that it was written in 1789 is of key importance as it demonstrates the tensions are rising and reaching the highest point eventually amounting to the outbreak of the French revolution, especially amongst the members of the third estate.
This letter was probably written by the most educated man living in the seigneury, but with spoken contributions from others living there. One of the first points made is ‘’one thousand individuals’’ are residing in the ‘’inaccessible’’ region of ‘’upper Alsace’’ showing that there are not enough local resources produced by the ‘’barren’’ land and no easy way of importing produce from another area. What the description doesn’t tell the reader is how many seigneury’s where suffering as much, or if Montjoye was particularly harsh to his inhabitants. But we do know this letter is one of similar sent as it helped lead to a series of reformations during the revolution by a series of decrees on the 4th- 11th august 1789. These decrees abolished the current French feudal system which was part of the ancient regime and not that dissimilar from the medieval feudal system in France. This letter from the Montjoye-Vaufrey and other letters were all written in the cahiers de doleance, a book with complaints to address at the next Estates General, written in almost exclusively my members of the third estate. More than 75% of letters written for the cahiers de doleance were for reformation, or complete abandonment, of the feudal system. 
The inhabitants of Montjoye-Vaufrey are subject to going hunting when the seigneur pleases, for which they get not pay. This chore titled at ‘beating the woods’ is considered a form of ‘’slavery’’ to the people as they are being forced to do labour by the seigneur, and not getting anything from it, but if they refuse to go out hunting for the seigneur, they will be fined or taken to the manor court where the ‘’judge… rule[s] in favour of the plaintiff’’ (in this case the plaintiff is Montjoye-Vaufrey who is trailing the inhabitants against not following his demands. There is also evidence that seigneurs were becoming even more unfair during the reign of louis XVI, but it could just be that with the introduction of the cahiers de doleance that members of the third estates could actually report what had been going in for years, but perhaps a catalyst for the upset of the feudalism system would be enhanced by the poor harvests in the late 1780s, not helped by the crops that the seigneur demanded of the poor for his own benefit. The poorer farmers living on the land would only just be getting by with several poor season in the row, but with the added pressure of Montjoye-Vaufrey demanding ‘’one in every six sheaves’’ leaves the farmer with even less food that what he already managed to harvest. 
The seigneuries were similar to the British Enclosure system, but in Britain fields and land were effectively privatized to ensure more efficient farming, albeit in favour of the lord owning the land to make a profit for himself. However, this system led to a refined development of crop rotation. In France, the people living under the seigneur were bound by the pitiless demands and rues set by the land owner. One example of the unfair treatment is that Montjoye-Vaufrey ‘’for two months kept… and entire family… of 6 … in prions and [had] charged them all 15 gold louis’’ and each imprisonment meant the ‘’creation of a new tax’’ for the other inhabitants in the seigneury. This is greatly unfair, the word of ‘family’ suggests that there were young children imprisoned too, while they were in prison, they would have had no means of making an income, Montjoye-Vaufrey added a new tax to the other people to pay for the costs of keeping them away from labour. 
In conclusion, this document shows the extent of how unfair feudalism was in France, and the attitudes of people wanting to change it, which were key ideas during the French revolution from 1789.
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