Goodfellas by James Lewis

· The film I’m going to analyse will be Goodfellas by Martin Scorsese 

1. The film opens with a car driving down a dark road at night. The mise en scene of this this shot gives the viewer a feeling that no one is around. 

· The next shot is an inside look of the car with the 3 main characters of the film. This scene is very mundane and almost relatable for the viewer as its just 3 guys in a car with 2 dosing off. This then tricks you into thinking this doesn’t even seem like a gangster movie. In the rear widescreen you can see cars in the distance. This detail could trick the viewer into thinking someone is following them. Or that this is danger to come. A noise startles the guys thinking they may have hit something which leads them to pull over.

2. Once the 3 guys get out of the car there is a tracking shot towards the boot of the car. I think this shot works really well as it puts you in the gangster’s shoes and shows it from their perspective immersing the viewer. Also, the red coming off the taillights which seems to coat everything it touches in the light could be seen as danger or a hellish underworld which they are about to stare into.

3. Once the camera has tracked into the car it then in a separate shot tracks towards James Conway and Tommy DeVito as Tommy reaches for his knife. Now any relatability at the start of the film has completely vanished in the 3 main characters. 

After stabbing the man in the boot of the car any relatability has gone however, this instead makes us intrigued. When the camera switches back to Henry his whole body is lit up from the taillight and looks like he’s staring straight into hell itself. After closing the boot, he then almost seems to invite us to join him on his journey with one of the best opening lines to a film ever along with our first freeze frame of the film. Also, with the song rags to riches by Tony Bennett it really enforces the American dream. 
(Play clip)


4. [bookmark: _GoBack]After this the film begins with text being synchronised to the sound of passing traffic. This I think is important because the title sequence has a fast-paced tone which the movie follows.  The titles were made by Saul and Eline Bass who have made may titles for other big films before.

5. Once the text has finished, we have an extreme close up of young Henry Hills face. This shot was directly taken from Alfred Hitchcock’s Psycho. As Scorsese has said how much of an influence Hitchcock has been for him. 

· The voice over in this shot also is ironic as henry says ‘being a gangster was better than being president on the united states. This not only tells the viewer his goals but also sets up how he’s going to achieve them.
6. Following the close up on Henrys face the camera also then gives us a near 360 view of the street in front of his apartment. From this shot we can see Henry’s apartment along with the street and cab stamp. From this shot the mise en scene shows the viewer Henrys family aren’t the wealthiest. With the dark streets and broken road surfaces. Looking at this shot it additionally seems that the brightest light on in the street is the cab stamp so that’s why Henry is drawn to it and why he looks up to it.

· The was the gangsters are also portrayed in this shot is different to other films too with them normally living in big houses here they are sat outside a small building talking to each other. The voice over in this shot also makes it almost like a documentary with henry talking about why he wanted to join them. And gives the film a more realistic feel.


7. The next shot is the camera pointing up towards Henry in his window. The blinds give the sense of a jail cell with the bars going across him and caging him into a normal lifestyle which he doesn’t want.

· After this the camera then pans around and shows him looking down from his mundane life into a life of excitement and money which he clearly desires. 


8.  The next shots are close ups showing the gangsters cars and what they wear. I think Scorsese uses closes up show things which the gangsters have which would be different from thing other men living in that area would own. The shoes, rings, suits, cars and hair styles all show an element of upper class which when they’re in the area they are would contradict the elements of a normal life. And would draw henry too them further. 

9. The end of the scene there are two shots the first one is a POV of what Henry would see if we were him. This shot is great because I think it shows Henry of what his life could be like if he was to become a Gangster and how there was comradery between the members. With how all the guys are sat or stood they all look relaxed like they’re enjoying their selves with a warm yellow light in the building behind them. 

· Lastly, the shot of Pauly at the end of the scene has great presence. The camera drops down to his eye level which lets the audience see him face to face. The fact that the camera just frames Pauly in the scene too shows that even though he is a gangster he’s above the people who work from him and shows he has more power than them. I also think Henry looks up to Pauly as a father figure as the camera no longer looks down on him but on the same level.


Overall: I think this is a great film and has one of the best opening to any film ever. The music, lighting camera work and characters all set the world up perfectly and really draws the viewer into the story. I also really like this story as compared to other gangster films like the “Godfather’ it doesn’t show the mobsters who are at the top in the big houses but instead has a much more realistic tone showing the blue-collar gangsters and what they do to earn money. I also think the characters are great cause even though their ruthless killers they’re still likeable.

Links : 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6t5awMTGqog (Opening).
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_vUUdRsDgVA (as far back as I can remember). 
