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1. Identify whether Banjo Enclosures were built for animal husbandry or a different purpose
2. Ascertain whether there is enough environmental data to support or rule out this theory
3. Refine the definition of Banjo Enclosures
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The dissertation will be an investigation of the nature and purpose of so-called Banjo Enclosures. Banjo Enclosures are an archaeological feature dating to the Middle Iron Age, usually characterised by small circular enclosures, with a long entranceway delimited by ditches, creating a distinctive shape similar to the eponymous banjo. One of the aims of the dissertation is to refine the definition of Banjo Enclosures, as the term is currently being used relatively widely and non-specifically. These features were initially believed to be largely be confined to Wessex, in modern day Hampshire, Dorset and Wiltshire. However Banjo enclosures have now been identified in a much larger geographical area, including Wales, Kent, Oxfordshire and Lincolnshire. To manage the scope of the dissertation it will primarily focus on examples found in Hampshire, though this scope may expand depending on the accessible resources. 

The dissertation will consider environmental data collected at Banjo Enclosures and nearby archaeological sites to identify if there is any common features which may help explain the purpose of these enclosures. 

The dissertation will be a meta-analysis of existing evidence and literature, aiming to combine environmental data and the geographical locations of known banjo enclosures to shed light on this topic. 

There is currently two mainstream theories on their purpose. When Banjo enclosures were first discussed in the archaeological literature it was almost universally assumed that they must related to animal husbandry, and this is still the interpretation recorded for many sites today. However as the majority of Banjo enclosures have been recorded from arial photography as opposed to excavation, new evidence has been entering the discussion as more of these sites have been physically excavated. Specifically there is evidence of domestic occupation within the area of the enclosures, which has thrown into question the animal husbandry interpretation. Depending on the evidence found during the research stage of this dissertation, it will either make the case for the animal husbandry interpretation or against it.

The first stage of this process will be to identify all relevant sites currently interpreted as Banjo Enclosures, based on the data recorded in the HER. The second step will then be to clean this data, ensuring that the recorded interpretation matches a shared definition of a Banjo Enclosure. The records related to those sites which have definitively been identified as Banjo Enclosures will then form the database on which the analysis of the core question of the dissertation will be based.
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