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Apart from a two-day session last year on ‘The Pardoner’s Tale’, this is my first in depth study of Chaucer – it’s been totally overwhelming to be honest.
What has been the most interesting is the background to his writing, that’s the complex and fracturing 14th Century society. My knowledge of the uprising of 1381 and effects of the Black Death are fairly good, but, the earlier famines and their consequences I hadn’t even considered. 
The fact that a wooden weapon, the longbow, was such a superior piece of modern technology, it impacted on the structure of society, is phenomenal!  Arabic numerals allowing mathematics to develop so figures could be divided and multiplied, leading to the development of gothic architecture and hence new imagery. This being part of a new visual literacy enabling a new communication tool to evolve. 
The change in the oral language was particularly interesting with its relation to the movement of paid labourers moving around the country following the dramatic decrease in population. I was aware Chaucer was one of the earliest authors to write in English, but not what an important decision that was and how much the language was changing.
I’m unsure how to start working on a suitable essay title, at the moment I want to lock myself in a library and read everything I can about 14th century social history. Any advice gratefully received.





