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Imagined Design Space, Curation Assignment: 
[bookmark: _Int_uiDM8esG]For this ’Curation Assignment’ I plan to use the Marvel Avengers 'S.T.A.T.I.O.N’ attraction at Treasure Island, Las Vegas - affectionately known as ’the Marvel Museum.’ Focusing on the links between comic book art and wars throughout history can help generations come together, share their own experiences, and connect with one another. This venue is an interesting and acceptable choice as it has interactive exhibits as well as educational ones for all ages. 
Oxford Dictionaries define war as ‘a state of armed conflict between different countries or different groups within a country.’ (Oxford Dictionaries, unknown). There is also the legal definition of war which is to be ‘a contention by force; or the art of paralysing the forces of the enemy either in public or in private.’ (Upcounsel, 2023).
Marvel Comics has a long, complex history of depicting war in its various publications. From the earliest days of Marvel to the present, many of its iconic characters and teams have been involved in conflicts both real and fictional, both on Earth and in outer space. This exhibition will explore the links between Marvel and war, showing our central theme, and examining the ways in which the comic book medium has been used to explore themes of violence, conflict, and the consequences of war. 
X-Men: Days of Future Past 
[image: ]
*Fig1 - The Uncanny X-Men: Days of Future Past, Chris Claremont, and John Byrne, 1981.
Days of Future Past, from the Marvel series, is an epic interpretation on the dilemmas of persecution and the everlasting results of the many crimes against humanity like the Holocaust.
The Uncanny X-Men: Days of Future Past story first appeared in a two-issue comic book arc. The comic book storyline shows the dystopian future caused by the assassination of a senator, Robert Kelly, who had vowed to outlaw all mutants. The events leading up to his murder are rooted in the anti-mutant attitude that began during the Second World War that Kelly publicly agreed with on a national level. Doctor Bolivar Trask originally created and designed the Sentinels which were giant robots programmed to hunt down and destroy mutants. A character that plays a key role in this storyline is the Holocaust survivor, Erik Lehnsherr also known as Magneto. His encounters in the concentration camps shaped his belief system and brought him to the front lines to oppose the human oppression against the mutant race. 
[bookmark: _Int_jx0KMhlq][bookmark: _Int_p8VGI8LQ]While DoFP and WWII are vastly different events, both are characterised by a sense of certain doom as the fate of the world is at risk. In the comics, the X-Men must travel back in time to stop an awful event that would lead to the downfall of their race. World War II was fought to stop the spread of fascism which threatened to engulf the entire world. The two issues provide a sense of moral ambiguity, as the heroes of the X-Men must make the difficult choice of whether to kill a key figure in order to save their future and their own goals. During the War tactics were used that would later be considered questionable, such as the use of atomic bombs on enemy states. 
In these stories there is the connection of the Marvel’s Sentinels and the Nazi Party of the Second World War both showing a desire for control. Sentinels are created by a government agency to destroy mutants whereas the Nazis wanted to destroy groups of people including Jews, LGBTQ, and people with disabilities - both groups saw their enemies as a threat to humanity and undesirable. (Holocaust Memorial Day Trust, 2023. United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, unknown. Dr Barbara Warnock, 2021.) Both used propaganda against their enemies to justify their actions to the greater public and are willing to use violence to achieve their goals. Finally, both the Sentinels and the Nazis are heavy reminders to the dangers of authoritarianism and the importance of equality worldwide. 
Thanos: The Infinity Gauntlet 
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*Fig 2 - Thanos: The Infinity Gauntlet, Jim Starlin, George Pérez, and Ron Lim, 1991. 
Thanos: The Infinity Gauntlet is a six-issue comic book run from Marvel Comics. The story follows the titular character Thanos, a malevolent being from the planet Titan – hence the nickname ’the Mad Titan’. Throughout the series he tries to gain the six Infinity Gems to accomplish god-like power and rebuild the universe to his vision.
While this comic has no direct links to any specific war although the story does dive into bigger themes throughout such as worldwide annihilation and the consequences, once more, of searching for ultimate power. These concepts are usually studied in the conversation of war, both fictional and from real life. The idea of the Infinity Gems being used as weapons of mass destruction for Thanos’ own personal gains could very well be seen as a metaphor to Putin's use of military force against Ukraine in today's day and age. Also, the misuse of the Gems shows us the potential global destruction that could easily happen in the real world in times of war especially with nuclear weapons at hand. 
Thanos has a personal similarity to that of Adolf Hitler during his rise to power and his attitude to the war as was their desires for control and power whether through the collection of Infinity Stones or through military means. Both tyrants believed their own actions to be justified, either to bring balance to the universe or to create a new world order. (Thanos: The Infinity Gauntlet, Jim Starlin, George Pérez and Ron Lim, 1991). Both thought the ends justified the means, regardless of the cost of lives that would be or were lost. 
Marvel‘s Civil War
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*Fig 3 - Marvel’s Civil War #1, Mark Millar and Steve McNiven, 2006-2007. 
Marvel‘s Civil War series tells the story of a conflict between two factions of superheroes over the issue of official government registration and licensing. One side supported the government and its plans to keep heroes held accountable for their actions whilst doing their duties. This side included the likes of Tony Stark’s Iron Man, Reed Richards of the Fantastic Four and Hank Pym whilst using the alias Yellowjacket. The other side who opposed the idea of registering consisted of Steve Roger’s Captain America, Sam Wilson’s Falcon and Danny Rand’s Daredevil alongside many more street level heroes who considered the role of superhero to be allowed to act independently. 
While both the American Civil War and Marvel’s Civil War were conflicts that divided their respective nations, the root causes of the conflicts were very different. The American Civil War was fought over issues of slavery, states’ rights and the power of federal government, whilst Marvel’s Civil War revolved around the question of whether superheroes should be regulated by the government. Despite these differences, both wars pitted friends against friends and brothers against brothers, as people on both sides of the conflict were forced to choose between loyalty to their country and loyalty to their own ideals. Both conflicts were ended with the reunification of the divided parties, although the cost of this was high in both cases. 
Overall, the comics Civil War whilst fictional, still has relevance in real world issues. Highlighting the balance that is freedom for individuals and the need of security alongside the ethical questions around those in places of power. 
Avengers vs X-Men  
[image: ]
*Fig4 – Avengers vs X-Men #1, Brain Michael Bendis, Ed Brubaker, Jason Aaron, Matt Fraction, Jonathan Hickman, John Romita Jr, Olivier Coipel and Adam Kubert, 2012.
Avengers vs X-Men is a crossover event revolving the two famous Marvel teams disputing the return of the ’Phoenix Force’ which is a cosmic force known for possessing and increasing the hosts powers. 
Avengers vs X-Men shares a primary connection to the Cold War in its ideological differences between both sides. In the Cold War duration, the United States of America and the Soviet Union represented two opposing ideals - capitalism and communism. Comparing that to the Marvel series, the two sides represent opposite point of views on how to deal with the Phoenix Force. Eventually leading to a battle for the ages and the history books. 
In the comics, both teams want to control the Force as it is such an unbelievable power to wield on top of their own superpowers already. Throughout the Cold War, the US and the Soviets were both superpowers and the period of conflict was due to the constant grapple for superiority over the other. 
Viewing *Fig4 we see the intense conflict between the two major parties from Marvel, the Avengers being led by Captain America and the X-Men by Cyclops. Both events mentioned explore the worries and pains of such strong opposing perspectives that, in turn, leads to an outcome that leaves people in uncertainty and constant tension.   

On a final note, the association between Marvel Comics and the theme of war are compounded and various. From Captain America’s patriotic efforts in the Second World War to the X-Men's constant battles against discrimination as the African American community did during segregation. Marvel has consistently hit the mark when going through the theme of war along with its dreaded consequences within their stories. It will be interesting to see where they take these characters next. 
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