


What this report will document is the location and brief history of St Peters Church Lampeter. This report will explain why graveyard surveys can be an important addition to research the history of a town and how that is done through the findings of a survey. This report will show a bird’s eye view of St Peters Church Lampeter. Also, a written description of the areas around the church, and what chronological order in which the graves were made. A table of contents show lists of names of children that are one year old who was buried in 1800’s and 1900’s that have the full information carved into the headstone. What will then be discussed is the information that was found from the data taken from GENUKI which is freely available online. The information will be analysed and what conclusion can be extracted from that material. A brief indication of the material used for heads stones in St Peters Church will be outlined and the importance of Iconography when interpreting meaning dedicated to the person buried.
The Importance of graveyard surveys: A graveyard Survey will show a history behind the town in which it stands. Valuable, Historical Information can be found in graveyards about people and its community. This is seen, not just from the words on the stone that commemorates a person, but from other areas of representation. A Gravestone is a stone document it gives identity, it shows social status, it shows community value, sometimes national Identity. The very material of the stone gives a story of age wealth and value. The style of the gravestone can give an indication of age. Carvings of flowers are used to express a person feeling to a person, or to describe a person’s belief. Flowers have been used as symbols of remembrance when communities began memorializing the dead (Keister 2004). What is often used on baby’s or young person graves are buds or seed pods this is a reminder of the fragile beginnings of life can be cut short. Buds that are show broken always decorate the grave of a child these broken buds can be of any type of flower, Roses that are in bud are often used as rosebuds symbolize the passing of time (Keister 2004). Lots of flowers have different meanings to express and dedicate feelings which will stand the test of time. Some symbols can change with meaning completely to the reverse of what it meant before. One such symbol is the Swastika; this symbol has been used for generations long before it was used as a symbol of detestation. In South America the symbol has been used as decoration on baskets with Indian tribes (Snider 2004). 
location of St Peters Church: Dominantly overlooking the Welsh historic market and university town of Lampeter, which is in the borough of Ceredigion, sits St Peters Church and graveyard. The cemetery is still in use today. The location of the church is map reference SN54NE. the population of the town is 5000, (Royal Commission).
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History of St Peters church: There was a church built in 1821-2, there is evidence of its structure in front of the building that stands there today. which is on the south side. The structure that stands within the Cemetery in this present day was built between 1867 and 1870. The Royal commission state that the “present church, regarded as the finest Victorian church in the County, was built to designs of R.J.Withers, and replaced a poorly-built church of 1836-8 by W.Wittington of Neath”(2018).
Chronological layout of the churchyard: There are 3067 people commemorated in the church and graveyard at St Peters (National Archives) and over 2500 gravestones. The Churchyard has many different areas that conduct different styles of headstones indicating different ages and periods of cemetery use. The materials in St Peters church are a mix of slate, granite, Balmoral red granite, marble, sandstone and wood. The south, west and east sides of the churchyard are predominately pre-1940s. On the left facing North, mixed in with replaced older graves. are areas of modern graves from the 1990’s to the present day, the graves are more uniform and wider spaced apart in the newer areas of that section for the use of modern digging machines. Then on the right facing North the head stones date characteristically from the 1940s to 80s. in the North right section the graves are more mixed in shape and style, these graves are more predominantly graves from the 1960’s. on Entrance to the church on the south side, on the left are a group of smaller foot stones that are used to mark the poor people’s graves from the Lampeter work house, which was built in 1837. By having stones to mark the poorest of people shows that the people of Lampeter looked after the people from the poor house and had a certain respect for their poor dead. It suggests that the work house In Lampeter wasn’t one of bad reputation. It was quite common for people who worked and died I the work house to have no stone at all. Sometimes they were buried in mass graves.
Information logged: The Data that was recorded from the cemetery of St Peters Church in Lampeter was the head Stones of the Graves of all infants marked as one year old, from 1825 to 1958 to examine the amount of deaths in the town of children only one years old to show the difference in the level of mortality between the last two centuries the chart below contains a small part of evidence as only one-year-olds have been used in the comparison. Whilst gathering the below information the high number of children that was buried in the 1800’s under the age of ten is appalling, giving a more morbid result, amplifying the hardship of years lost forever.
[bookmark: _Hlk514921821]Below: Recorded Data Of all Marked infant graves for the 1800’s, children of 1years of age the information is in order of year.
	[bookmark: _Hlk514951123]Name
	sex
	Year died

	Mary Edmunds
	Female
	1825

	Margaret Edwards
	Female
	1841

	Margaret Price
	Female
	1842

	Sarah Jane
	Female
	1845

	Hanet Jones
	Female
	1846

	Charlotte
	Female
	1853

	Willie Taylor
	Male
	1853

	Mary Richard
	Female
	1859

	Mary Jenkins
	Female
	1859

	John James 
	Male
	1861

	Mary Thomas
	Female
	1867

	John Evans
Elizabeth Davies
	Male
Female
	1870
1871

	Howell Thomas
Ester Anne Davies
	Male
Female
	1872
1873

	Johnathon Jones
	Male
	1874

	Beloved Infant
John Davies
	Unknown
Male
	1877
1877

	Mary Jones
	Female
	1878

	Thomas Evans
	Male
	1879

	Timothy Davies
	Male
	1880

	Ebeneezcer Thomas
	Male
	1880

	John Price
	Male
	1881

	Llywelin Evans
	Male
	1882

	Margret Lloyd
	Female
	1882

	John Garnet Millard
	Male
	1883

	Mary Evans
	Female
	1884

	David and John Hankin (twins)
	male’s
	1884

	Elizabeth Jenkins
	Female
	1884

	George Llewellyn
	Male
	1885

	John Price
	Male
	1886

	John Wilson
	Male
	1887

	Anne Thomas (twin)
	Female
	1891

	John Jones
	Male
	1892

	John Leyshon
	Male
	1893

	George Scorey
	Male
	1893

	Ernest Evans
Mary Anne Davies
	Male
Female
	1894
1894

	Lloyd Fancis Edward Russel
	Male
	1895

	Samuel Gerald Jones
	Male
	1895

	James David Reese
	Male
	1896

	Albert James Moffat
	Male
	1896

	Charles Edwards
	Male
	1899

	
	
	


Below: Recorded Data Of all Marked infant graves for the 1900’s, children of 1years of age the information is in order of year.
	David Bowen Jones
	Male
	1900

	John Daniel Williams
	Male
	1900

	John Davies
	Male
	1901

	Margaret Anne Davies
	Female
	1902

	Francis Lloyd Davies
	Male
	1903

	Ester Evans
	Female
	1903

	Lewis Jones
	Male
	1903

	David Fredrick Jones
	Male
	1904

	John Daniel Williams
	Male
	1904

	David Thomas Williams
	Male
	1907

	D Rufus Jenkins
	Male
	1908

	Bradley Llewellyn Davies
	Male
	1909

	Benjamin Kenneth Davies
	Male
	1912

	Idris Simon
	Male
	1914

	Mary Eleanor Griffiths
	Female
	1917

	Albert Smith
	Male
	1921

	Baby Evans
	Unknown
	1922

	Elizabeth Davies
	Female
	1931

	John Deri Jones
	Male
	1933

	Irena Zofia Cariuk
	Female
	1950

	Michael Joliu
	Male
	1958



Above information provided by GENUKI

Information gathered from the above table of contents:
The information that was provided by GENUKI has been gathered by students from Lampeter University over a two-day period (GENUKI). The greatest significance in the study of both the 1800’s and the 1900’s is the number of infant deaths of one year of age is the amount in the 1800’s out weights the amount in the 1900’s. some years having as many as three deaths a year. Although it isn’t until 1909 when the death rate drops. In the records that are dated in the 1800’s 37, 1-year old infants graves can be identified with several more graves that are infants, but the dates are so worn it is not possible to read the stones for the complete information. In the 1900’s the deaths of one-year-old infants have a considerably reduced, some years there are no recorded graves at all, the total number of 1-year old infants for the 1900’s is 21.
This could be due to the acceptance of cremation between the time of 1898 and 1910. By the 1960’s cremation became more popular than burial (Davies 2005). Another point considering is the aspect of the availability of modern medicine. Penicillin was becoming more widely available towards the 1950’s (ACS 2018). What was interesting was the number of 1-year old males grave’s in the 1800’s far outnumbers the girls. What this brings to question is are infant deaths more common in boys in the 1800’s or could it be probable girls had less value in the 1800’s as the late 1900’s. It could be because of shifting Gender issues. Because of these values, girls may not have seen as a worthy to have a stone put in place to commemorate the baby’s death if it was a female. The evidence that can be seen in the graveyard supports this, as on many earlier graves a woman’s name is mostly under a man's name, and sometimes not mentioned at all. The loss of a man's son held more importance which is very hard to comprehend in earlier history. But still, the suggestion is there for the future to see. To mark history forever. Which is why our graveyards should be protected. Every grave and area of the churchyard tells a story. These stories can’t be retold if they are replaced by more newer graves.
In Conclusion to the above report, Lampeter’s Church with its historic graveyard stands proudly above its people is there for all of use to read and interpreter our past. Every gravestone tells a story, the dead are still expressing themselves even though they cannot communicate. The dead still commands our emotions whilst reading the words engraved on the marble stone or even as small plain wooden cross. Every symbol can be identified. They produce a picture of a memory of a time that once was. They remind us of past and even present community beliefs. Lampeter’s people of the past are still showing status, wealth and political identity or Religious Principles. With enough information used from a graveyard survey, you can see patterns in society, from historic disasters in towns, with the graves of the dead a constant memorial to that specific time in history. This information must never be lost. This source of Historical evidence has been the teller of many stories. With more and more people opting to be cremated this source of historical evidence will in the future be lost forever and replaced with a brass plaque with a few words of memory for each person who has passed away. Graveyards aren’t scary or creepy spooky places to be avoided they are there for us to walk through, sit and contemplate past lives and experiences. The dead have made our life as we know it today and give a reminder of our more fortunate life.
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