With reference to census data, suggest possible reasons for the decline in the number of people identifying themselves as ‘Christian’ and the increasing visibility of ‘alternative’ religions and spiritualities.

In this essay I will examine why there is a decline in the number of people identifying as Christian between 2001 and 2011 census data in Wales, England, Scotland and Northern Ireland and cross examine that with census data as to why there is an increase in 'alternative' religions. Some of the reasons for this I would like to examine in more detail is the likelihood that there has been a large increase in people choosing no religion on census data. The rise of atheism is also a given reason as to why the number of people that identify themselves as Christian across the UK has decreased.

According to Linda Woodhead the number of people in the UK according to her and the British Social Attitudes survey over half the population of the UK excluding Northern Ireland identified themselves as being of 'no religion' in 2015
. With 'No religion' Increasing by two-thirds over the last thirty years since the year 1983
. But the censuses that have started asking the question of religion since 2001 have reported that a third of the people in England and Wales during the census reported to have selected 'no religion' and 44% of people in Scotland had chosen 'no religion' on their survey according to Linda Woodhead
. Which has increased from 15 percent to 25 percent during the ten years between the 2001 census and 2011 census
. And I believe because of this; the rise of people choosing no religious affiliation is why people in the UK are starting to no longer identify themselves as Christian. Woodhead, also believes that the people who choose no religious affiliation are more likely to be younger have children and pass on their beliefs of having no religious affiliation in the family. Whereas the Christians are of the generation which are older and are less likely to have children and pass on their religious upbringing onto their children and it is because of this I believe that Christianity has been on the decline in the UK
. Twenty-two percent of Christians were aged 65 and over in the 2011 census
. This would be one of the reasons why Christianity is on the decline in the UK. According to Steve Kettell he says that a recent poll by Joseph Rowntree says that many people within the UK believe that faith is irrational, intolerant and divisive hence why people choose not to be religious in the UK and is also a reason for the decline in Christianity within the UK
. With Church membership at one third of its levels in the 1930's for the Church of England one of the reasons offered by Steve Kettell for the decline in Christianity is because of mass migration to the UK and the rise of Islam within the west which is the cause for the decline in church membership which has caused cultural erosion
. The number of people identifying as Muslim increasing from 3% to 4.8%  over the course of 2001 to 2011 according to census data for Wales and England
. The ex-Archbishop of Canterbury believes that it is due to 'militant-Atheism' which attempts to rubbish faith at all costs which is a challenge facing Christianity which has given rise to the fall in Church membership of the Church of England in the UK and of course the census data
. And according to Christian think tank Theo believes that Christians need to seek an overall aim of making god back in the public domain and to demonstrate that religion is important to the communities that it wishes to serve
. Williams 2005 as cited by Steve Kettell that society is in danger of becoming illiberal the decline of Christianity in the UK is due to the lack thereof, of collusion with the power structure of the UK which has resulted in the UK becoming a secular country which has resulted in the decline of Christianity in the UK because Christianity is on the side of the poor and virtuous rather than the morally bankrupt within our institutions
. According to Smith 2014, evangelical Christianity is on the increase whereas nominalism Christianity is on the decrease
. With those that identify themselves as Catholic or predominately liberal has seen more than a 15% decrease between 2008 and 2013 whereas those that identified as New Frontiers and the Fellowship of Independent Evangelical Churches saw more than a 15% increase in congregations
. Another reason expressed by Smith 2014 is that the increase of people identifying as belonging to new religious movements has increased which is also why the the number of people identifying as 'Jedi' due to online campaigning increased to 370,000 people.
 Which is only a small percentage of the population but shows the cultural change that society has undergone with the rise of the internet campaigner but it shows the 'unseriousness' of the census data if 370,000 people identify as a religion which to many is considered a 'mock-religion' so Smith 2014 questions the validity of the census data and that there could be many reasons why many Christians decided not to identify as Christian during the census between 2001 and 2011 which the census data does not reveal
. Another given reason for the decline of Christianity in the UK according to Michael Roberts is the rise of Darwinism as theory since 1859 when Charles Darwin co-authored the origins of species and according to Roberts; Evolution and Creationism lived in perfect harmony for the first two-thirds of the 20th century. It was not until evangelicalism was on the rise that this perfect harmony was broken with evangelical Christians believing that the theory of Evolution to which it has become to be known in contrast to creation had no place in the class room unlike Creationism. Because of the theory of Evolution the decline of Christianity has happened in many places in the world including the UK where the number of people identifying as Christian has fallen due to more plausible scientific explanations that disprove the Bible's creation event
.

Another reason for the decline of Christianity is the apparent growth of 'alternative' religions with members being born to families that identify themselves as being a part of a new religious movement with up three generations worth of people in the family that belong to a New Religious movement according to Eileen Barker
. Also New religious movements according to Barker, 'alternative' religious movements include people from all ages, occupations, ethnics groups, classes and more importantly from all types of old religious movements which means they are taking from all types of religious movements which is why they are appearing more apparent in society.
  According to Eileen Barker the rise of 'alternative' spiritualities is because of the increased universal education and breakup of traditional values and authority structures which means that the overall dissatisfaction of the values of their parents people have started to second-look their belief systems.
 which is why alternative spiritualities are thriving and the beliefs of people's parents are being contested that would have otherwise have been passed down to the children which has created a demand for alternative spiritualities and the pick and choose culture of belief systems for the youth. Another idea that she believes to be true is that modern society has become a pluralist society and different belief systems can merge and diverge and people can pick and choose what beliefs they want with the rise of the internet as well,
 with few people having to go down the library to find out about other people's belief systems and mere click of a button people can pick and choose what beliefs they want to follow. Also according to Eileen Barker, New Religious Movements are more adaptable to the times because they are only a recent phenomena in modern history and the attention towards New religious movements varies and has varied over the decades with the media in recent decades has become more accepting of 'alternative' religious movements
. Which has also meant that 'alternative' spiritualities has increased in the UK with the decline of people identifying as Christian and more people identifying themselves belonging to a new religious sect which is at 0.4% of people in the UK saying that they are spiritualists or pagan or mixed religion which is a huge growth between 2001 and 2011
. One could also postulate that the 7% in the 2011 census might have no religious affiliation or they belonged to a new religious movement but preferred not to say but this is all pure speculation but it could explain why they didn't want people or the government to know what religious affiliation they belonged to. Because they prefer to keep it a secret because of the anti-cult movement which might mean that people belonging to a new religious movement like Scientology might be higher than one would expect. But this is pure speculation as to why 7% preferred not to say what religious affiliation they belong to on the 2011 census. Also according to Eileen Barker the rise of 'alternative' religious ideas is in response to capitalism which many believe is not good for the Earth which is why many in response to consumerism have chosen new ways of being a part of a new religious movement or belief system.
 

According to Voas and Crockett many in the UK are now believing without belonging so much of the data from the church of England and Wales about declining numbers on church attendance is grossly exaggerating the decline of Christianity because many now are choosing not to go to Church instead are choosing to either worship at home or practice the faith in their own way.
. They also argue that many believe in 'alternative' spiritualities such as the increase in the belief in the supernatural while at the same time people are more likely to say that they are not religious which might seem like a oxymoron but  people are beginning to think this way according to Voas and Crockett.
 They also believe that the rise of 'alternative' spiritualities such as supernaturalism are gradually replacing faith here in the UK as society becomes more secular as more non-standard beliefs become more prominent in society seeing as society is becoming more pluralist and the pick and mix culture of beliefs is increasing which is not covered by census data because the belief in the supernatural does not belong to one religious identity alone.
 This is an example of how 'alternative' spiritualities are becoming visible without effecting census data.

So I come to the conclusion that many scholars believe that Christianity is on the decline due to multiple factors which have been discussed even though census data reports that Christianity and the people that identify themselves as Christian is on the decline from 2001 to 2011 census data. With the rise of Islam in the UK through multiculturalism and more people choosing not to identify as any religious belief are the main reasons for the decline of Christianity in the UK. From my research, even though Paganism is on the rise in the states and is believed to be the fastest growing religion there, I have found that 'alternative' spiritualities are not increasing that significantly enough in the UK to believe that is the reason for the decline of Christianity. However society is becoming more pluralist with more people picking and choosing what beliefs they have from multiple sources and it is for this reason my research has shown that Christianity is on the decline in the UK but I don't believe that 'alternative' religions are becoming more visible from the evidence except for beliefs like supernaturalism which according to Voas and Crockett are increasing which cannot be measured by religious identity and it is beliefs such as these which are increasing.
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