Hannah Thomas (1704679)
Curation, Commentaries and Compositions.
I have chosen to hold my idealised exhibition at the Nikola Tesla Museum in Serbia. The exhibition will be displayed on the ground floor of the building, meaning that anyone who enters the building will be involved in my showing. The museum is in Belgrade, Serbia’s largest city and capital “with 1.8 million inhabitants”. (Serbia Incoming, 2017) The ground floor consists of 7 rooms; however, I will be using the five largest rooms to exhibit my chosen artists’ works – a room per art piece. 
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Floor plan of the Nikola Tesla Museum in Serbia.




Since the beginning of humanity, portraiture has been such an important part of history. Portrait artists all around the world have been tasked to document and immortalise the evolution of human beings. Starting on cave walls, to wooden boards, to canvas. Creating portraits has always been such a significant part of art along with painting landscapes or historic scenery. Famous artists such as Leonardo and Rembrandt made fantastic contributions in establishing portraiture as one of the most prodigious genres in the arts. Prior to the art of photography, painters and sculptors were very much in charge of creating accurate depictions of people. Throughout the many different periods, portraiture very much evolved alongside civilisation – moving on from Biblical themes to paintings of wealthy families, ‘common folk’ and the creation of self-portraiture. Artists have further developed their techniques and methods. For my imagined exhibition, I have decided to display only portraiture created by famous and well-known artists, some still alive and some who have passed away. I have a particular interest in portraiture and base the majority of my work on the subject. 

For room 1 of my imagined exhibition I have chosen to display the work of Lucian Freud’s ‘Reflection with Two Children’. Lucian Freud’s self-portraits are most definitely seen as some of his finest achievements. I do not believe that any other artist has undertaken such an extreme process of self-scrutiny over the course of many, many years. Freud always used a mirror throughout his self-portraiture process and would paint exactly what he saw, meaning that his self-portraits were often real, instead of metaphysical self-images. Freud created the mysterious self-portrait by looking down at a mirror carefully placed at his feet, he could see his own reflection and the lamp on the ceiling above him. The two children in the bottom left hand corner of the painting are Freud’s daughters; Rose and Ali Bolt. They look rather strange, painted quite small in a seemingly strange position. “Critics suppose that the painting represents Freud’s own reflection upon himself as a person, an artist and a father. While he’s looking at his own reflection, and into his own eyes, he seems to pay no attention to his little children”. (Widewalls, 2016) 
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Lucian Freud ‘Reflection with Two Children’


In room 7 for my imagined exhibition, I have decided to show the work of Jenny Saville. My personal favourite of her works is ‘Reverse’. Jenny Saville is a leading figure on the young British art scene and is best known for her bold and unapologetic paintings of morbidly obese women. When Saville graduated from Glasgow School of Art in 1992, Charles Saatchi, British art gallery owner, bought her entire exhibition – ever since then she has become well known throughout the international world of art. Some have said that her painting style is very like the style of Lucian Freud and Paul Ruben. I find that Lucian Freud’s work particularly links with Saville’s work due to the traditional figurative paintings in oil and their atypical unflattering view of women. ‘Reverse’ is one Saville’s most fascinating paintings, created in 2002, it is one of her most recognised pieces of works. It is a self-portrait painted in oil on a canvas measuring 84 x 96 inches. Saville paints herself by using contour lines, often exaggerating certain parts of her body of a large scale to emphasise what she would see in her everyday life. When describing her unique style of painting, she says, “…It’s flesh, and the paint itself is the body, but the theory behind each one is essential, as important as the painting. I’m not trying to teach, just make people discuss, look at how women have been made by man. What is beauty? Beauty is usually the male image of the female body. My women are beautiful in their individuality.” (Rebecca Cameron, 2013)
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Jenny Saville ‘Reverse’


I have decided to place Leonardo da Vanci’s ‘Mona Lisa’ in room 2 of my exhibition. Mona Lisa has been painted onto a wooden panel using oil paints. Leonardo da Vinci is undeniably the world’s most renowned painter, sculptor, architect and engineer. Leonardo da Vinci is believed to have painted the Mona Lisa anywhere between 1503 and 1519 while he was living in Florence. The muse’s unusual smile and her unproven identity have made the painting a source of pilgrimage and mystery and is also the source of investigation and complete and utter fascination. 








[image: ]











Leonardo da Vinci ‘Mona Lisa’




Room 6 in the Tesla Museum will hold the work of Shani Rhys James, who is arguably one of the most exciting Welsh painters of her generation. Her reputation, within Wales and even beyond continues to grow. In the last few years, Shani Rhys James’ work has appeared in various exhibitions throughout the UK and Europe. She uses oil paints to build up the texture in her paintings – her portraits often have political undertones throughout as she tries to unmask the stereotype that women should be beautiful and flawless. It is apparent that her paintings reflect her interest in in people and their issues surrounding them. This piece demonstrates the rawness of the woman being an average human. With this painting, she has mainly used red and white paint which could represent an expressive and stylised signature which is something that I definitely appreciate in this piece of work.
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Shani Rhys James ‘Head II 2005’




In my final room of my exhibition, I have chosen to display the work of Guy Denning. Denning’s use of powerful brush strokes to express his emotions captivated me and I was particularly impressed by the fact that he also scratches the paint to show the viewer the intenseness of his emotions he is attempting to portray within his artwork. Guy Denning’s work also involves other techniques including blacking out the eyes and other facial features to perhaps emphasise the theme of darkness and anger which is depicted throughout his work. Each of his subjects appear to possess some form of anguish, which they have learned to accept over time. An overlooked comfort is displayed on the subject’s face. Denning begins with numerous sketches of his sitters; he then begins to paint in the form of portraiture. His powerful brush strokes takes the audience away from the traditional form of portraiture and this is something that I had intentionally planned in order for my exhibition to have a wide range of portraits from different artists from different periods in time.
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Guy Denning ‘El Dopa’
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