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Introduction
Evidence-based policing is a strategic approach that relies on factual evidence to guide decision making and enhance law enforcement practices. When applied to real-world scenarios, effective problem-solving techniques can help police enforcement address complex issues and enhance public safety. By analysing several types of data and identifying underlying causes of problems, police officers can develop targeted interventions that address causes and prevent future incidents. For example, in a scenario where a community is experiencing a rise in property crime like burglary, evidence-based policing techniques can be used to analyse crime data, identify hotspots, and carry out patrols or community engagement strategies to deter the criminal activity made. By using evidence to inform decision-making, law enforcement agencies can ensure that their resources are effectively deployed and that interventions are tailored to address specific community needs.  (Braga and others, 2019a). Many law enforcement agencies are evolving to become more data-driven and proactive. This approach not only improves the efficiency and effectiveness of policing efforts but also builds trust and a relationship between the police enforcement and the community which is incredibly important.
Main discussion
Burglary is a serious crime that can have devastating effects on many individuals and communities. In order to effectively solve issues like this, law enforcement agencies must utilise evidence-based policing strategies and effective problem-solving techniques. Evidence-based policing is an approach that emphasises the use of research and data to inform decision-making and guide law enforcement practices correctly. 
Effective problem-solving techniques such as the SARA model which stands for Scanning, Analysis, Response and Assessment, can be used to apply to real world scenarios that occur on a day-to-day basis. The SARA model came out in 1987 and is currently still extremely popular in use by law enforcement. (Steve Burton, Mandy McGregor, 2018). This technique is used in policing to improve outcomes and increase the safety of communities. The SARA model is extremely helpful in all real-world scenarios like burglary. 
When the SARA model is used by police enforcement, the first step is to gather data and information about the incident occurred. This may involve conducting surveys, analysing crime reports, and talking to community members to understand the nature of the home break-ins. Then, officers would need to analyse any data collected to identify any patterns, trends, and potential root causes of the problem. This may involve looking around the neighbourhood, times, speaking to neighbours, checking for any CCTV and methods used in the break-in. Officers should always identify the consequences of for the problem for the community and identify conditions that rise to the problem.
Based on the analysis, the police can develop targeted responses to address the issue of burglary. This can include increasing patrols in high-risk areas, implementing crime prevention measures and engaging with the community to raise awareness and prevent this crime from happening again. After implementing the response strategies, assessments come into work. It is important to assess their effectiveness. Police force can track the number of burglaries, gather feedback from those who live in or within the community and adapt their tactics as needed based on the outcomes. After a burglary crime has been committed, police forces should carry out planned activities like warning neighbours immediately of their high risk and suggest methods to keep the individual and their home safe, this includes locking windows, front doors and back doors and engaging their alarm systems regularly. Police forces should conduct ongoing assessments to ensure effectiveness is continued.
By applying effective problem-solving techniques within the framework of evidence-based policing, law enforcement agencies can address specific issues like burglary in a systematic and data-driven manner. This approach not only helps in reducing crimes but also fosters trust and collaboration between law enforcement and the community which is important as having a relationship between police and the community can prevent crime and any anti- social behaviour and builds trust and confidence. (Richard Brown, 2023 p2)
One of the most famous burglary cases in the UK where evidence-based policing was used is the Hatton Garden heist. This crime took place back in 2015 where a group of elderly thieves broke into the Hatton Garden Safe Deposit Company, which is in London and stole over £14 million worth of cash, jewellery and other big valuable items (Jon Roger’s, Caroline Peacock, 2023).
Following the heist, the Metropolitan Police launched a thorough investigation to locate the suspects and recover all the valuable goods that were stolen. Evidence-based policing played a crucial role in the investigation as detectives analysed all the evidence that was left at the scene of the crime which included CCTV footage, DNA samples and forensic evidence to identify the individuals that were associated with the crime. The successful resolution of this heist case illustrates the power of evidence-based policing in solving such big and complex crime investigations. By data analysis and forensic techniques, the police were able to gather all the evidence to identify and charge the suspects of the burglary. This case serves as evidence to the effectiveness of evidence-based policing.
Police should conduct and apply good research to target resources on predictable concentrations of harm from crime (Lawrence W. Sherman, 2013 p7). Once high priory targets are chosen, police should review methods to help choose what works best to reduce harm and carry out the crime investigation effectively and safely. Once police enforcement use research to target their practises, they should generate and use internal evidence to track the effectiveness of these practices which includes public perceptions of police legitimacy.
Effective problem-solving techniques in addressing burglary, grounded in evidence-based policing principles require adherence to a code of ethics to ensure the integrity and fairness of law enforcement practices (College Policing, 2023 p2). The Code of Ethics is supported by the Code of Practice for Ethical Policing. This is a statutory Code of Practice which provides police officers with directions on promoting and supporting ethical and professional behaviour within forces. By incorporating ethical considerations into the decision-making process, law enforcement agencies can uphold public trust and effectively battle burglary while respecting the rights and dignity of all individuals involved at the scene. The ethical policing principles are a series of guiding statements that should be used to help people in policing do the right things in the right way, for the right reasons (College of Policing 2024, p1).
One key ethical consideration in evidence-based policing is the protection of individual privacy and freedom in the collection and analysis of data related to burglary. Law enforcement agencies must make sure that they comply with legal and ethical standards when gathering information on crime patterns, offender profiles and risk factors for victims. By respecting the rights of individuals and safeguarding the confidentiality of sensitive data, agencies can maintain public trust and credibility in their efforts to address different types of crimes such as burglary (Lawrence W. Sherman, Denise C. Gottfredson, Doris L. MacKenzie, and John E. Eck, 1998 p2)
Furthermore, the code of ethics guides law enforcement agencies in their engagement with community members in the development of problem-solving programs to address burglary. By fostering open communication, collaboration and mutual respect with residents and businesses, agencies can leverage community resources and expertise to effectively identify and address the underlying causes of different types of crimes like burglary. 
Conclusion
In conclusion, the principles of evidence-based policing provide a solid foundation for the application of effective problem-solving techniques in addressing burglary. By utilising data, research and evaluation, law enforcement agencies can identify underlying causes of many crimes like burglary, develop targeted interventions and assess the impact of their strategies. Through evidence-based practices, such as hot spot policing and situational crime prevention, agencies can effectively address burglary by focusing resources where they are most needed and implementing interventions that have been proven to be helpful and successful. By integrating evidence-based policing principles with effective problem-solving techniques, law enforcement can enhance their ability to prevent and reduce burglary, eventually improving community safety and trust within the police department. Securing public trust also means working within the limits of the law and being accountable for police force actions.
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