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Reflective Report; 
Introduction:
This reflective report aims to examine how the learning in the module "Academic Skills " has helped me develop three essential academic skills: academic writing skills, research skills, and referencing skills. Using Gibbs' Reflective Cycle (1988), I will reflect on my experiences and growth in these areas, providing evidence from class activities and assignments.

Description
During this module, I engaged in various tasks designed to enhance my academic skills. These tasks included writing a business plan, conducting market research, and citing sources accurately. The emphasis on practical application of these skills was instrumental in my learning process.

Feelings
Initially, I felt overwhelmed by the expectations of producing a comprehensive business plan and conducting in-depth market research. The requirement to cite sources accurately also seemed daunting, given my previous limited exposure to proper referencing styles. However, as I progressed through the module and applied the tools and methods discussed in class, I began to feel more confident in my abilities.

Evaluation
Academic Writing Skills:
One of the significant activities that enhanced my academic writing skills was the assignment to prepare a detailed business plan. This task required clear, structured, and coherent writing to convey complex business concepts effectively. I learned to organize my thoughts logically, ensuring each section of the business plan flowed seamlessly into the next. Peer reviews and feedback from the lecturer further honed my ability to articulate ideas concisely and persuasively.

Research Skills:
Conducting market research for the business plan was crucial in developing my research skills. I had to gather data on consumer behavior, market size, and growth trends in the green cleaning products industry. This involved using various academic databases, industry reports, and market analysis tools discussed in class. The process of identifying credible sources, extracting relevant information, and synthesizing data into actionable insights significantly improved my ability to conduct thorough and accurate research.

Referencing Skills:
Accurate referencing was emphasized throughout the module. I learned the importance of citing sources to avoid plagiarism and give credit to original authors. The assignments required using APA style, which I initially found challenging. However, with the help of online referencing tools and class workshops, I became proficient in creating accurate citations and reference lists. This skill is vital for academic integrity and enhancing the credibility of my work.

Analysis
Academic Writing Skills:
The structured approach to writing a business plan taught me the importance of planning and outlining before writing. I realized that good academic writing is not just about grammar and vocabulary but also about presenting information logically and persuasively. The feedback sessions were particularly valuable, as they highlighted areas for improvement and provided practical tips for better writing.

Research Skills:
The hands-on experience with market research tools and databases was instrumental in developing my research skills. I learned to differentiate between credible and non-credible sources and how to triangulate data to ensure reliability. The process of synthesizing information from multiple sources into a coherent narrative was challenging but ultimately rewarding, as it enhanced my critical thinking and analytical abilities.

Referencing Skills:
The focus on proper referencing taught me the importance of academic honesty and the role of citations in supporting arguments. Learning APA style required attention to detail and consistency, which are crucial skills for academic writing. The practice of using referencing tools helped me streamline the process, making it less daunting and more manageable.

Conclusion
The learning experiences in this module have significantly enhanced my academic skills. The structured approach to writing assignments, coupled with the practical application of research and referencing skills, has equipped me with the tools needed for successful academic work. The initial challenges I faced were overcome through practice, feedback, and a deeper understanding of the importance of these skills in academic and professional contexts.

Action Plan
To continue developing these skills, I plan to:

Academic Writing Skills:

Engage in additional writing workshops and seek constructive feedback on my work.
Practice writing in different academic genres to broaden my writing capabilities.
Research Skills:

Stay updated with new research tools and databases.
Practice critical evaluation of sources and data synthesis regularly.
Referencing Skills:

Use referencing tools consistently to maintain accuracy.
Familiarize myself with different referencing styles to adapt to various academic requirements.
Evidence from Class Activities
Academic Writing Skills:

Business Plan Assignment: This required writing a detailed and structured document, demonstrating clear organization and coherence.
Peer Reviews: These sessions provided feedback on writing style, clarity, and logical flow, which were instrumental in improving my writing.
Research Skills:

Market Research Task: Conducting comprehensive research on the green cleaning products industry required using academic databases and industry reports.
Class Workshops: Sessions on using research tools and identifying credible sources helped refine my research skills.
Referencing Skills:

Referencing Workshops: These sessions focused on the importance of accurate citations and how to use APA style effectively.
Assignments: Every assignment required a reference list, providing practice in creating accurate citations and avoiding plagiarism.
Gibbs' Reflective Cycle (1988):

Gibbs' Reflective Cycle is an effective model for structured reflection, consisting of six stages: Description, Feelings, Evaluation, Analysis, Conclusion, and Action Plan. This framework allowed me to reflect comprehensively on my experiences and identify areas for improvement.

References
Gibbs, G. (1988). Learning by Doing: A Guide to Teaching and Learning Methods. Oxford Polytechnic: Oxford.

This reflective report, structured around Gibbs' Reflective Cycle, has highlighted the significant improvement in my academic writing, research, and referencing skills through the module's activities and assignments. The insights gained from this reflection will guide my continued development in these areas.

