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Reflective portfolio
Introduction
This assignment will be discussing three different pedagogical principles that are highlighted by Professor Grayham Donaldson and critically analyzing the relation each one has with educational practices, secure understanding, strengths and development for the three principles. I will be exploring lesson ideas following the guidance of the pedagogical principles and demonstrating how I would teach while incorporating these.  
I will be able to demonstrate, using the pedagogical principles, professional experience and wider academic research how I reflect on my understanding of the foundation phase philosophy, the new curriculum and the role of a professional teacher as a reflective practitioner. The foundation phase in Wales is focused on children aged between three to seven years old. The philosophy of the foundation phase is to inspire children to become inventive with their imagination and creativity to support their learning. Children will be able to learn through play and will be given many opportunities to explore the learning environments surrounding them. They will be supported to become open-minded and will be encouraged to collaborate ideas collectively. (The Welsh Government no date). According to the University of Cambridge (2023) reflective practice in teaching is important as it means a teacher can reflect on their real-life experience and understand what the strengths were and what were the areas of development. This provides a professional teacher room for development and reflection, not only themselves, but importantly the learners. Eastern Washington University (2023) appears to agree as they state that reflective practice allows a teacher to learn from previous experiences, understand and process the reflection and provide the ability to apply the new insight to future practices. Smith (2022) states that the importance of this for a teacher is vital for their professional development. Smith continues to state that reflective practice will improve lesson planning, provide new experiences by trialing new ideas and allows teachers to become collaborative and share ideas.
The pedagogical principles were designed in the new curriculum framework written by Donaldson (2015) to support an effective learning environment, while focusing on learner-centered pedagogy by providing guidance to professional teachers. Professional teachers, with the guidance of the 12 pedagogical principles should be able to support each learner with their development by building substantial relationships and by being receptive and influential. The three pedagogical principles in discussion will firstly be, 
“Good teaching and learning means employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching” (Donaldson, 2015 https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2018-03/successful-futures.pdf)
Secondly, 
“Good teaching and learning sets tasks and select resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest” (Donaldson, 2015 https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2018-03/successful-futures.pdf)
Thirdly, 
“Good teaching and learning ranges within and across Areas of Learning and experience” (Donaldson, 2015 https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2018-03/successful-futures.pdf).
Main Body 
Donaldson believed that implementing good teaching and learning is achieved by using a blend of approaches, such as direct teaching. Donaldson appeared to believe this as one of the pedagogical principles he wrote states that “Good teaching and learning means employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching” (Donaldson, 2015 https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2018-03/successful-futures.pdf).
[bookmark: _Int_K8IlLQa7]Direct teaching is where a teacher will create a specific lesson plan that carries clear instructions and specific materials for a particular outcome (Kurt 2022). Kurt continues to state that a great blended approach to teaching is to provide a child with contextual learning, where real life experiences are provided to enhance a child's understanding in the area of learning. According to Cotič et al. (2020), a theory that David Kolb looked at called the ‘experimental learning cycle’, which shows the importance of providing children with authentic experiences to support their development and learning. Cotič (2020) continue to state that this blended approach to teaching continually focused on the pedagogical principles as it supports children with engagement and provides a stimulating learning environment which has proven to enhance a child's learning and understanding. According to TeachThought (2015), a theorist named John Dewy agreed with the experimental learning cycle theory as they state that he believed for a child’s learning to be meaningful, they should be provided with authentic experiences to enable them to create purposeful links with real-life and learning. 
To provide learners with a blended approach to their learning, I would plan a lesson involving real-life experiences to provide a meaningful link to the curriculum. Focusing on the expressive arts area of learning and experience, my lesson would concentrate on music and musical instruments. Planning for misconceptions, I understand that a challenge would be that not every child has had the opportunity to play a musical instrument. Therefore, I would provide each child with an instrument which would provide a blended learning experience for each individual child. The benefits of providing the learners with musical artifacts would help the learner engage in the lesson better and support the understanding of the lesson to better the learners recall in the future (Institute of Teacher aid Course no date). As a professional teacher I would aim to focus on the description of learning and support the learners to use their imagination to blend and connect their creative skills to progress from progression step 1 to progression step 2. I would support the learners to progress from being able to share their musical tune to being able to use the musical instruments to create and demonstrate their creative tune collaboratively in front of their peers. (The Wesh Government 2022). To strengthen my understanding of teaching using a blend of approaches, I would ensure that I was able to observe a teacher completing a lesson with learners while demonstrating to me what a good one looks like (WAGOLL). This would provide me with a clearer understanding of how blended teaching works in the classroom (Main 2023). 
[bookmark: _Int_QYi3jk4g]The second pedagogical principle I will be exploring is “Good teaching and learning sets tasks and select resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest” (Donaldson, 2015 https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2018-03/successful-futures.pdf). The use of specially selected resources in teaching is vital for both the teachers and learners and supports teachers with their professional development (Singh 2022). Using a range of resources for learners to engage in activities encourages engagement and supports learners to recall learned knowledge (Twinkl no date). According to Trickey (2021), teaching a lesson while building on prior knowledge using a range of sources is key to enhancing and building on the learners understanding of the existing knowledge. It allows the learner to develop a deeper and better understanding which provides better problem-solving skills. Another important factor to consider is the importance of the learner's well-being and choice. According to Loveless (2023) the humanist theory of Carl Rogers shares the idea of the importance of social-emotional well-being in learners. They state that Rogers believed that every child should lead their own learning with a compassionate and trusting more knowledgeable adult to support them. Maslow's Hierarchy of Needs theory appears to support Rogers's humanist theory as it is believed that for a child to succeed successfully and happily, they require a sense of belonging and friendship, if I was not to provide choice and equity throughout a shared experience the child would lack a sense of happiness, belonging and understanding (Holzknecht and Holzknecht 2007). 
[bookmark: _Int_Ywlz5lOJ][bookmark: _Int_RDQR24E5]Furthermore, building on pervious knowledge to provide a better understanding requires a more knowledgeable adult, according to Gray and MacBlain (2015). They state that Lev Semyonovich Vygotsky believed that children reach their best potential when working within the zone of proximal development with a more knowledgeable other. This is where the learning is more challenging for the learner alone but with a knowledge adult can be achieved to reach highest learning potential. It is clear that Rogers and Vygotski shared ideas regarding a knowledgeable adult. This allows me to understand that building on previous knowledge and supporting children with new learning is important to allow them to reach the maximum potential. Another influence on building knowledge is the importance of repetition. This is highlighted by Weibell (2011) who state that the more reputation that takes place during teaching the better the learning with higher chance of recall on the information. 
[bookmark: _Int_KB5Mcs1x]To ensure I set tasks using a range of resources while building on previous knowledge I would firstly provide a new shared experience between all learners. The purpose of providing a new experience is to ensure that as a professional teacher I have not assumed that every child has had the same experiences. I believe it is extremely important to be open-minded when planning real-life experiences for learners and value the importance of providing equity to all learners.  The importance of equity in education is huge and is believed to support both social and emotional development in children (Cascaid 2021). To practice this within the learners' areas of learning, I would focus on the languages, literacy and communications area of learning and experience. The focus of the learning would be for learners to create instructional text. To begin, I would complete a shared reading session with the whole class, the book would be an instructional text book on how to make pancakes. I would then provide a lesson for all learners to participate in, which would be making a pancake, linking to authentic context. Following this activity, I would set up different learning areas and split up the class into appropriate groups. Each group would go and focus on their chosen activity using the range of resources provided, these would include a drawing area to draw their pancakes using crayons, paints, pencils or shredded paper and glue working cross curricular. Another learning area would consist of the learners' using pencils to complete a handwritten set of instructions linking to the activity of making the pancakes. During each session I would consistently use time connectives in my spoken and written language with the children to enable them to become familiar with instructional text, focusing on repetition of the tie connective words to increase learners understanding and recall of the words. As an area of development, I would complete an assessment for learning with my learners to establish what went well and what could be improved with the lesson, this would allow me to develop my reflection skills as a professional teacher. The assessment for learning would be to complete a question-and-answer session with the learners, this would support me with my reflective practice and provide me with a clearer understanding on what learners understood the information and what learners require further support. 
Finally, the last pedagogical principle to discuss is “Good teaching and learning ranges within and across Areas of Learning and experience” (Donaldson, 2015 https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2018-03/successful-futures.pdf). According to Barnes (2015) cross curricular teaching is magnificent in a child's learning and should always be a priority in a teacher's pedagogy. Children are continually learning, everywhere, every day. Children can understand and process ideas and knowledge better when they have the whole picture, looking from every area of learning possible. This shows the importance of cross-curricular teaching as it will in effect provide a better understanding for learners. Therefore, to limit a child's learning to one area of learning and experience, when it appears that they naturally think cross-curricular themselves seems inappropriate. Historical Association (2023) appear to agree with Barnes as they state that making authentic links with appropriate areas of learning naturally allows learners to grasp ideas better while providing meaning to their learning.
[bookmark: _Int_BUzLH67g]As a professional teacher, to ensure that I am providing cross-curricular links I would complete a lesson on outdoor learning. I believe that outdoor learning provides the perfect environment to explore areas of learning and experience naturally. The lesson objective would be to create a balance path in a local woodland area to get from side A to B. There would be a range of resources to use including branches, rocks, tyres, rope, pots, pans, wooden planks and any other resources the learners find naturally in the environment. Looking at languages, literacy and communication, I believe that the outdoor learning lesson would support the learners to use language to express ideas collaboratively with each other. They would do this by problem solving and teamwork to support each other to create the balance path and to successfully cross it (The Welsh government 2021). Using mathematics and numeracy the learners will have to measure and count resources to ensure the size and amount is correct to create the path (The Welsh government 2020). The learners would use science and technology skills while creatively engineering the design of the balance path using a range of resources with understandings of why different materials work better than others (The Welsh government 2022). There are many benefits for children to engage in the outdoor environment, by offering outdoor learning to children it definitely ranges with the health and well-being area of learning and experience. Children who engage outdoors are physically healthier with less risk of developing obesity. Outdoor environment supports learning and engagement and enriches children to become more creative and curious with their thinking. This is especially important in Wales as it hands itself to the Four Purposes set out in the new curriculum framework. It is the school and the teacher's responsibility to support learners to develop the values of the four purposes and outdoor learning provides a great opportunity to support this (The Welsh government 2022). Providing meaning and value to the outdoor session, I would focus on the local history of the area under the humanities area of learning and development. I would use it as a location of value and meaning to the children. For example, a local woodland area such as Penllergare  woods, where a local family developed and lived in the woodlands (Penllergare Valley Woods 2023). I believe this would allow the learners to progress to understand how different environments have different values and meaning to other people. Lastly, the materials within the environment would support them to safely use creative resources supporting the learners to engage with the expressive arts area of learning. An area of development with my lesson would be to provide differentiation, this would be to ensure that all children, including children with additional learning needs were able to engage in the lesson being provided with equity and meaning. (The Welsh Government 2009). Providing differentiation allows all learners, despite capabilities, to successfully engage in the activity (Victoria State Government 2019). I would consider a new lesson plan while considering all learners and need and ensure that the lesson objectives were appropriate and manageable for all learners. 
Conclusion
To conclude, it is evident that there are many factors that work together to ensure that foundation phase teaching and learning environment sets high standards to support both the teachers and learners. The philosophy of the foundation phase values good teaching pedagogy while working holistically. Holisitc thinking is a valuable skill to posess when working with children. Thinking holistically means to be able to consider all areas and aspects of the learning, the learner, the environment, the development and any other influences on a learner (Brodie 2018). This will support a professional teacher by providing equity across the classroom. 
[bookmark: _Int_ewxNs2D4]The key ideas that Donaldson set out when writing the twelve pedagogical principles appear to line up with a range of key educational learning theories. It has been highlighted as an importance that as a professional teacher, having an understanding of the pedagogical principles and how to implement them in the classroom is vital for providing successful futures for the children that I will be teaching.
Using blended approaches while teaching can provide a more meaningful understanding to learners. Building on prior knowledge while using a range of resources allows learners to gain a deeper understanding of information and provides better recall of the area of learning in the future. Cross-curricular teaching allows the learner to understand the wider idea of the learning and supports their creative and curious thinking. 
The new curriculum framework provides progression steps with guidance for teachers and schools to follow. This guidance allows teachers to design their curriculum to be learner-centered and tailored to each school and their learners. The importance of being a reflective practitioner is key for professional development which will continue to aid myself and my learners throughout my career as a teacher. Considering my professional development moving forward, I will ensure to consider all factors mentioned when working with learners and creating my lesson plans to support the foundation phase area I will be within. 
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