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Publishing your qualitative pilot study
CONVERTING RESEARCH INTO PRACTICE
Why publish your pilot
Your qualitative pilot study can be published if you present it as a methodological contribution rather than a small version of your main findings. Journals rarely accept a paper that only reports early themes from a handful of interviews. They are interested in what your pilot taught you about doing the research: how you refined your questions, negotiated access or managed your position as a researcher.
Pilot studies are often under-reported, which means the lessons learned from them are lost to other researchers (van Teijlingen and Hundley, 2001). In qualitative inquiry a pilot can surface practical, ethical and cultural issues before the main study begins (Kim, 2011). Writing up those lessons is a legitimate contribution in its own right and a useful first publication during your DBA.
Journals to consider
The closest disciplinary match for your DBA work is Qualitative Research in Organizations and Management, with the general methods journals as strong alternatives.
	Journal
	Publisher and access
	Focus
	Takes a stand-alone qualitative pilot?
	Fit for a business and management pilot

	Qualitative Research in Organizations and Management
	Emerald; subscription with an open access option
	Qualitative methods in organisational and management research
	Yes, if you frame it as a methods contribution
	Very high; the closest match for practitioner doctorates

	International Journal of Qualitative Methods
	SAGE; open access with an author fee
	Qualitative methodology and methods development
	Yes, framed as methods development
	High for interpretivist and reflexive designs

	International Journal of Social Research Methodology
	Taylor & Francis; subscription with an open access option
	Research methodology across paradigms
	Yes, if the methodological contribution is clear
	Good for refining your instrument or design

	Qualitative Research
	SAGE; subscription with an open access option
	Qualitative social science and methodological debate
	Sometimes; needs a strong conceptual argument
	High but competitive; suits a theorised insight rather than a report

	Forum: Qualitative Social Research
	Independent; open access with no author fee
	Qualitative social science, multilingual
	Yes
	Good for digital culture, consumption and reflexive accounts

	The Qualitative Report
	Nova Southeastern University; open access
	Qualitative methods, broad
	Yes; regularly publishes pilot and reflective methods papers
	Good, accessible first venue for doctoral researchers

	Pilot and Feasibility Studies
	BioMed Central; open access with an author fee
	Dedicated pilot and feasibility journal
	Yes, but only where the pilot clearly informs a planned larger study
	Low to moderate; strongly health and trials oriented

	Qualitative Research in Medicine & Healthcare
	KeAi since January 2025 (previously PAGEPress); check the current author fee
	Qualitative research in healthcare settings
	Yes
	Low unless your organisational setting is health related


Access arrangements and author fees change, so check the journal website before you submit.
What it costs and how Jisc helps
Four of these journals cost you nothing if a UWTSD author submits, either because the journal charges no fee or because UWTSD's Jisc agreements cover it. Jisc negotiates read and publish deals for UK universities, so the open access fee is paid centrally when the corresponding author is affiliated with UWTSD and submits from a UWTSD email address (UWTSD Library).
	Journal
	Open access fee (list price)
	Covered for UWTSD authors via Jisc?
	Cost to you as a UWTSD author

	International Journal of Qualitative Methods
	$3,000 (SAGE)
	Yes; Sage fully open access journals are included
	Nothing, if the journal is on the Sage Jisc list

	Qualitative Research
	Optional; publishing behind the paywall is free
	Yes; Sage hybrid journals are included
	Nothing, with open access paid through Jisc

	International Journal of Social Research Methodology
	Optional; publishing behind the paywall is free
	Yes; Taylor & Francis hybrid journals are included
	Nothing, with open access paid through Jisc

	Forum: Qualitative Social Research
	None
	Not needed
	Nothing

	The Qualitative Report
	Up to $500, with a waiver policy (DOAJ)
	No
	Up to $500 unless you obtain a waiver

	Qualitative Research in Organizations and Management
	Optional; publishing behind the paywall is free
	No; UWTSD lists no Emerald agreement
	Nothing on the standard route; open access would need funding

	Pilot and Feasibility Studies
	Up to £1,890 (DOAJ)
	No; the Springer Nature agreement covers hybrid journals only and this is a fully open access BMC title
	Up to £1,890 unless you obtain a waiver

	Qualitative Research in Medicine & Healthcare
	Check with KeAi; the journal was free under PAGEPress
	Unclear; ask the Open Access team
	Check before you submit


If you publish behind the paywall, you can still make your accepted manuscript freely available by depositing it in the UWTSD Research Repository. Before you submit, confirm your eligibility with the Open Access team at openaccess@uwtsd.ac.uk, as fees and agreements change each year.
What a methodological contribution could look like
Each example below shows how you might turn something your pilot taught you into a paper that journal would value.
	Journal
	Example of a publishable methodological contribution from your pilot

	Qualitative Research in Organizations and Management
	How you negotiated access through organisational gatekeepers, or managed the dilemmas of being an insider researcher in your own company

	International Journal of Qualitative Methods
	How your pilot led you to redesign your interview protocol for senior managers, with a reflexive account of how your professional role shaped the data

	International Journal of Social Research Methodology
	How you refined your instrument, for example by testing question wording with cognitive interviews or checking translated questions for participants in a multinational firm

	Qualitative Research
	A theorised account of a problem your pilot exposed, such as the power asymmetry of interviewing board members, and what it means for qualitative inquiry more widely

	Forum: Qualitative Social Research
	How online data collection (for example video or messaging app interviews with remote employees) affected rapport and openness

	The Qualitative Report
	A transparent lessons-learned account of what changed between your pilot and main study and why, supported by an audit trail

	Pilot and Feasibility Studies
	How your pilot tested recruitment routes, consent processes and interview length to set feasibility criteria for a larger study of organisational change

	Qualitative Research in Medicine & Healthcare
	How you adapted a technique such as life history timelines when interviewing managers working in health service organisations


Before you submit
Read the aims and scope page of your chosen journal and look at two or three recent articles it has published on pilot or methods work. This tells you how the journal expects a methodological paper to be framed and how long it should be.
State your contribution in the abstract and introduction in one clear sentence, so the editor can see straight away what other researchers will learn from your pilot. Make sure your ethical approval covers publication of pilot data and discuss your target journal with your supervisory team before you begin writing.
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