Archival Exercise – 1000 words – 3rd December

The Peasants Revolt 1381
For this assignment, I used archival research to find out about the Peasants Revolt of 1381. The archives I used for this research were The British Library, the National Archives and the Leeds Online Library Archive and lastly the British Museum.
The first archive I looked at was the British Library online archive where I found the Jean Froissart Chroniques which depicted the death of the Peasants Revolt’s leader Wat Tyler. This manuscript was created in the 15th century depicting the Revolt, held in the British Library and can be found in 
The British Library - Jean Froissart, Chroniques, vol. 2
London
The British Library
Royal MS 18 E I
The second archive I looked at was the National Archives online archive where I found multiple different archival sources including transcripts and pardon letters.
The first one I found was a letters patent for pardons for those involved in the Peasants Revolt. It is dated to around 1381-1398, it is currently held in the National Archives in Kew. This is a great resource to help fill in some information about those involved in the revolt and those who were pardoned and why. This can be found in 
National Archives - Online resources
London
The National Archive
C 67 (Chancery Miscellanea), C67/29

The second resource I found on the National Archive was a transcript from a man called Richard Beumond where he requested a remedy after an incident that occurred to his land around the time of the Peasants Revolt which is believed to be connected. This is a great resource for finding out about specific events in the revolt. The petition is from around 1381 referring to the date 14th June 1381 which correlates to the date of the Peasants Revolt. It is currently held in The National Archive in Kew and can be found in
The National Archive - Transcript
London
The National Archive
SC 8, SC 8/94/4695: PRO 31/8/108
The third archive I found using the National Archive is a manuscript that is described as an inquiry into the Peasants Revolt 1381. This document is useful to find out information about those who were arrested during the Peasants Revolt and also the types of crimes that were committed during the revolt. This is currently held in The National Archive in Kew and can be found in 
The National Archive – Online resources
London
The National Archive
JUST 1/400
The fourth archive I found using the National Archive is a record of an event that occurred during the Peasants Revolt 1381, it talks about Archbishops Simon’s death and his head being on display by St Gregory’s Church. This would absolutely be useful for those looking into the events of the revolt. This is currently held in the Cambridge University Library and can be found in
Cambridge University Library
Cambridge 
Cambridge University 
NCUACS 97.2.01/E.5-E.11
The fifth archive I found using the National Archive was an enquiry commission from Kent, this document detailed information about everybody that went against the king between Trinity and Corpus Christi and their indictment information. This again would be useful for those looking into the actual events and consequences of the Peasants Revolt. This is currently held in The National Archives in Kew and can be found in 
The National Archive – Online resources
London
The National Archive
KB 9/43

The sixth archive I found using The National Archive was a parliamentary petition dated just after the Peasants Revolt, which claims that the Abbot Thomas De la Mare was forced under duress to make people charters of their “own devising”, asking for a parliamentary measure to make them null and void. This would be useful to those looking at the consequences of the Peasants Revolt and the legal issues surrounding the events of the Revolt. This is currently held in The National Archives in Kew and can be found in 
The National Archive – Online resources
London
The National Archive
SC 8/20/955
The seventh archive I found using The National Archive was a petition made by the Priory of Harmondsworth more specifically Robert Beauchamp claiming they needed new copies of charters and also needed some relief from his rent due to an attack during the Peasants Revolt that left him in poverty. This is useful to those researching the events and legal consequences of the Peasants Revolt. This is currently held in The National Archives in Kew and can be found in 
The National Archive – Online resources
London
The National Archive
SC 8/116/5755
The third archive I used was the Leeds Library Archive online, here I found a manuscript called the Anonimalle Chronicle, which was dated at around 1350-1400, it was created in St Mary’s Abby in York this is held in the Leeds Library Archive and is written in Old French. The manuscript has detailed information about the Peasants Revolt 1381 alongside many other events which is a great resource to find out information about the consequences of the Peasants Revolt. You can find this manuscript in 
Leeds Library Online Archive
Leeds
Leeds Library 
BC MS 29

The fourth Archive I used was the British Museum online archive, where I found a print depicting Richard the II confronting the rebels of the revolt and also depicts the death of Wat Tyler at the hands of Walworth, this is dated to around the end of the 1700s early 1800s this like the first manuscript I used helps up see how people viewed the Peasants Revolt and the death of Wat Tyler, this is held in the British Library but can be viewed in the British Museum and can be found in
The British Museum Online Archive 
London 
The British Museum 
1868,0822.2809

Overall Archives have been very useful for finding out more information about the Peasants Revolt in 1381 it has helped me develop my own understanding of the revolt however it has been hard to find archives from this period that are not already popularised documents, it would be helpful if more manuscripts were more widely available to allow for more in-depth research. 
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