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ASTROLOGY FACES MODERN THOUGHT

Can Astrology Ever Become an Empirical Science?

Astrology, the algebra of life. Such a statement demands ex-
planation; and in order to provide such an explanation we shall
find it convenient at first to examine briefly the views of one of
the most representative of modern scientists in reference to the
characteristic evolution of scientific thought throughout the ages.
These views are particularly significant, inasmuch as they show
a remarkable parallelism between the evolution of natural science
and the evolution of astrological thought as outlined in the last
chapter. On the basis of such a parallelism it will be easier to
understand the new developments of astrology, developments
which—because of their symbolical and relational character—led
us to define astrology-in-the-making: the algebra of life,

Wirites Sir James Jeans in The New Background of Science:

“Reviewing the history of man’s efforts to understand the
workings of the external world, we may distinguish three
broad epochs, the nature of which may be suggested by the
words arimistic, mechanical and mathematical. (Italics ours)

“The animistic period was characterized by the error of
supposing that the course of nature was governed by the
whims and passions of living beings more or less like man
himself. Before our infant can distinguish between animate
and inanimate objects, he is destined to pass through a stage of
confusing the two. . . . Because personality is the concept of
which he has most immediate and direct experience, he begins
by personifying everything,

“As the history of the individual is merely the history of
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the race writ small, our race did much the same in its infancy : whi ‘
as its individuals still do in theirs. . . . Then in Jonian [ the ¢

Greece, six centuries before Christ, the human intelligence scrib
began consciously to apply itself to the study of nature. It felt scien|
very little desire to increase its factual knowledge of nature, ment
so that Greek science consisted in the main of mere vague knov\'
questionings and speculations as to why things came tobe as | pot 1
they were rather than otherwise. day I
“It was not until the time of Galileo that science tumed out
from cosmology to mechanics, and from speculation to exper- | that
iment, The simplest way of affecting inanimate matter was of i
to push it or pull it by means of muscular effort. So long as ! to
men could only experiment with objects which were com- fall
parable in size with their own bedies, they found inanimate inin
nature behaving as though its constituent pieces exerted ;|  mu

pushes and pulls on one another, like those we exert on them
by the actions of our muscles. In this way the science of
mechanics came into being. Pieces of matter were supposed
to exert ‘forces’ on one another, and these forces were the
causes of the motions of the bodies in question, or rather of l“
the changes in their motion. And it was found that the be-

havior of every object was determined, entirely and com-
pletely, by the pushes and pulls to which it was sub-

jected. . . .7 (pp. 33-34) .

The author goes on to discuss the implications of this mech-
anistic view of nature, how it involves absolute determinism, how |
Descartes, in order to avoid some of these implications, “regarded
mind and matter as entirely independent ‘substances,’ each exist-
ing in its own right apart from the other and of such essentially
different natures that they could not possibly interact.” How-
ever, in order to show the intimate correlation between our
thoughts and the atoms of our world, Descartes insisted, as in a
different way did Leibnitz at a later date, that at the first morn-
ing of creation a supremely benevolent God had miraculously
arranged for a perfect and continuous synchronization between
bodily and mental events,

Jeans goes on to say:

Ca “Throughout the mechanical age of science, scientists had
R proceeded on the same general lines as the child and the
IS unreflective savage. Out of the impressions registered through

’ their senses, they had built an inferential world of objects
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which they believed to be real, and affected by events of much
the same kind as occurred in everyday experience, They de-
scribed this as the ‘common-sense’ view of science; and defined
science as ‘organized common-sense.’ . . . Then new refine-
ments of experimental technique brought new observational
knowledge, which showed that the workings of nature could
not be explained in terms of the familiar concepts of every-
day life. . . . Mechanism, with its 1mp1mnons, has dropped
out of the «cheme of science. . . We are beginning to see
that man had freed himself from the anthropomorphic error
of imagining that the workings of nature could be compared
to those of his own whims and caprices (animism), only to
fall headlong into the second anthropomorphic error of imag-
ining that they conld be compared to the workings of his own
muscles, and sinews (mechanism),

“Whether determinism has also been banished from nature
is still a question for debate, . . . But that those particular
causes which seemed until recently to compel determinism
have gone—this is hardly open to question.” (pages 41—43)

It is easy to see how the three stages of knowledge which
Jeans mentions (animistic, mechanical and mathematical) cor-
respond to the three stages of astrological thought discussed in
our preceding chapter. The “mechanism” of science is not basi-
cally different from the “vitalism” of astrology; the “push and
pull” of the former corresponds in terms of material activity to
the "yang and yin® principles of vital operations. In both cases a
tangible dualism of forces is considered to be the substratum of
reality; and if mechanism originated in a generalization of mus-
cular action, then vitalism can indeed be traced to a similar
generalization of the reproductive act—the union of male and
female organs, In the new type of astrological vitalism, the stars

action, being always of a polar nature, is the new name given
to the “vital force” of older thought.

The third stage of thought is called by Jeans “mathematical.”
The main feature of it is that pure mathematical speculation is
seen to fit perfectly the results of ever more complex and refined
experiments; in fact it often precedes experiments. Mathematical
theories are built, and as the physicist looks for a type of phe-

Supplied by The British Library - "The world's knowledge"




38 Tur AsSTROLOGY OF PERSONALITY l Asmﬁ

nomena to which the theory might apply he often finds one, an €

1
(
[, - hitherto unexplained, which fits perfectly the purely abstract [ ity 11
} .,i . formulas. Moreover the striking thing is that a few symbols— l pre
s as are all algebraic or mathematical letters or figures—are seen I‘giﬁ
i able to bring order and logical succession to the vast complexity n ,:
b of natural phenomena. In other words, a few symbolical rela- | alpl
’ tions (i.e. formulas) are seen to suffice for the ordering of the we1
’ multitude of the world’s events into a pattern, knowing which cep
poee en
|~ ©  man will gain relative mastery over natural elements through the w
o power of foreseeing, ) : mat
Quoting again from Jeans’ book: sci
m
“Binstein has written (Introduction to Where Is Science ce
Going?—page 13): ‘In every important advance the physicist tol}
finds that the fundamental laws are simplified more and more Ci

as experimental research advances. He is astonished to notice
how sublime order emerges from what appeared to be chaos, |
And this cannot be traced back to the workings of his own | ha
mind but is due to a quality that is inherent in the world of
percep)tion’. (This conclusion is disputed by many thinkers.
D. R.

“Weyl has made a similar comment, writing (The Open
World, p. 41): ‘The astonishing thing is not that there exist
natural laws, but that the further the analysis proceeds, the
finer the details, the finer the elements to which the phe-
nomena are reduced, the simpler—and not the more compli-
cated, as one would originally expect—the fundamental rela-
tions become and the more exactly do they describe the actual
occurrences.’

“We have had ample evidence of this tendency toward sim-
plicity in the present book. We have seen Heros simple syn-
thesis of the two laws of Euclid gradually expanding in scope | .
until it embraces almost all the activities of the universe, and
yet maintaining its original simplicity of mathematical form —a
throughout, This refers to Einstein’s recent ‘Unitary Field- xa

Theory,’ which, if it achieves complete success ‘will remain con
valid whatever physical agencies are in action, so that we shall

be able to combine all the operations of nature in one syn- 1 whi
thesis: they will have become shortest courses in a curved a

four-dimensional space’ (page 126). Phenomenal nature is re-
duced to an array of events in the four-dimensional con- b
tinuum, and the arrangement of these events proves to be of ng

eI
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an exceedingly simple mathematical kind. . . . This simplic-
ity . + . seems to admit of a very simple mathematical inter
pretation and of no other, as though, in Boyle’s phrase, mathe-
matics is the alphabet of the language in which nature is
written. 'The words of this language may or may not be mental
in their meanings; the immediate point is that, even in the
alphabet, we can discover no reality different in kind from that
we associate with a mere mental concept, These mental con-
cepts are not of the kind we associate with the work of the
engineer or the poet or the moralist, but with the thinker
who works with pure thought alone as his raw material, the
mathematician at work in his study. . . . For three centuries
science had projected mechanical ideas on to nature, and
made havoce of a large part of nature by so doing. T'wentieth-
century science, projecting the ideas of pure mathematics on
to nature, finds that they fit as perfectly and as uniquely as
Cinderella’s slipper fitted her foot.”

The phrase “projecting the ideas of pure mathematics on to
nature” is significant. It shows that in such a science as physics
or chemistry—and in general in all empirical sciences—three ele-
ments are to be considered: 1) natural phenomena or data; 2)
ideas of pure mathematics; 3) a system of interpretations or
“laws,” which enable man to prophesy more or less accurately
future natural phenomena. 'This is an important fact to consider;
for thereby it is shown that a fundamental distinction exists be-
tween mathematics and the empirical sciences. Mathematics is
used as the integrating factor in the building of the empirical
sciences. In a sense the latter are applications of mathematical
ideas. Mathematics provides the form of knowledge, empirical
sciences the organized contents of knowledge.

"This distinction is capital, For by defining astrology as the al-

‘ gebra of life, we place it in the category of mathematical thought

—and not in that of empirical sciences. The results of such a
conception are far-reaching.

The word “algebra” comes from an Arabian word “al-jebr”
which means: the reduction of parts to a whole. The word
“abara,” from which it is derived signifies: to bind together
(Webster). Algebra has therefore as its basic function the bind-
ing together, or correlating, or integrating of elements into a
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formulated whole. The nature of these elements can be grasped : can be f
when we consider the definition which Webster gives of “mathe- [ Russell (
matics”s “The science treating of the exact relations existing be- l result tha
tween quantities or magnitudes and operations, and of the meth- | of cases,
ods by which, in accordance with these relations, quantities assignabl
sought are deducible from others thought or supposed.” nition is

Two important points stand out in such a definition. First, will cla
mathematics is seen as a “science of pure correlation” (Bertrand meaning
Russell). Second, what it correlates are “quantities or magnitudes But
and operations.” Algebra is a branch of mathematics, but besides tific” in
correlating quantities it also deals with a category of conven- scienc
tional symbols which can be made to represent any element con- planets
sidered or the relations between any groups of elements. Accord- | of their
ing to our conception, astrology is a kind of algebra, inasmuch biologi
as it deals with symbolic elements (planets, stars, segments of were di
geocentric space, astrological Parts, Nodes, progressed positions, atoms
etc.) which it “binds together” into a formula describing a living ble way:
whole: the native. However, these symbolic elements do not be- trology
long to the realm of quantity. They represent, on the contrary, which
universal life-qualities. Astrology is thus a kind of algebra of experiny
qualities; and these qualities are not mere sensorial qualities 'problems"
(such as white, blue, thick, heavy, painful, etc.), but qualities The re
which refer to living processes—whether on the physiological or planeta
the psychological and super-psychological planes. substan

We shall discuss these statements step by step; but it seems chologi
necessary at first to emphasize what astrology is not, before we are prov
can specify what it fundamentally is. In other words, we have of the p
to show briefly that astrology is 10t an empirical science, as are tion of
for instance physics, chemistry, or even biology, zoology and at birth
history. These empirical sciences deal with experimental data in itself
which they organize by using mathematical formal concepts, even if
Such experimental data are sensorially perceived—directly or by factors i
means of instruments which extend the field of direct sensorial far as w
perception. Then by a process known as “scientific induction” Why
correlations are established between data which form the basis and the
of empirical exact knowledge. seventh

Scientific induction is the basic postulate of exact sciences. It lated to ¢

!{.
- e
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(¢ can be formulated in various ways but, according to Bertrand

[,

Russell (The Analysis of Matter, p. 167), “it must yield the
result that a correlation which has been found true in a number
of cases, and bas never been found false, has at least a certain
assignable degree of probability of being always true.” This defi-

. nition is of great importance to us, for who, among astrologers,

swill claim that amy astrological correlation for which a definite
meaning has been recognized “has never been found false™?

But this is not all. The problem of making astrology “scien-
tific* in the sense of an empirical science—even if not an “exact”
science—is involved in the proposition, or belief rather, that
planets or stars actually influence individual beings by the fact
of their sending to earth radio-like waves, or rays, which affect
biological and psychological processes. Now, even if these “rays”
were discovered, and if it became clear that they act upon the
atoms and molecules of earth-substance in definite and measura-
ble ways, this would in no way prove the usual findings of as-
trology. A restricted kind of natal astrology might be evolved
which might claim—after centuries of research—the status of an
experimental science; but this would solve only a fragment of the
problems involved in the sum total of astrological ideas.

The reason for this is obvious. Let us admit that stellar or
planetary rays produce physical and chemical changes in the
substance of atorns and cells, and are thus able to condition psy-
chological states. Let us suppose, moreover, that these changes
are proven to be measurable in terms of the angular relationship
of the planets (astrological aspects) and are affected by the sec-
tion of the earth’s orbit (zodiacal sign) or of the geocentric space
at birth Chouse) in which the planets or stars are found. This
in itself is an enormous order, which may never be filled. But
even if all of it were scientifically proven—the following basic
factors in astrology would remain most unscientific mysteries, as
far as we can see.

Why should the first house represent matters affecting self
and the structure of the body; the second house, finances; the
seventh house, marriage, etc.? Why should zodiacal signs be re-

* lated to certain parts of the body? Why should certain planets
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[ 4 |
[""  “qule” certain signs? Furthermore, how could “progressions” be ¢ ofinh !
L., “scientifically” explained? What could ever prove scientifically | sampli‘j
' whether primaries are true and secondaries false, or vice versa; l and n\J
i ' that the distance in degrees between two planets gives Cusually) 193 4)f
i the number of years betiveen birth and an occurrence which is [ Be i
v characterized by the two planets’ natures? - physi
: ‘ Then what of horary astrology, i.e., solving life-problems by ‘ cially
" | interpreting the configurations of space and planets at the mo- 4give
7 ment the problem arises in one’s mind? “Scientific” astrologers l dies
1 may frown at horary astrology as being mere fortune-telling, L a
O Nevertheless it is easy to show that natal astrology (study of actu
B 1 birth-charts) is a special case of horary astrology; for, as Marc J e'ans.
| : Jones stated, studying a bizth-chart is merely answering the gues- ' w1th.]
1i"  tion: “How is the problem of my life to be solved?” At least, \ tennq
ol " this is just as logical a way of looking at the relationship betiveen ‘ ;‘:f
;\ b horary and natal astrology as the one formulated by saying: “An | Me &
l b horary chart is the birth-chart of an idea.” One may prefer the | on
I+ " latter interpretation, but the former cannot be dismissed easily,
L . and the tth of the matter must in some way include both ap- [

i .+ proaches. .
i Tt is useless to add more “whys” to this already long list. We ‘
trust it will be apparent to everyone after some clear thinking
on the matter that attempts at making astrology an exact em-
pirical science by basing it on measurements of actual influences ,
and rays are, if not doomed to failure, at least bound to explain [ d{
or prove only a fragment of the entire body of ideas which con- '
stitutes and has always constituted astrology. Whatever science
may discover concerning cosmic radiations, we do not believe
that the philosophy of astrology can or chould ever be the same
as. that of an empirical science, like physics or mechanics or
biology.

There is, however, a somewhat different category of sciences
which are based not on exact scientific induction and strict
causality, but on statistical knowledge. Dr. A. Ritchie-Scott men-
tions as belonging to this type in the practical world “the whole
theory of Insurance, Life-Annuities, the modern theory of heat,
the construction of telephone exchanges, the Mendelian theory
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of inheritance, the study of Population Statistics, Blood Testing,
sampling of ores, ete. . . . all based on the Theory of Probability
and none the less valid for that.” (American Astrology, July

1934)
Besides these examples, it is now well known that atomic

physics is becoming more and more a statistical science, espe-
cially if Heisenberg’s theories are proven to be correct; for they
“oive us a picture of a statistical atom whose properties and quali-
ties are the average of the propertics and qualities of all the
actual atoms concerned in the emission of light.” (Sir James
Jeans, op. cit,, p. 183). The new wave-mechanics “deals only
with probabilities and statistical assemblies, and its apparent de-
terminism may be only another way of expressing the law of
averages. The determinism may be of a purely statistical kind,
like that relied on by an Insurance Company, or the Bank at
Monte Carlo.” Jeans further asserts:

“This being so, there is no assignable reason why the ap-
parent determinism of the wave-equation should not conceal
a complete objective indeterminism. In the mathematical prob-
lem known as the ‘rTandom walk,” we imagine that a traveller
walks 20 miles a day, but with no causal relation between the
directions of his walks on successive days—we can, for in-
stance, imagine his throwing a stick up in the air at random
every morning, and letting the direction of its fall determine
the direction of his walk for the day, A mathematical formula
can of course be obtained to exhibit the chances of his being at
various points at successive nightfalls. If we now reduce the
unit of ‘time from a day to a second, so that his every step is
indeterminate, we find that the probabilities spread out in
waves, much as in Schrédinger’s equation; the spread of the
waves corresponds to a strict determinism, although the under-
lying physical cause is a complete indeterminjsm.” Cop. cit.

. 255)
P “The only determinism of which modemn physics is at all
sure is of a merely statistical kind. We still see the actions of
vast crowds of molecules or particles conforming to deter-
minism—this is of course the determinism we observe in our
everyday life, the basis of the so-called law of the uniformity
of nature. But no determinism has so far been discovered in
the motions of the separate individuals; on the contrary, the
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phenomena of radioactivity and radiation rather suggest that :
these do not move as they are pushed and pulled by inexorable ( |
forces . . . they are not controlled by predetermined forces, - maf]
but only by the statistical laws of probability,” (pp. 275-276) !

]
These statements have a very direct bearing on the subject buEJ

of astrology, and besides will bring joy to the heart of the con- fe.r
. vinced believer in the principle of free-will. While the subject ;"‘ ]
» . 1is too vast to be discussed here, two basic points must be men- ::0}
tioned, for they have a capital importance in any solid philoso- wh

type of thought dealing with life a fundamental interpenetration
between individual values and collective values. The individual
' - may be free, but that freedom is certainly bound by the magnetic B
«- 7 field, or aura, of the collectivity to which he belongs—the “Ring-
< Pass-Not” of Orental occultism. On the other hand, the collec-
tivity is also influenced and fecundated by the creative activity
of those of its members who act as individuals and not merely
"1 as photostat copies of the collective pattern, or soul.
L These two elements, individual and group, must figure pre-
1i 1 eminently in any astrological judgment; and this in various ways
¥ _-‘ with which we shall deal succinetly as we go on in our study.
141 It may be well, however, to state now that no astrological birth-
} t;.- chart can be judged with accuracy, if the general conditions of
e the group to which the native belongs as an individual, are un-
H known. This refers both to the social group (family, race, reli- -

phy of astrology. The first is that we shall always find in any thj

- gion) and to that other grouping in consciousness which creates
147 levels of being. The birth-chart will reveal individual tendencies,
1. but these will manifest actually in terms of the condition of the
127" family, city, nation, race in which the individual is born. A
l +~"" Chinese coolie may have exactly the same birth-chart as a Furo-
‘:," .. pean nobleman of a highly cultured family, born at the same
. latitude. And it is obvious that no one could infer accurately
[l from the birth-chart alone what the Chinaman’s life would be,
.- especially if he were believed to be a European nobleman. For
*;-. a life, and even an individual’s character, are determined not
;- only by the individual equation (birth-chart), but by the group
" . in which these manifest. Group-values may be vaguely suggested
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in a chart, but only insofar as they affected the pre-natal for-
mation of the individual.

Docs the above invalidate astrology? We do not believe so;
but it sexrves to define its sphere. A birth-chart as a whole re-
fers to an individual as such (potentially or actually) and deals
with individual values. But any separate astrological factor—as
for instance the position of a certain planet or an aspect between
two particular planets—has only a statistical value. And this is
why no particular astrological factor does necessarily operate in
the same very definite way in all individual birth-charts. It is
only statistically accurate—or, as we shall see presently, sym-
bolically significant.

Bertrand Russell’s words concerning the statistical principle
will add more clarity to the above statements:

“Tt might be thought that a statistical average is not very
different from a rule with exceptions, but this would be a mis-
take. Statistics, ideally, are accurate laws about large groups;
they differ from other laws only in being about groups, not
about individuals. Statistical laws are inferred by induction
from particular statistics, just as other laws are inferred from
particular single occurrences.” (op. cit. p. 191)

In other words, a science is no less “scientific” because it deals
with statistical averages rather than with single occurrences; only
it is to be clearly regarded as a science dealing with large groups
and not with individuals.

From this it might seem that astrology could be considered
as an empirical science of a statistical type. But such a conclu-
sion does not seem to be fully warranted. Astrology may utilize
the statistical method to check up its statements, and will do well
to adopt such a technique—which has never been used with any
great degree of scientific accuracy and on a large enough scale.
But to say that, is quite different from claiming astrology as a
true statistical science. Statistics may show that among famous
people the sextile Sun-Moon occurs in a 12 per cent ratio; while
in ordinary human beings it occurs only in abont 5 in 100 cases
(the example is given by the French mathematician-astrologer
Paul Choisnard). This might indicate a certain correlation be-
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tween that aspect and “celebrity” (whatever is meant by that!).
But the inference is rather inconclusive, And even if it could be
proven that go per cent of especially gifted musicians have a
dominant Neptunian influence, and that as many prominent sol-
diers have the Sun in Aries, etc., it would merely mean that cer-
tain astrological statements are corroborated by statistical re-
search. It would neither indicate how these astrological facts had
originally been discovered, nor, I believe, the correct method of
discovering new astrological truths; and still less why the state-
ments are correct. Moreover, it would apply only to single sepa-
rate factors in astrology and not to the quite different problem
of interpreting an entire birth-chart as the symbol of an in-
dividual.

How are discoveries made in modern physics? The classical
explanation is that a physicist observes a fact which is new, or
ponders upon some flaw in an old theory, and formulates 2 new
hypothesis which explains the new fact or solves the old un-
solved enigma. The hypothesis is then checked by testing all the
possible consequences thereof; and it becomes an accepted theory
if it fits in with every known fact and is invalidated by none.
We might assume that astrology originated in a similar manner.
Some striking event coincided with an equally striking planetary
conjunction, 'The hypothesis that both were related arose in the
mind of an observer, who checked it up with similar occurrences
—and after a few generations of checking up, this conjunction
was definitely considered to bring about a certain event, or at
least a certain type of event.

Whether astrology originated in such a manner or not can
hardly be proved or disproved. If it did so originate, then we
claim that astrology has reached a time when its value is to be
keyed up to an entirely different plane of consciousness, to an-
other mental level. In this, it would follow the course of de-
velopment which mathematics and geometry have presumably
taken. We may believe that men began to think of numerals
purely in relation to concrete objects—two apples, three stones,
ete.; or thought of a triangle as a class of objects having a certain
apparent shape. Then the abstract idea of number, or triangle,
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developed in man’s mind—yet always with some sort of concrete
backeround not entirely separated from sensorial experience. Fi-
nally the modern stage was reached in which non-Euclidian ge-
ometries and the higher forms of algebra completely robbed

number and geometrical form of any representative elements,

and reduced them to strictly logical symbals.
Says Bertrand Russell Cop. cit., p. 171):

“Propositions which form part of logic, or can be proved
by logic, are all tautologies.—i.e., they show that certain dif-
ferent sets of symbols are different ways of saying the same
thing, or that one set says part of what the other says. . « «
Such propositions, therefore, are really concerned with sym-
bols. We can know their truth or falsehood without studying
the outside world, because they are only concerned with sym-
bolic mampulatmns. « « « All pure mathematics consists of
tautologies in the above sense. . . . Our certainty concerning
simple mathematical propositions does not seem analogous to
our certainty that the sun will rise tomorrow. I do not mean
that we feel more sure of the one than the other, though

perhaps we ought to do so; I mean that our assurance seems
to have a different source. . . . Itis obvious that, whenever it
is actually useful to know that two sets of symbols say the
same thing, or that one says part of what the other says, that
must be because we have some knowledge as to the truth or
falschood of what is expressed by one of the sets. Conse-
quently Iog1cal knowledge would be very unimportant if it
stood alone; its importance arises through its combination with
knowledge of propositions which are not purely logical,

“ + . In an advanced science such as phys1cs, the part
played by pure mathematics consists in connecting various
empirical generalizations with each other, so that the more
general laws which replace them are based upon a larger
number of matters of fact.”

Astrology Compared to Logic and Mathematics

‘This quotation contains several statements which are very im-
portant at this stage of our inquiry into the essential nature of
astrology, Mathematics, it is said, is concerned with symbols,
the truth or falsehood of which can be known without studying
the outside world, Mathematical propositions, Bertrand Russell
adds in another paragraph, are thus purely formal, He further
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makes clear that mathematics and logic are sciences in an en- :
tirely different sense from the sense in which, for instance, l
physics is a science, The former are analytical and formal; the
latter is empirical. Yet physics without mathematics would lack l
the very power of correlating logically its generalizations.

If, now, we come back to our definition of astrology as the
algebra of life, we shall make our meaning plainer by stating
that astrology is to all the empirical sciences dealing with the
formation, growth, behavior and disintegration of organic wholes
what mathematics is to physics and in general to sciences of
inanimate objects. We do not say that it is recognized as such,
but that such is its true function. And this is to some extent a
verifiable statement.

Astrology of itself has no more meaning than algebra. It meas-
ures relationships between symbols whose concreteness is entirely
a matter of convention, and does not really enter into the prob-
lems involved—just as the symbols of algebra, x, y, #, are mere ‘
conventions. The astrologers use terms like opposition, conjunc-
;. tion, squares, exactly as the mathematician uses signs of addition
‘r -.> and multiplication. Their “progressions” are also very much in
the same category as the more complicated symbols of caleulus—
i the function sign, etc. The revolutions of celestial bodies con-
":: stitute in their totality a vast and complex symbol which, of
i‘ . itself, is made up solely of cyclically changing patterns of re-
t" .  lationship. It does not matter in the least whether it is planets,
{." or abstract points derived from planetary motions, or segments
!
|

BEERE2E® >

T

FRYd SR RPEE.

ho: 3

¢

of orbits, or symbolical points of reference like meridian, horizon |

+. and the like, which are considered. Planets are significant and
i convenient vehicles for symbolical meaning because they bear
relatively simple relations of distance, velocity, mass, period, to a
central point of reference, the Sun—or rather to the Earth’s orbit
around the Sun.

In other words, the astrological realm of moving celestial bod-
ies is like the realm of logical propositions. Neither one nor the
other has any real content. Both are purely formal, symbolical,
and conventional, They acquire real value only in function of
the actual living experiences which they serve to correlate.
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Alone, astrology and mathematics are without substance. But
they invest with coherence, pattern, logic and order whatever
substantial reality is associated with them. Thus mathematics as-
sociated with physical experimentation produces modern physics.
In a similar manner Cyet obviously not identical) astrology can
and probably should be associated with physiology, geology,
medicine, history, sociology; and above all, with psychology.

The fact is that when astrology played a really vital part in
andient civilizations it was so considered—if not by the rabble,
at least undoubtedly by the initiated astrologers, We saw in our
first chapter that the function of astrology was to bring into the
chaos of the natural world on Earth the supreme order of which
celestial revolutions are so conspicuous and psychologically ex-
alting a manifestation. Chaos and imprevisibility and blind
chance on Earth; but above in the heavens, perfect order, pre-
visibility, law. Astrology took its significance from such a contrast.
The skies were regarded as a cosmic measuring device, an arche-
typal paragon of corder, which could be juxtaposed with any
system of natural phenomena. From this juxtaposition would
result a new view of the system of natural phenomena: an or-
dered, coherent view, which would lead to the possibility of
making prognostications as to the future behavior of the system.

This is not very different from what science does when meas-
uring with a yardstick or timing with a clock a natural phe-
nomenon. The complete set of planetary, solar, lunar and stellar
revolutions, as seen from the Earth, has ever served in astrology
as a complex many-dimensional yard-stick and as a clock, in or-
der to determine the periodical behavior of natural organisms—
in fact, as we shall sce presently, of any whole (the Earth as a
whole, a living body, a human psyche, a nation, etc.).

Modern physics has rightly stressed the fact that such meas-
urements involve certain difficulties and are relative to the posi-
tion and motion of the observer. In order to measure a distance,
one must put the beginning of the yard-stick first at a definite
point. In astrology, all measurements begin with the first point of
independent existence; in the case of a2 human destiny, the first

breath. ‘The zodiac—(which, let us not forget, is only the orbit :
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: ., ism to a few traditional subjects: character, health, happiness,

' and matters affecting the State, ete, These applications are based
on a traditional common-sense view of the subjects involved, and
" stand or fall with this traditional view. If they fall it does not
in the least imply that the principles on which astrology is based,
as a science of symbolism, are wrong. No more than mathe-

matics proved to be a failure when the discovery of the quantum
. upset the whole fabric of modern physics. Similarly, the dis-

coveries of psychoanalysis, as well as the new social conditions
~ prevailing today, have invalidated many of the traditional state-
ments reproduced in modern astrological text-books with regard
to psychology and social behavior and professional abilities, But
astrology proper remains untouched by such changes: for, just

.-~ as Bertrand Russell says of logic: “We can know (its) truth or
.- falsehood without studying the outside world, because (it is)

only concerned with symbolic manipulations.” Paraphrasing him

.. further, we would add: Our certainty concerning simple astro-
.. logical propositions does not secem analogous to our certainty
.. concerning simple psychological facts, like the fact that a girl
.. will fall in love some time in her life, or pass throngh an emo-

" tional crisis in her forties. Our assurance comes from a different
- source.

To try to define or at least suggest what this source is—such
is our next task; a difficult one, because it involves a type of

¢, attitude to life and to consciousness which is quite removed from
% the official and normal one prevalent in our academic and in-

. tellectual civilization, We shall approach the subject first of all
by studying brefly a type of development in modern thought

- which is at the same time new in its formulation, yet very ancient
in its ancestry: we xefer to the philosophy called “Holisim.”

The Philosophy of Holism
This philosophy is expounded fully in a remarkable book;
. “Holism and Evolution,” written in 1926 by a still more remark-
" able man, General Jan C. Smuts, statesman, philosopher and
scientist. An article in the latest edition of the Encyclopaedia
- Britannica under the name “Holism,” also written by General
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N Smuts, gives a general summary of the ideas developed in the
L book. We shall quote somewhat extensively from this article:

“Holism is the theory which makes the existence of ‘wholes’
a fundamental feature of the world. It regards natural ob-
jects, both animate and inanimate, as wholes and not merely
as assemblages of elements or parts. It looks upon nature as
consisting of discrete, concrete bodies and things, and not as a
diffuse homogeneous continuum, And these bodies or things
are not entirely resolvable into parts; in one degree or another
they are wholes which are more than the sum of their
parts, and the mechanical putting together of their parts will
not produce them or account for their character and behavior.
The socalled parts are in fact not real but largely abstract
analytical distinctions, and do not properly or adequately ex-
press what has gone to the making of the thing as a whole.

“Holism is therefore a viewpoint addifonal and comple-
mentary to that of science, whose keywords are continuity and
mechanism . . + (Science’s) mechanistic scheme applies even
to living bodies, as their material structures determine the
functions which constitute life characters. . . . Life and mind
are considered as derivative and epiphenomenal to matter,
. . . The scientific scheme has been seriously undermined by
the most recent discoveries in physical and mathematical sci-
ence.* . . . The value of the mechanistic concept for research
is not questioned, but it can no longer be considered as a true
index of the concrete character of the universe and its con-
tents. Holism is an attempt to explore an alternative scheme
which will yet avoid the pitfalls of vitalism.

“What is involved in the concept of a whole? In the first
place, insofar as a whole is consisting of parts or elements,
they cannot be fixed, constant, or unalterable. . . . Whole
and parts mutually and reciprocally influence and modify each
other. . . . The parts are moulded and adjusted by the whole,
just as the whole in turn depends on the co-operation of its
parts. ., . . The concept of the whole as applied to natural
objects thus implies two great departures from the orthodox
scientific scheme, In the first place, matter, life and mind do

* 'This is especially true of the quantum theory which is perhaps the

" deepest basis of scientific Holism, insofar as it pictures the universe as

functioning by means of wholes of “action”:—quanta. The theory op-
poses the view of continuous movement, giving thus a discrete ap-
pearance to the universe. The philosophy of the quantum theory is
yet to be formulated. (p.».)
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not consist of fixed, constant and unalterable elements. Ang .
in the second place, besides the parts or the elements in things,

there is another active factor (the whole) which science doeg
not recognize at all,

“Evolution is the progressive complexifying of parts or co-.

operating elements, with a simultaneous increase in unity of
pattern with which they are blended. It is thus a rising sereg
of wholes, from the simplest material patterns to the most ad-
vanced. . . . Wholeness, or holism, characterizes the entire
process of evolution in an ever increasing messure. And the
process is continuous in the sense that the older types of
wholes or patterns are not discarded, but become the starting
point and the elements of the newer, more advanced patterns,
Thus the material chemical patterns are incorporated into the
biological patterns, and both of them into the subsequent sy
chical patterns or wholes. . . . Electrons and protons, atom;

and molecules, inorganic and organic compounds, colloids;

protoplasm, planw and animals, minds and personalities are

but some steps in this movement of holism. . . .

*“The whole is creative; wherever parts conspire to form 2
whole, there something arises which is more than the parts.

« « « The origin of a whole from its parts is an instance of the

more arising from the less, the higher from the lower, in a way

which does no violence to reason . . . because the concept of

a whole in relation to its parts is a product of reason. . . .*

(Encyclopaedia Britannica: “Holism®)
General Smuts explains further how the concept of purely me-
chanical causation is unsatisfactory and possibly a fiction, for
if the effect is never more than the cause, if cause is and must
always necessarily be an exact measure of effect, this cannot be
a creative progressive universe. Holistic causation (where several
factors contribute to the making of new wholes) is the real
process, and makes possible the increase and advance which is
actually the fact in nature. Also if the cause determines the
effect completely, determinism is absolute, In the holistic uni-
verse freedom is recognized as inherent in nature.

'The organic unity which constitutes a whole is the ultimates
basis of individuality. Hardly noticeable in the inorganic realm,
individuality increases throughout the organic world untl ip
becomes the basis for the latest and greatest whole of evolution,,
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the human personality. Out of the progressive evolutionary com-

" pination or integration of material, chemical, biological, and
. mental patterns, the complete personality is born, which con-

stitutes and explains the unity and interrelations existing between
these three sets of patterns.
The whole, looked at from an external mechanical stand-

point, is what we call parts. But from an inner integral stand-

© point, the whole is the self. The relation of whole and parts is -

thus transformed into the relation of self to not-self, with which
we are acquainted as the subject-object relation in psychology.
\Wholeness is selfness. The world-process tends from matter,
through life, to mind and spirit; from necessity to freedom;

. from the externality of the elements to the inwardness and self-

hood of wholes. Whole-making characterizes this process at every

. stage. This applies to psychological processes, in which there is

an increasing building-up of higher patterns out of lower ones.
Cestalt psychology has shown, for instance, that mental activity

" produces patterns or structures of experience which behave as

wholes and enter into other experiences as undivided and in-

. divisible wholes.

While the same is true with regard to social, religious and
political structures, these are holoids rather than wholes; and
the real wholes are always the personalities who have built these
structures for the purpose of the growth and spiritual advance-
ment of all human individuals. General Smuts does not believe
that the individual is for the sake of State or Church, but vice
versa. As to the possibility that the universe might be also a
whole, he refuses to take a positive stand, saying only that “this
is not a completed universe, but a universe in the making; and

" there may be wholes great and small in the making beyond the

comprehension of our limited faculties.” And he concludes with

" these beautiful words:

“Although the theory of holism frankly accepts the material
basis of the world and recognizes the natural order as idealism
cannot, yet it fully justifies the claims of the spirits in the in-
terpretation of the world. . . . We are constantly confronted
with the opposition between matter and spirit, between the
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temporal and the eternal, between the phenomenal and the
real. Holism shows these opposites as reconciled and har- ~
monized in the whole. It shows whole and parts as aspects of
each other; the finite is identified with the infinite, the par-
ticular with the universal. Eternity is contained in time, ,
matter is the vesture and vehicle of spirit, reality is not a tran-
scendent other-worldly order, but is immanent in the phe- . ,
nomenal. To attain to reality, we need not fly from appear-
ance; each little centre and whole in the world, however |
lowly, is a laboratory in which time is transmuted into eternity,
the phenomenal into the real. The wondrous truth is every-
where; the plummet let down anywhere will reach to un- .
known depths; any crosssection in the world of appearance
will reveal the very texture of reality. Everywhere the whole,
even the least and most insignificant apparently, is the real :
wonder, the miracle which holds the secrets for which we are - -
groping in thought and conduct. ‘There is the within which -

is the beyond. 'To be a whole and to live in the whole becomes . |
the supreme principle, from which all the highest ethjcal and
spiritual rules (such as the Golden Rule) follow. And it links
these rules with the nature of things, for not only do goodness, .
love and justice derive from it, but also beauty and truth,
which are rooted in the whole and have no meaning apart
from it. The whole is in fact both the source and the principle
of explanation of all our highest ideals no less than of the
earlier evolutionary structures.”

LN

_ Astrology and Holistic Logic
The whole is also “the source and the principle of explana-
tion” of true astrology. As we understand it, and as it has perhaps ©
always been understood by those who probed its most essential

significance, true astrology is the mathematics of wholeness. It + =,

is “holistic logic” in opposition to the “intellectual logic” of this
present Western civilization, It deals with wholes. It studies the . .

_structural harmony, the growth, development and the disinte-

gration or transfiguration of wholes—whether these be the usual , .
biological organisms or more transcendent mental and spiritual
wholes, :
Intellectual logic deals with “parts;” holistic logic with
“wholes.” All intellectually logical propositions, as Bertrand Rus- | .
sell says, are essentially tautologies. They equate judgments con-

3.
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" cerning the realm of “parts.” They see that parts fit well causally,
" one with the others. They are strictly analytical propositions and

\tified with the infinite, the par- = 3¢ perfectly adapted to the mechanistic conception of the world
infinite, -

—which will always remain an essential factor in human knowl-

“ edge. This concept, so strongly (almost exclusively) developed

-

. remove

in the European civilization (and its Greek prototypes), is a
marvelous instrument of knowledge. But only an instrument.
It does not make us understand reality. It only establishes a basis
of “intellectual honesty” for our approach to reality. It helps
the parasitic growths of subjective emotionalism, which
so easily corrupt any type of vital knowledge. It filters the waters
of knowledge, so to speak; or in another sensg, it is a scaffold

_ which lifts up knowledge to a really human plane. Intellectual

Jogic and the idea of strict causation (its result) are marvelous

 tools for the training of a crystal-clear, honest and un-emotional

or un-devotional mind. They serve to root out the delusion of
the miraculous, the fallacies of the religious, tribal mind. They

* are great cathartics. But while one may guess at the shape of a

kS

building by studying the scaffold used to build it—the scaffold
is not the building.

The scaffold represents the outside view of the world, a view
which deals with parts as if they were not integral components
and, in a sense at least, products of the whole. But the moment
the whole becomes an operating unit, parts cease to be merely
parts; they become functional organs of the organic whole. We
usually estrict the use of such terms as organism, organs, func-
tions to what is now known in science as biological wholes. But
in the holistic conception of the universe we extend the use of
the terms, potentially at least, to all kinds of wholes, The fact

- that there is a whole implies the existence of parts which are

-

more than what is known, from the mechanistic viewpoint, as
mere parts. Again we may make a distinction between mechanis-
tic and intellectually analyzed parts, and holistic parts; the latter

. being in all respects organs, cells or groups of cells, and agents

>

of the whole.
Elsewhere we spoke at great length of the philosophy of
Operative Wholeness (The Glass Hive, Hamsa series of articles
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bearing this title; 1929 to 1934). We feel that these two words ' —an
“Operative Wholeness,” which we used years before being ac- 4o
quainted with General Smuts’ work or those of other Englich*' -
philosophers, are very significant. They at any rate give the key. ogyl‘
note of a philosophy of astrology. For true astrology deals, ex- ciple
clusively and integrally, with operative wholes. It deals with\ « 4o
them just at the precise moment when they emerge into the ,p
condition of wholes; when they become able to maintain inde-* gron
pendent operation as wholes at their own level of being; able pow

also, at least potentially, to reproduce themselves through some , | ggcer
sort of emanative or multiplicative process. beco
Here we are confronted with two definite factors: a space

factor—the structure of the whole, its morphology and the sum, ;l:
total of its specific characters; and a time factor—the moment tri‘%
liet of integration, of “holization,” when what was only a group of . 4
ke elements begins to operate as an independent whole. The space
', o factor has to be known independently of astrology. It belongs to

those sciences which deal with spatial arrangement or structure, " *
—as physics, physiology and psychology. An astrological chart
will never tell, of itself, whether the whole it characterizes is., j
a man, a dog, a seed of wheat, or an idea. If one knows that the
chart is to be referred to an entity of the species homo sapiens,
i and moreover to a particular race within that species (white, " *
- R yellow, black, red), then a good deal of inferential knowledge
LN may be had as to the individual variation of the type which the ..
: chart represents; nothing more. :
This is one of the reasons why we compared astrology to pure
y.+ ..  mathematics; for mathematics does not give any information as )
, to what its equations refer to. First, you have to have perceptual
o knowledge; then only can you use mathematics to give a new -
"~ quality to that kmowledge. Likewise in order intelligently to use ;
astrology, you have first to know what kind of whole the chart * semt
symbolizes. Is it a human being? Is it a man or 2 woman? And,
[ t0 some extent at least, what racial and cultural type of man o - e
woman is it? Knowing these things, astrology can then be used '
to add a new quality to that knowledge. This quality is almost » exf§
solely dependent upon values which refer to the essence of time

e

ST I L T e
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_an almost entirely unknown factor in science. Astrology is
rooted in the mystery of time.

Again let us restate our parallelism between logic and astrol-
ogy. Logic is 2 method of testing the purity of the causal prin-
ciple in any concept. The causal principle in turn is the founda--
¢on of the mechanistic theory, which refers, as seen above, to
an external viewpoint from which the universe appears as a
grouping of causally related elements in an abstract matrix which
now is called space-time, or the continuum. In such a theory the
essence of space completely absorbs the reality of time, which
becomes merely a fourth-dimension of space. As Bergson pointed
out in his great work Creative Evolution, the time of science is
purely mathematical and has no intrinsic vital value, He then
tried to approach the reality of time, which he expressed by the
term “duration.”

Time and Cycles

In the holistic universe (generally speaking, and not neces-
sarily as General Smuts sees it) time is very real indeed. And
jts reality is very much to be identified with the reality of the
wholeness of the wholes. Not only does real time, or Bergsonian
duration, become a function of the wholeness of wholes, but it
enters, in a sort of meta-causal way, into the “holization” of any
group of elements. Two factors are thus involved: First, the span
of independent existence of any whole is intimately united to
the character of the wholeness of that whole. Second, the quality

_ of the moment when the group became an operative whole de-

termines the quality of the wholeness of the whole.
In other words, whether a whole continues to exist as such

" a minute, a year or a billion years, is not merely a secondary

matter. The span of wholeness cannot be isolated from the es-

- sence of the whole. ‘The relation between both is not one of

causation, but one of identity. Considered as a particular, living
entity, a man is the length of his life: first proposition. A'man
is the moment of his assumption of the power of independent
existence (first breath): second proposition. Such are postulates
of a “time-philosophy.”
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Nevertheless these do not contradict the facts that a man j; ¢ du.t']i
first of all an entity belonging to the human species, then to 4 >. ina
particular race and physiological grouping. These facts deter-+* o1t of
mine a man’s space-characteristics: his biological structure. But ' 1naki
a man is not only a part of a collectivity (mechanistic view)," * If
He is an individual whole Cholistic view). What is it that char- . she wl
acterizes this individual wholeness? The moment of his first pendi
breath, and the span of his life—both being related values in ;
real time. :

Modern science has nothing whatsoever to say as to the quality
of the wholeness of any whole; nor has it anything vital and |
real to say concerning the essence of time. Wholes are creatureg
of time, Parts, as causally related elements, are creatures of space,
The term “creatures” may be somewhat allegorical; but the
general idea is comrect, for the relationship of time to wholes s -
of a genetic type. It is not exactly that time makes wholes; but
time conditions the making of wholes. To return to our previous
illustration, mathematics does not make physics, but mathematics -
conditions the making of physics. Mathematics makes physics a
whole, through the process of logical correlation of data. Like- (i
wise time makes of groupings of elements operative wholes,
through a process of comrelation and “holization” of these cle-
ments. This latter process is not logical. In some cases we may -
call it biological; but in a more general sense it transcends what
is ordinarily called “life.” It might be named cyclological, be-
cause time is essentially cyclic in its manifestations. '

Thus the science of cycles (or, more accurately, the science
of “cyclicity”). Cyclology is to the science of wholes what mathe '
matics is to modern physical science. Mathematics analyzes space;
cyclology analyzes time—real time, the time of the living and

| - _the whole. The former starts from a strictly causal, intellectual,
i S external (in General Smuts’ sense of the term) viewpoint of the -

i

B
o

universe, conceived as extended in an abstract space-time con-
tinuum, in which time is interpreted as an extra spatial cor
ordinate. ‘The latter starts from a synchronistic, holistic, internal
view of the universe conceived as in-tensed in a cyclic psycho- §-
biological time, the unit of which might be called the “quantum
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contradict the facts that a man is " ,f duration,” Viz, the creative moment. The moment is creal'tive
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and its cycle of manifestation, both of which fully determine it
25 a soul,—i.e., as a wholeness of pats, which, in their ancestry
. as parts, refer to space.
This fits in well with the old mythological symbolism. For
Chronos-Saturn is the maker of individual souls, or individual
~ telves, or personalities, or egos—according to the way these terms
are defined. It is the god of cycles, the ruler of the Golden Age
_ (i.e., of the beginning of any cycle). It is the principle of limita-
tion, of boundaries, of finiteness, of crystallization and form.
This, because every whole must needs be finite; because whole-
- ness implies finiteness, selfhood implies limitations and form.
Yet the Golden Age is the age of innocence and bliss; for to live
wholly within the limits and cyclic boundaries of one’s own
" wholeness is true innocence and bliss; sin and tragedy coming
only as one attempts to go beyond these boundaries in search of
* the “infinite.”
In one of his letters to students, Marc Jones writes:

“There is no delusion so damaging to the spiritual growth

of the seeker as the idea that infinity is something to be sought,

- and somehow to be gained. . . . Infinity is a concept of finite
mind, to get at something which it is not, and finiteness is a
necessity for realization of infinity, paradoxical as this may
seem to be, . . . Fear is infinite, just as love is finite, Hate is
infinite, as is a lie or a surrender of a soul to the immoral or
*  the base; but divinity is finite, definite, that is. Finite means
limited, infinite indicates a lack of delimitation. The utterly
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A .
T unlimited is wholly unknown, the wholly defined is the abso-  and
' lutely known. God was finite to Jesus: his ‘father.” Divinity

. ~! I is finite to the student who knows through the spiritual bound., | cony
R ing, the initiatory limiting of his being. Paul calls himself 4 sma
3 _l : ‘lave’ of an immortal master, and in this ‘bondservantship’. , €au

A becomes likewise a real or immortal personality. Reality s whet
' finite, never infinitely gained. The quest for the real is really - men¢
: the quest for the finite absolute.” sion
' This easily brings us back to the revolution which Einstein * time,
1 accomplished in the realm of world physics by declaring the  miny
LEERE universe boundless but limited. Since this mathematical state- . Whj‘

g ment modern science has begun to deal with the universe as a ally
T whole—and also with the atom as a whole composed of very I
peculiar parts. All of which leads in the direction of Holism, - Wh

qi But we would seriously question some of the philosophical ideas Of tH
A involved in Einstein's generalized theory. We would, for in- * |
‘ « stance, say that space as such is unlimited; because space deals
e with the causal extension of elements, of parts-to-be. And there ,
i is no limit to the possible number of and relations between ele- ¢ fen
! - ments. But time is limited; because it is the realm of whole- c]lm
‘ . making; and wholeness or selfhood is, by definition, limited, pt}elx
a0 Time, abstractly speaking, is the Cycle—whatever the apparent ; '

43 size of it may be. It is the “circle of wholeness”; the mythological-. ,
i T astronomical Ring of Saturn. That, therefore, which makes
" ' ‘ " space-time limited is the factor of time. Infinite time is an ab-
l [ I surdity. Eternity is not infinite time, but an immense cycle of
! i' . time, or eon. Mystically speaking, it is the wholeness of any
‘ l . cycle. e
‘ »l S In Gnostic philosophy an Eon is not only a cycle of time,
:' S but a divine Consciousness or cosmic Being—a cosmic Whole, -
it 1 .. This applies to every cycle, however small it may appear to be.
A moment is an eon, in the sense that it is both a unit of time .

meny

1 T and a soul—or the formative matrix of 2 number of wholes that
RS achieve then their wholeness. As to what is called the “universal .
il Self,” such does not mean an infinite Self, but on the contrary
K} that which reaches perfect selfhood during every “quantum of -
HIE duration,” during every moment: viz., the whole that is whole in
e
=
(B
b
-
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and through every one of the shortest moments, without any
conceivable break in selfhood. It may be the smallest of the
emall, or the vastest of the vast. Dimensions do not count, be-
cause they belong to the realm of space. Nor does it matter
whether 2 whole has this or that number of parts, small or tre-
mendously large. The number of parts and the degree of exten-
sion in dimensions do not belong to the realm of wholeness—or
time, but to the illusion of spatiality, the illusion of plus and
inus, of intellectual logic and causation. Being is potentially
whole at every moment. The supreme Being is He Who is actu-
ally whole at every moment, knowing not the disintegration that
is death; Whose span of time is so full with uninterrupted
wholeness that it is both the smallest of the small and the vastest
of the vast.

Positive and Negative Time

All of which is undoubtedly very metaphysical; yet so in-
tensely practicall It refers to one of the basic changes which
characterize this period of transition of ours; a change very com-
plex snasmuch as it at times appears t© be directed one way, at
others just in the opposite direction. Since the sixth century B.C.
mankind has tried to repolarize itself in accordance with a new
mental and abstract viewpoint. Its best philosophers and scientists
have stressed the factor of “form.” Form, which must not be
confused with “body,” is merely the synthetic result of purely
abstract relationship. Form, however, when it becomes manifest
in the ordering of material elements into a “body” Cor object),
Thus space, as a cosmic principle, has
been fundamentally emphasized during these last twenty-five
centuries.

On the other hand, real time has been left in the background.
Time, for archaic mankind, meant 2 line of successive modifica-
tions undergone by material bodies. Time was significant insofar
as it scemed to cause the fateful disintegration of bodies and
energies. 'Time was thus analogical with fate. Saturn was the
god of fate and karma—the implacable ruler whose decrees
meant cessation and death, Cessation means emotion; and so
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does birth. All great changes, all moments when time seems to
act with particular power and significance, are causes for intense

emotions. Thus time-values appear, to the “natural” man, as emo- .

tional values. Time (Satumn) operates—as we shall see later on

Moon mould the life of feelings of man, as the solar changes
affect the operetion of the basic life-ferce in 2l living bodies.
Time, thus connected with change, carxies always with it the
significance of cessation (cf. the Saturn symbolism); and thus
that of the tragic inability to perpetuate cofisciousness, love,
youth and all such symbols of perfectly functioning organic
form. In other words, time, which at first was associated with

the birth of things (Golden Age) and bliss, for many centuries -

seems to have been essentially linked with the idea of death and
the fatality of not being able to maintain one’s own identity
(which means, to retain a definite form). Saturn-time has been

regarded thus more and more (especially throughout the Chris- .

tian era) as the power that opposes life; an anti-holistic power.
This in itself is highly significant. That which actually gen-

erates wholes and gives birth to souls has been almost exclu- ¢

sively considered as the cause of all destruction! It is, of course,

both the cause of birth and the cause of death. But because i

%this world” was considered evil and illusory, birth did not seem
a particularly joyful event—and, curiously enough, death was

even more feared; which would be indeed quite illogical, were

it not for the fact that death was tanght to mean in so many
cases the birth of helll Occult philosophy and the deeper types
of mysticism emphasized the teaching that while the ordinary

man, jdentifying his selfhood with his body of earth-matter, was -

facing extinction of personal consciousness at death, the adept,
having succeeded in transferring his selfhood from the body
to the abstract form (or astral prototype), Inew no cessation of

personality at death, His material body would disintegrate under .

the sway of Saturn, but having established his selfhood in an
abstract form, he was able to cheat Saturn. He remained the
same self minus a material vehicle for expression. The wholeness
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. of the whole remained, even though the operative power of the
whole (in terms of earthly activity) was gone.

"< Thus the fatality of cessation was overcome, throngh the mas-

_ tery of form. Man building his “form of immortality,” or extricat-
ing it from the substantial elements which gave it body, was
- + gble to retain his selfhood in spite of all changes, in spite of time.
* Having built his own space-structure as an impregnable fortress,

-+ he could defy time. This could be done only by the use of mind.

Various levels of mind would confer upon one various types of
.. immortality. A great book remembered throughout the ages is a2
sort of personal immortality for its author. The adept, however,
was able to gain an even more integral type of immortality by
. . functioning beyond death in his “Christ-body” or “body of resur-
rection” or nirmanakaya body, etc.

Unfortunately, the creative type of mind (i.e., mind consid-
ered in relation to the process of whole-making) was soon ob-
_ scured by the tremendous development of the logical type of
" mind, or analytical intellect. Through analysis, space Tost its
" \wholeness (i.e., its connection with the holistic power of time)
i, and became mechanistic and strictly causal. It became infinite,
| thus meaningless. It was conceived as extending in all directions

infinitely. Causality and mechanism led to the formulation of
“i* the laws of thermo-dynamics and to the idea of entropy. The

universe was seen as “running down.” Here also time was be-
. coming the fatality of cessation—instead of the power of giving
birth to wholes.

_ Of late, however, a tendency toward restating cosmology in
terms not unlike the ancient Days and Nights of Brahma has
come to the fore. Not only is the universe being conceived as a

~* whole, but instead of being pictured as an exploding whole it
is acquiring the power to regenerate itself, periods of contrac-

- tions alternating with periods of expansion (Sir James Jeans;
op. cit,, p. 138). It seems probable that a new understanding of

2+ the essence of time may lead scientists to further and more satis-
factory theories. :

The main point for us to grasp, however, is that there are two

fundamental conceptions of time possible: Negative time is time
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conceived as the fatality of cessation. Positive time, or holistic
time, is the power of whole-making. The first view is subjective

and emotional, It says: “Here I am, whole, alive, conscious; and -

P’ ‘ \ 6 TrE ASTROLOGY OF mesomu.mr :

it is all going to end! Each change is a step toward death, and

thus all is suffering and all in vain.* Thus speaks the individual,

ASTROLOGY

. fure is Test

who has seen that individual selfhood is a mirage. “All compound -

entities decay,” said the Buddha, From which follows logically

that the only wise attitude to take is to withdraw one’s conscious- -

ness from all changing compounds and to dwell in pure “ab-

stract form,” in pure wholeness beyond (or within) all wholes, .

This is the Nirvana state.

The positive conception of time sces time as the eternal birth-
ing of wholes which do not necessarily die as such but may keep
combining with each other, forming in the process ever greater

wholes, Through participation in consciousness the individual .

may become an organic part of a greater whole, and thus achieve
immortality within that whole, as a functional agent of the

wholeness of the greater whole. This kind of jmmortality differs '

in meaning from strictly personal immortality, because it is not

based on the overcoming of time, but on identification with the

creative power of every moment. '
Man should live fully every moment, and first of all his funda-

mental birth-moment and his entire Destiny. As he ceases re-

sisting time, but on the contrary accepts the creative message of

every moment, every moment is seen as a birth. Man, as he lives .

creatively, lives in a constant process of whole-making. He is
not trying to escape the limitations of any one moment by rush-
ing off into space, but he fulfills the space and the form deter-
mined by the potency of every moment; and by so doing he

constantly renews his wholeness. He creates, with the same ease *

and joy, in the moments which define his wholeness as that of
youth as in those other moments which define his wholeness as
that of maturity, old age, or death. All these time-definings are
equally creative opportunities for whole-making. At every mo-
ment he is 2 whole combining with all other wholes within the
universal Whole. When the space-structure known as his body
is no longer able to define new series of whole-making, the strue-
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67
ture is tesolved into its elements, which recombine within the
Whole to carry on the joy of birthing in other modes. But at the
yery moment the body structure loses its holistic power and
breaks down, in that same moment myriads of structures are
born in the universe, A star may be bomn, and he who has ful-
filled time and identified himself with its cyclic tides is carried
thereon to immediate birthing according to the fulness of the
whole-making power he had developed within his then ending
space-structure (ie., species, race, family and groupings of all
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Intuitions and Symbols

The new type of Astrology, which we discuss in this book, is
founded upon this positive conception of time. And it involves
therefore the use of a faculty which had no place in minds
weighed down by the negative concept of time, its determinism
and its fears. According to the negative concept of time, every
whole is dying at every moment in its parts. Thus the only thing
the whole can do is try frantically to get new parts, and so mas-
ter the causal laws of relationship between parts that, by engi-
neering skill, the fateful disintegration may be made as slow as
possible, and the space-structure may be preserved. As in war

* offensive is the best means of defense, so self-preservation is best

accomplished by means of self-aggrandizement, Which leads to

. imperialism and greed, on a constant background of fear, At the

:nts which define his wholeness as :*

death. All these time-definings are

; for wholemaking. At every mo- -

¢ with all other wholes within the

space-structure known as his body -
which is the power to identify oneself with the whole-making .

v series of whole-making, the strue-

limit we have the symbol of the “black magician,” who feeds on
the death of all things, who in absolute fear preserves his formal
perfection by destroying all things and sucking their life-power.
Such is the supreme manifestation of negative time, It involves

2ss. He creates, with the same ease * the use of a powerful intellect, which reduces all things to ele-

ments in order to assimilate them, which is absolutely un-creative
because absolutely divorced from the holistic power of true time,

This is perhaps only a symbol, but it indicates the consum-
mation of the process which extols exclusively intellectual logic,
and the analytical, causalistic attitude of the mind. In opposi-
tion to this we sce the development of the faculty of intuition,
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power of time. Intuition begins with biological instinct.* The
latter apprehends every new situation and confrontation as g !
whole, and reacts to it instantaneously also as a whole, Thus ;- of s
there is perfect adjustment of whole to whole, and perfect ful- |

11
fillment both of all relationships involved in the confrontation ! ii:: is
and of the moment itself. - vida ali

Intuition is the same power at the psycho-mental level. C. G,
Jung speaks of intuition as follows:

“Intuition is a kind of instinctive apprehension, irrespective
of the nature of its contents. . . . Through intuition any one |
content is presented as a complete whole. . . . Intuitive cog- |
nition possesses an intrinsic nature of certainty and conviction -
which enabled Spinoza to uphold the ‘scientia intuitiva’ as the .
highest form of cognition,” '

tic perception. It can also be defined as awareness of self. It is
the faculty which enables us to be aware of the self (the whole-
ness) of any whole. It is thus opposed to sensations, which are I
always fragmentary and therefore need the causal logic of the ' i
intellect Cor the equivalent biological power of association of -
sensations) to co-ordinate them. Intuition is not based on causal
logic, yet has a definite type of logicalness, to which we referred ,, i
as “holistic logic,” The certainty derived from intuitive realiza- “
tions is not of the same type as that derived from simple mathe- .
matical propositions; and yet the intuitive realization is, in its
own way, a kind of tautology.

The best definition would seem to us to be that intuition is holis- j

',

* Bergson defines intuition as instinct become conscious of itself, set |
free from slavery to the exigencies of action and able to reflect upon
what it sees. The essential nature of both instinct and intuition is .,
defined by him as “sympathy.” Intellect at its highest puts into our
hands the key to the compreﬁension of matter; intuition may lead us
to the very depths of life itself. Intuitive philoso h{ is a type of knowl .
edge akin to art but having for object life itself. It operates by estab-
lzsﬁm' ing a sympathetic relation between us and other living beings.
Intuition transcends intellect, but it is by means of intellect that it *
has grown beyond the limitations of mere instinct. Without the co-
operation of intellect it must—as instinct—have remained attached to _
some special object of a practical utilitﬁ, and have spent itself in out-
ward act. (Cf. Creative Evolution, Ch. II.)
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A tautology was defined by Bertrand Russell as a proposition

! chowing “that certain different sets of symbols are different ways

of saying the same thing.” In other words, the process is that of
identifying two symbolical representations. The intuitive realiza-
tion is similar to this because through it a whole (be it an indi-
vidual or a situation) is identified with a quality. One knows
intuitively that a man is honest, let us say. This means that in a

I" peculiar way the man and honesty have been realized as identi-
\ cal. The quality, honesty, has superimposed itself to the concept

of the man, and become one with it. We believe that all intui-

! tions can be explained as sudden identifications of particular
' wholes with basic qualities held, as it were, in the unconscious.
. When a person (or a whole situation) becomes the subject of

an intuitive realization, one or several of these basic qualities
are suddenly pulled out of the unconscious and so at-one with
the mental image of the person (or the situation) that the latter
becomes completely significant in terms of these qualities.®

Astrology is based upon one of these intuitive realizations
identifying “order” and “the celestial motions of the stars.” The
conceptual quality of “order” was latent in the unconscious. It
was the psychological result of a yearning to find a compensa-
tion for the apparent chaos of every-day existence. Moreover,
man observed that there was a striking regularity in the move-
ments of Sun, Moon, stars. Then the inner psychological factor
and the outer perception somehow appeared as identical. One
became the symbol of the other, All intuitions are based on
symbols.

What are symbols? They are representations of qualities which
pertain to wholes. In contradistinction to symbols, enumerations
and categories pertain to parts. Parts exist in a condition of co-
extensive simultaneity—that is, in space. They are seen in juxta-

Fz%?ei"ﬁm]fhﬂﬁ;m‘fykxi # position, and they strike us basically by virtue of their differ-

befween us and other Living bein ences: they occupy different places, are orientated differently,
but itfis by means of V1an;5111e<:t tﬁm it * behave differently. They have distinguishing characteristics
ons of mere instinct. Without the co- 3 tnd 1 s

25 instincthave remained attached to . thanks to which the mind is able to define them analytically
al utility, and have spent itself in out-

* H H o« [P}
tion, Cho, L) Cf. next two chapters for a further discussion of these “qualities

~ and “primordial images” of the unconscious.
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g against the background of a homogeneous space, or against each . con‘
Iy other, by contrast. Parts therefore can be enumerated; they can | r ij

"+ be given quantitative values and causal connections; they cang Th'
be classified into categories, compartments, etc. But when wei
g come to wholes (whether as whole entities, or as whole sxtua- .
[1 T tions) we are facing truly indivisible individualities which must *
" . beunderstood and lived as wholes. In order to do so we have to |
i " establish a current of “sympathy” between ourselves (as 3 N
. whole) and them. Our wholeness meets and at-ones with their
wholeness. A psychic state is the result, in us. This state is purely
i . qualitative; for, as Bergson shows in his book, Les Données - l
;} T médiates de la Conscience,* psychological states are in them. -
;f . sclves purely qualitative, and pure duration is a “succession of ;-
!
¥

0 g
& . B

$°§'

OmE‘
= .

qualitative changes.”
I Thus, briefly speaking and avoiding lengthy metaphysical ar- 2
i

guments, we may say that every whole as it is experienced by
i " us at any particular moment is pervaded by a quality which
represents the “genius” of this whole, the genius of the situation
as a whole: its significance, its “soul.” How can this soul or sig-
nificance be conveyed? Not merely by an enumeration of the y
parts constituting the whole, but by a “symbol” which, as a: :
“ign,” reveals the significance of the whole. L of
Time-values, soul-values, whole-values—all similar terms—can- ' ’
* ' not be communicated directly. Intellectual analysis and its re- o,
’ Jated mental operations are of no use whatsoever to convey the
wholeness of a whole, the genius of a whole situation, of a whole
moment. Intuition, based on identification and perfect sympathy .
(or perfect atunement), can alone bring us to the realization of
that wholeness or genius.
1 But how can we arouse this state of identification? Only by or
Il .~ formulating a situation or image which, in an actional dramatic
fro manner, will exteriorize the quality of the whole,—and moreover -
© "  will tend to arouse the experience of that quality in others. Let
.+ us suppose that a man is living in a thick jungle, so thick that ~
s he has never seen a night-sky filled with stars. In the jungle, he

i R *Translated into English as Time and Free Will. Cf. Chapters 1
N (I and II. L=
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constantly experiences fear and attacks from hostile living things.
Jungle—h'fe seems to him an awesome chaos of brutal instincts,
Then a superior being comes to him who takes him to a2 mountain

from which he can watch the orderly pageant of stars. He
is taught the rudiments of astronomy and the ordered laws of
celestial motions. For the first time the wholeness of him faces
the wholeness of the universe, and he experiences the reality of
order and harmony, Even jungle-life, he now realizes, is ruled
by some vast mysterious harmony.

Then he returns to his jungle, his whole being filled with the
experience. He tries to communicate the meaning of order to
his jungle-fellows—without success, of course, as there is no sen-
sorial experience of theirs which can give to them the “symbol”
of order, Finally, he leads them to the top of high trees and
they contemplate the clear night-sky. They see, night after night,
the pageant of stars, They can sense the reality of universal
order, for now they have seen a “sign” thereof. And whenever,
later on, if unable to climb the high trees and oppressed by the
dark chaos of the jungle, they feel lost in this chaos, another
man can tell them: “Remember the stars. There is order in the
world. And the despairing men may again experience the reality
of order through the power of the symbolism of the stars.

Likewise a tiger becomes a symbol of fear; a strongly built
house a symbol of protection. In other words, a life-situation
which, in the more or less universal experience of mankind, is
spontaneously identifiable with the quality of a particular psy-
chological state, becomes the symbol of that state, It is that state
exteriorized as a symbolic image, the image being further ab-
stracted at a later stage of evolution into a word or a sentence
or a work of art.

What makes of the image or dramatic action a fit symbal is,

* first of all, the fact that it constitutes a whole situation. It must

be experienced as a “whole of action”; otherwise it would not
release in another person a wholly determined psychological
state, Then, it must be related to the past experience of that per-

" son, either directly or at least indirectly. No symbol is really
significant to any one who has not experienced the “whole of

British Library - "The world's knowledge"
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has never experienced a tiger, either directly or vicariously by
partaking of the experience of other persons. The more vicarious
and remote the experience, the less significant the symbol—be-
cause the less power it has to rouse the psychological state with l
which it is meant to be identical, l

action” it pictures. A tiger is not a symbol of fear to anyone who I

We said that all intuitions are based on symbols. But so, in
a different way, are instincts. An animal faces a situation and
reacts instinctively to it. If, in the past, no identical situations
had been experienced by his species as a whole, there would be ‘
no such reaction—certainly not as perfect a behavior, The fact
that the situation had been experienced many times before made §
F
§

*

of the configuration of elements constituting it, a symbol. It be-
came a sign for a psychological-biological state which compelled |
immediate adaptation. The instinctive reaction is not only im- |
mediate but a perfect adaptation of experiencer to situation,
This is so because the symbol has absolute significance and there-
fore absolutely compels, without any reservation or perversion,
the proper vital or biological behavior.

In a modern human being, on the contrary, hardly any life-
situation is ever endowed with absolute significance as a symbol,
: because modern man uses his analytical mind to such an extent ;
ey that he can no longer realize a situation Cor himself) as a whole.
4 " He is not whole in his reactions—unless under the stress of a few
‘ all-compelling biological feelings. He does not see people or
situations as wholes. Therefore they do not become immediately
identified by him with “qualities,” of which they become sym-
. bols, Because they are not realized as symbols of qualities, fully
il.. . and wholly experienced in the past, they must be analyzed, bit .

: .~ by bit. The result is at best a delayed reaction; or a wrong reac-
tion, Neither instinct nor intuition analyzes a man or a situation .
bit by bit; but they apprehend them whole and at once. They
‘ see them whole and as identified with one or several qualities,
T " which determines a correct reaction.

g The American Indian, even today, usually reacts at once to
1{°, ©  a person never met before. This person’s voice or the quality of
1= his silence, or an indescribable something becomes for the Indian

e
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l’ a clear symbol of the person’s real selfhood (i.e., wholeness).

+

And he acts accordingly with true judgment—on his intuition.
The white man, on the contrary, usually does not meet a stranger
as whole meeting whole, intuitively; but begins to analyze this
and that feature or characteristic. And seeing more or less unre-
Jated parts, instead of a significant whole symbol of qualities,
he frequently reacts to the stranger in a way which proves
wrong.

Intuition is thus the power to read every whole as a symbol
of a basic quality of life. This actually means to see the soul in
every thing, the wholeness (quality) in every whole. Through
his instincts the animal lives in 2 world of unconsciously appre-
hended symbols which compels his biological functions to react
in perfect patterns of behavior. The wholly intuitive man lives
in a world of consciously perceived symbols, in a world of souls,
full of significance. The combination of all these symbols at
every moment constitutes another symbol, the seed-symbol of the
moment. This seed-symbol reveals the significant quality of that
man’s soul as it sees itself revealed in the fulfillment of the
moment.

Cosmically speaking, every moment of the universe can thus
be realized as a cosmic symbol revealing the quality of the mo-
ment, and the soul of the Cosmos—call it God if you wish, Every
moment thus realized, however, is that moment in relation to
the perceiver on earth; and, at the limit, to the whole of man-
Lind.

As we saw that each moment is a birthing of numberless
wholes, it follows that, by law of cosmic inheritance, the quality
of that moment determines the basic quality of the wholes is-
sued therefrom. And as the ordered revolution of the celestial
bodies is the great symbol of natural and cosmic order, it follows
that the pattern made by these celestial bodies at any moment
can be taken as the root-symbol of the wholeness (selfhood and
destiny) of every whole born at that moment. The quality re-
vealed by that rootsymbol is the quality of these wholes. But
the root-symbol (the astrological birth-chart) must be considered
as a whole and through the faculty of intuition, For analytical
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intellect is of no avail in realizing holistic symbols; and if the i\
birth-chart means anything vital and real, it can only be as a !
symbol—therefore as @ total configuration, as a whole. The i*
wholeness of the celestial pattern at birth and the wholeness of
the selfhoed and destiny of the native are identical; and both
are expressions of the wholeness of the moment. In intellectual :»
logic we have the formula: If A = B, and B = C, then A = C.
Holistic logic gives, however, a different meaning to the symbol *
= than intellectual logic; a genetic meaning, as it were.

We must now add that the revolutions of Sun, planets and &
stars are not the only material which may be used as symbols
for an intuitive revelation of the soul of the moment. Theoreti-
cally everything can serve as a basis for symbolism, provided: 1) v
that the interpreter is able to meet every symbolic situation as a
whole with the wholeness of his own selfhood, thus with fully -
developed intuition; 2) that this intuition, if it is to be com-
municated, operates according to the principles of “holistic logic”
principles which may be briefly described as of functional
coherency.

This is where the intellect finds its proper place. In instine-
tive behavior the “functional coherency” is unconscious and bio-
logical, For instance, certain motions and attitudes in animal
courtship are symbols of the biological urge that leads to mating.
But the animal cannot fail to interpret correctly, i.e., with holis-
tic logic, the meaning of these motions and attitudes. His instinct s
knows with certainty what the dance of the male or the flight
of the female means in terms of the biological function of propa- .
gation. His unconscious, unerring interpretation is *functionally l
coherent” because the “mind” which does the interpreting is |
absolutely one with the vital principle, with the wholeness of 1
the moment. Spring, as the mating moment, compels absolutely }
the animal’s interpretation of the symbols of the dance of mating. ¥
The animal perfectly fulfills the moment. The soul of the mo-
ment and the self of the animal are identical in significance.
Therefore the interpretation, unconscious and mstmcnve, can-
not be false, N

But with man’s attempts to get an intuitive realization of his

Y
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individual selfhood and destiny at every moment, the problem
4s more complex; because such realization has to find its founda-
tion in the conscious mind. And the conscious mind (or the
thinking function) does not at first operate upon wholes but
upon parts. ‘Thinking develops from sensations, which are dis-
crete and separative. It rationalizes sensations or associations of
sensations; and unless a new faculty reenergizes the mind, it
deals first of all with spacevalues or form-values, rather than
with positive time-values and holistic principles. To deal with
the latter requires the collaboration of the feelings which, as
we shall see in a later chapter, react naturally to whole situations.

The union of the feelings’ whole-reactions and of thought-
logic leads the mind to a new attitude or polarization. It begins
then to function in terms of wholes rather than in terms of parts;
in terms of psychological evaluations rather than in terms of
physical intellectual concepts. It becomes holistic rather than
mechanistic. It ceases to be bound to material objects and to the
task of enumerating and classifying them by their space-
characteristics. It turns inward, after having achieved this libera-
tion, and begins to “feel” the living power of the moment. Then
the wholeness of the moment begins to speak; and such utter-
ances are symboals,

It matters not whether such symbols are dreams or mystical
visions or omens or occult “signatures,” or any one of the forms
of lifeinterpretation and even divination that have been used
for millennia. The point is that all life-encounters become en-
dowed with significance. Man becomes thus Interpreter and Seer.
He lives in a world of souls, in a world of significant wholes,
because wholeness, or holistn, operates through his conscious-
ness, In the animal, wholeness operates through the physio-
logical organism. In the man with a repolarized mind, wholeness
operates at the psycho-mental level—thus consciously, When the
operation becomes perfect, there is in the intuitive interpreta-
tions of the symbols of the moment the same certainty that exists
in the biological instincts; a certainty which the intellect can
know only in logic and pure mathematics—the certainty of a
tautology; a certainty that comes from evident identity. The ani-
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mal interprets the mating dance with certainty because he has * -
become identified with the mating urge within the moment.
Orly he does not know it. The perfect intuition is also the result
of an identification (of absolute “sympathy,” as Bergson wrote)
between the perceiving individual whole and the perceived
whole situation, This identification occurs within the moment,
to the whole-making energy of which the individual is now fully
open.

To such a perfected intuitive man no particular system of
symbolism s necessary; and astrology is of no special value. But
he cannot communicate his intuitions to others. Communication
I necessitates a system of interpretation; a set of symbols which
1! can serve as spatialmental “bridges” between the wholeness of
1: the moment and all perceivers. It thus needs a language. As-
i trology is such a language, just as the series of hexagrams of the
" . Chinese Yi King is such a language. And it is in the formation
1. - and use of such a language that what we called holistic logic
and the principle of functional coherency come into operation.

The true foundation of astrology is such a holistic logic; and
. . as already said, not a compilation of data or statistics, even
1: % though the latter may have great value in helping to make ab-
"7~ stract interpretations more concrete and precise. This holistic
- logic, based on the perception of the wholeness of the material
i+ used as symbolical elements and of its functional coherency, is
i1 - for the truly intuitive man as logical as intellectual logic. But
{4y, it is not as rigid and set, at least in appearance, because it is
% % creative, It is a function of evolving life, Like the logic of in-
" stinets, it adapts itself to new situations and to new levels of
H being. It is protean—and yet in a mysterious way it inheres, un-
{y+ - changing in its essence, in all varieties of formulations.
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o The Foundation of Astrological Symbolism
~ These unfamiliar thoughts may become clearer as we indicate
‘1. ., briefly the manner in which astrological symbolism can be ar-
‘ ' dved at, -
i The problem of astrological symbolism is that of correctly
: '+ (e, significantly) identifying the order manifest in the cycles *
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of celestial bodies in relation to the earth-observer, and the order
which is usually not manifest in human nature and human life,
but for which man psychologically yearns; and which becomes
an actual inner reality to the spiritually awakened individual.
The man who is enmeshed in the continual warfare of primor-
dial and natural elements finds in life nothing but chaos and
chance; from which results fear. The man who sees these ele-
ments as functional parts of a cosmic whole, harmonized by
outwardly complex, yet inherently simple laws of “functional
coherency,” overcomes fear. Having conceived and realized the
universe as a whole, his life as a whole, his psyche and his body
as a whole, he is able ultimately to identify himself with the
wholeness of these wholes; and to stand in the abstract and “mys-
tical” relation of wholeness to whole. This does not mean stand-
ing outside of the whole-nature, or above it. It does not exactly
mean what is ordinarily called considering one’s nature and
destiny objectively. It means retaining a constant position or state
of equilibrium at the “center of gravity” of this wholenature
and destiny. It means not being thrown out of equilibrium by
(ie., involved into) the intensification of any one functional
part of this whole. It does not mean withdrawing oneself from
such an intensified function.

Here it may be well to refer to the scientific concept of “en-
ergy” which is determined in terms of acceleration of momen-
tum, rather than in terms of a mysterious “force” residing in the
object. Psychic energy, likewise, is produced by the intensifica-
tion of a psychic-organic function; by the fact that the “quality”
it represents so increases its significance in relation to the entire
organic equilibrium that it becomes a dominant factor in the
consciousness, For instance, the function of feeling may take
such an overwhelming value that the consciousness is almost
entirely filled with a feeling of hatred. In such a case the self,
the “I AM,” becomes usually involved in, thrown out of the
psychic center of gravity by this hatred. And the whole being
cries out: “I hate,” which means: I am hatred.”

The man who remains equilibrated may feel hatred arise, but
he will not say: “I am hatred,” but: “There is an intensification
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of hatred in the whole of me.” He will not cut himself off from
the function of feeling, because of that; for this would be self-
mutilation. But he will marshal, as it were, all his other func-
tions and balance with them the intensified feeling-function, If
he succeeds in doing this, he, the self and wholeness of the
whole, will retain his position of equilibrium at the center of
gravity of his whole-nature. He will have thus managed not to
be swept away from this center of gravity by the energy gener-
ated by the intensification (“acceleration”) of one of his part-
functions, yet without withdrawing from thlS function and thus
accepting a mutilation.

It is very likely that one cannot speak of “psychic energy”
unless one or more functions become thus intensified, The pow-
erful self depends for its power upon such intensification; and
thus his equilibrium is always unstable and dynamic. There is a
constant and alternating increase and decrease of the intensity of
all functions. Yet the self remains always at the center of gravity
of the whole, acting upon the parts whose relationships are
constantly altered—but whose total equilibrium is never lost.

The harmony of the whole-nature can thus be pictured in
terms of dynamic relationship between parts. Man as a whole is
a complex of dynamic relationships between functional parts.
So, in fact, is every organic whole. There is, therefore, in every

organic whole a dynamic order which can be established in terms -

of cycles of alternate intensification and inhibition of functions.
But such a picture can easily be related to that of the solar sys-
tem as a whole, if intensification of function is connected with

various sets of characteristics derived from the various types of

planetary relationships (relationships of position in space, of

distance to the Sun, of mass, velocity, stage of cosmic evolu-

tion, etc.).
The important pomt to realize is that these symbolical con-

nections must always be based uwpon an interpretation of the two *

related wholes which is functionally coherent, and grounded on

concrete and incontrovertible facts of experience. In other words, *

any correlation established between, say, Saturn and a particular

psychological function must derive from a consistent interpreta-
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tion of: 1) the solar system as a whole; 2) the human psyche
as a whole. If a principle of correlation is established giving to
one planet a symbolical significance in terms of its distance to
the Sun, then all planets must be given their respective sym-
bolical significance in the same way. If a strictly geocentric atti-
tude is taken, then all symbolic interpretations must be derived
from it. There should never be any mixing up of planes of in-
terpretation. Many such planes of interpretation may be used
successively, each in relation to a corresponding level of being.
But there must not be any confusion between the types of con-
crete data used as bases for the various sets of interpretation,
Each set of interpretation must use its own type of concrete
data, and this one exclusively.

The following may be taken as a most significant example:
In archaic times men’s concrete and significant experience of
celestial bodies was solely in terms of the light they gave, The
concrete data at the disposition of astrologers were that the Sun
was in all appearance the source of life as well as of light and
heat. Man’s life was divided into periods with sun-experience
(days) and periods without sun-experience (nights). Jungle
nights are full of fears and tragedies and deaths. At once life
became subject to two interpretations, depending on the presence
or absence of the Sun and of its light. Then, in temperate cli-
mates, it must have soon been remarked that the seasons and the
corresponding changes in vegetation and in the biological char-
acteristics of animals and men were all correlated to and func-
tions of the various angles at which the sun-rays struck the earth,
which angles seemed to regulate the intensity of light and heat
as well as the even more obvious relation between the lengths
of days and nights; thus the four basic points of solar change,
equinoxes and solstices,

The Moon was experienced as a mysterious helpmate of the
Sun in giving light. It was also presumably noticed very soon
that its cycles corresponded to that of physiological change in
women, etc. From these and related concrete and significant data
of experience, the Moon took on a very definite symbolical
meaning, All the celestial bodies were seen as pin-points of light
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and called “stars”; but some retain a constant relationship to
each other and were called “fixed stars.” Their constant rela-
tionships, i.e., the patterns they made on the darkness of space,
became endowed with significance just because, almost alone of
all things in nature, they remained constant. They therefore
became symbols of constant life-qualities, of Ideas of organization
or Archetypes—as constellations.

The stars which, like Sun and Moon, changed their positions
periodically with reference to the constellations, were called
. planets.” They acted like the Sun, with respect to their periodic
- motion; yet they emitted only a tiny amount of light. So they

became, naturally and logically, significant as “attendants of the
Sun” As such they were given attributes symbolized by the
intensity of their light, by the average distance they kept from
the Sun and the manner of their appearance. Venus, for in-
stance, being the star of the evening and the star of dawn in
turn, was given a dual significance. From another standpoint
the color of fixed stars and planets served to make of them sym-

bols of qualities—as the redness of Mars and Antares, etc.
All these facts were concrete and significant data of experi-
ence. The intuitive man envisioning the skies as a cosmic whole
i+ .. distributed significances to their component parts in terms of
1, experienced facts. Each part became the vehicle of an organic
" function within the cosmic whole of the heavens above and
|1 below. All these experienced facts were of course based on a
141 - geocentric interpretation of the cosmos. The Sun symbolized the
most important function, that of being the very source of the
life-force, not because it was the center of the solar system (a
T notion incongruous to the geocentric viewpoint), but because it
77 .. was the source of light and heat, and the cycle of life on earth i
1 v secemed to follow exactly its cycle of change. The Moon had -
1+ °.  then no significance as the satellite of the Earth—because that
g also was entirely irrelevant in a geocentric system. Moreover, * i
* " planets like Uranus and Neptune, not being visible to the eye, 4
s can hardly enter into such a system based on actual experience. * 4
: . Nevertheless in modern astrology the geocentric and the helio-
.°" " centric viewpoints are hopelessly mixed, and the basis of symbol-

- 4—£
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jsm is lost sight of. The result is utter philosophical confusion.
Most of the concepts of geocentric astrology are retained; Sun
and Moon are called the “lights”; the term “fixed stars” is used
for no valid reason, and these fixed stars are given archaic mean-
ing in terms of the old geocentric concept of “constellation.”

If we wish to use a heliocentric basis for our astrological sym-
bolism, then many of the traditional concepts, phrases and de-
nominations of andent geocentric astrology must go overboard.
For they are illogical in terms of our heliocentric knowledge.
What, however, complicates matters is of course that we do not
experience, actually and sensorially, the fact that the Sun is the
center of a system of which the Earth is but one planet. At least
most of us do not, Scientists who make experiments to prove the
heliocentric system may come close to experiencing it; but ordi-
pary mortals take it for granted on mere intellectual grounds,
Only a small minority among men are far enough developed
mentally to be said to experience mentally the facts of the helio-
centric system.¥

Thus we find ourselves confronted with two definite types of
interpretation of the cosmos, each of which may be taken as a
basis for symbolism. If we wish to use both, we must be careful
to use them separately, each one being made to correspond to
a distinct level of human consciousness—let us say, the vitalistic
and the mental Cor ideistic, or abstract) levels. How different
will be the results obtained by changing our basis of symbolism
will readily be seen as we draw logical conclusions Cholistically
logical, that is) from the data deriving from the heliocentric
point of view. Such data, let us say at once, have very little to do
with what some people call today “heliocentric astrology.” By
geocentric viewpoint we do not mean that which relates all ce-
lestial motions to an observer on Earth—for in every case we
must obviously do that very thing. We mean the attitude which
interprets celestial phenomena in terms of their actual sensorial
appearances. The heliocentric viewpoint is that of modern sci-
entific astronomy, which interprets the apparent motions of ce-

* This was written in 1935, before the exploration of the space
surrounding the earth began. [Editor]

Supplied by The British Library - "The world's knowledge"




v - - — - - gt
82 Ture ASTROLOGY OF PERSONALITY i |

lestial bodies according to a theory proved by scientific ex-
perimentation—that is, according to an intellectual type of
knowledge.

From the heliocentric standpoint, the solar system is obvi-
ously to be considered as a whole, the nearest star being remote
beyond the possibility of belonging to the systemic whole. In
other words, the solar system appears as a closed unit, the only
known links between it and the outside world being comets,
"This cosmic whole, the solar system, is also apparently a part
. % of some greater cosmic whole, which is either our galaxy the
- Milky Way, or a fragment of this galaxy, or a group of such
galaxies—the point being still more or less in doubt, on strict
scientific grounds (as far as we know). However that may be,
we have a somewhat accurate knowledge of the solar system as a
physical unit Cwith the possibility of yet unknown planets, prob-
ably very remote); and that knowledge must be the basis of our
symbolism. No extraneous elements should be retained, such as
would follow from a purely geccentric viewpoint.

The Sun, as the center of the system and the source of all
the planets, is obviously to be considered as the origin of life,
the fountain-head of the life-force. We “know” scientifically that
we, the Earth and its inhabitants, revolve around it. We are
subservient to it, and its power (gravitational or otherwise) is

: " the cause of our cyclic motion, following which we are com- * in
'l . pelled to see the universe from a series of successive viewpoints. cr
| i::‘ ‘ This series of viewpoints constitutes the psychological Cor con- . her |
} ~ sciousness) reality of what physical science calls the orbit of the as
! s+ earth, This orbit as a constant series of viewpoints is what we, intet

A in heliocentric symbolism, call the zodiac. Constellations are ory.
1R .-.  quite meaningless in themselves in such a symbolism. They chagt
+ -. have value merely as convenient points of reference. We “know” . " and
’ ‘scientifically that they correspond to nothing real. The distance give
AR of the stars is such that they can hardly have any significance = callyt
»r for us, except insofar as the galaxy to which our solar system not

§ RO belongs is concerned. But ancient constellations have nothing to *  datg]
#:1 - + do with our galaxy. At best they can symbolize the various view- T
! e points which we get from our successive orbital stations in our = tabyy]
I
IR
|
= ~ |
sreaS———
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annual revolution around the Sun. They symbolize, to be more
accurate, vistas of universal space which the Earth and man
experience as a result of their ever-changing relationship to the
Sun. They are symbols of the space created by the revolution
of the Earth around the Sun,

The planets of the solar system have significance, in the helio-
centric symbology, in terms of their relation of position, dis-
tance, mass, velocity, density, etc., to the Earth and the Sun,
They are, first of all, to be divided into planets inside and planets
outside of the Earth-orbit. As this orbit introduces, as far as we
are concerned of course, a line of cleavage between inner and
outer, we may expect a sort of balance or symmetry between
inner and outer planets. Thus we pair Venus and Mars, Mercury
and Jupiter—and, in a somewhat different way, Sun and Saturn.
It may be that there is actually an intra-Mercurial planet Vulean,
which should be paired with Satum; in which case, it would
necessarily carry a part of the significance now given to the Sun.
Vulcan may be understood also as the Sun’s photosphere. For
the photosphere would, in symbolical logic, balance very ac-
curately Saturn. The interior of the Sun would balance sym-
bolically all planets which could be found outside of Saturn’s
orbit.

The Moon, as the only satellite of the Earth, would be put
in an interesting position. Perhaps the Biblical symbolism of the
creation of Eve out of Adam’s 1ib might help us to understand
her significance! Besides the planets, -all other symbols used in
astrology, from this true heliocentric viewpoint, have to be also
interpreted in accordance with the facts of the heliocentric the-
ory. The Earth’s revolution upon her axis creates the ever-
changing horizon; this axis creates a North Pole, a Pole Star,
and other points of interest. Symbols combine with symbols to
give symbols of “second degree” as it were—and so on, theoreti-
cally ad infinitum. But any symbol, the significance of which is
not justified, on the grounds of holistic logic, by the concrete
data it synthetizes, must be discarded as irrelevant.

This irrelevant quality has nothing to do with statistics and
tabulations of cases which “prove or disprove” the significance
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of the symbol. It stands on a logical basis—even if it is not the
logic of intellectual and mathematical analysis, The truly in-
tuitive person will recognize the absoluteness of this logic on
internal evidence. But few are the men who, at present, pos-
sess such a perfectly developed faculty: the faculty of holistic
perception, the power to identify themselves with the wholeness
of the wholes, and to release the significance of these wholes in
terms of true and compelling symbols, Great creative artists, of
course, have such a faculty, but developed only in a certain
direction. When the creative artist begins to create with life, then
he begins to live in a world of mever-ceasing and ubiquitous
significance, for he becomes, as it were, “geared to the mo-
ment.” Then his utterances become rooted in universal signifi-
cance, the very images of the moment. They become pregnant
with the power of life itself. Such Creative Artists were Buddha,
Lao-Tze, Jesus,
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