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Task 1
Personal Study programme / Individual Learning Plan 
 
 
One of the learning outcomes identified in the accompanying module descriptor (BMPP 6006D) asks that you formulate and implement a personal study programme to further enhance the development of your professional police practice. A template has been added for an ‘Individual Learning Plan’ that you can use for this task.  
 
This task builds upon the last personal study programme/Individual learning plan completed in a previous workbook. Again this learning plan allows you to assess what level you believe you are in key knowledge, skills and experience against where you believe you (and the force) consider you should be – now and in the coming 6 to 12 months. Some elements within it will be the same or similar to those identified before, however the ratings and your development needs would have changed.
 
2000 words equivalent. Please note that this is not the actual number of words used in completing the table, the count reflects the thought and research behind it. 
  
 
ANSWER - please complete the template on the next page: 
 



























 
Knowledge, Skills and Experience Assessment 
 
	 
	REQUIRED 
	RATING 
	DEVELOPMENT NEED 
 

	KNOWLEDGE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	Low 
1-4 
	Med 
5-7 
	High 
8-10 









 10

	Low 
1-4 
	Med 
5-7 









  6

	High 
8-10 
	Being a police constable, the police force state that you must be knowledgeable in laws and the points to prove to be effective and confident in your role. I feel I have gained vast knowledge over the past three years however I am always conscious I should know more. To achieve this, I need to spend more time reading Blackstones and accessing the police Library. I have set a personal goal of one year to gain more knowledge and will be learning in block stages with roads policing the first topic on my agenda. I want to gain more knowledge so I can be more affective in my role and give the public a better service. The public look at the Police in a time of crisis therefore it is important that you know what you are doing.

	SKILLS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	Low 
1-4 
	Med 
5-7 
	High 
8-10 




  9

	Low 
1-4 
	Med 
5-  7 




    7

	High 
8-10 




  

	Individual skills are important in the Police force, and I am a strong believer that you never have enough skills. I have picked up and enhanced numerous skills over the past three years from Taser officer, Chemical and Biological responder to method of entry. You must be skilled to be able to complete your duties and function effectively. The police recognise this and there are many courses available from the college of policing. I am always looking to better myself and book onto courses to boost my skillset. It would be unrealistic to set a time frame for this as you can never have too many skills and I am always actively looking for the next course available. Overall, I am happy how my skills are progressing.

	EXPERIENCE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	Low 
1-4 
	Med 
5-7 








   

	High 
8-10 








    8

	Low 
1-4 
	Med 
5-7 








    7

	High 
8-10 
	The only way to gain experience in the police force is to be proactive and look to be involved in incidents. What I have found is the response teams are not very experienced as most seasoned officers have left to specialise in departments. My shift for example the most senior officer has only four years’ service. I feel that my prior 21 years’ service within both the military and prison service has given a solid platform to base my police career on. One thing I feel I am experienced and excel in is conflict situations. By next year I would like to pick up more knowledge and to gain this I would need to take the lead in incidents that I am unfamiliar with such as cyber crime and fraud.












TASK 2 
Recognition and confirmation of progress on the Occupational Competency Portfolio (OCP). 
  
 
 
By signing the section below, you are acknowledging your continuing progress on O.C.P.  
This is recognised by the university as work that is fully supporting this module BMPP 6006D; Policing in the Workplace 3 and in signing it will be equivalent to 2000 words towards the 10000 words total. 
 
 
 
 
Confirmation of the progress on the Occupational Competency Portfolio (OCP). 
 
I confirm that I am progressing with the Occupational Competency Portfolio (OCP) in accordance with the regulations.  
 
Signed:  _ Dylan Griffiths_ (Learner – electronic signature accepted, 
							  or type name in.) 
 
Date: _ 11/06/2022 _ 


























TASK 3 Option 3

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Road Policing

You should choose a serious collision that you have been involved from year 2/3 that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role in providing a response.


	
Critically reflect upon the management of a serious collision in which you played a significant role in. What were the causes and what strategies, and initiatives could be implemented to reduce the likelihood of it reoccurring?

6000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)





ANSWER:


Introduction

During this task I shall be writing about a road traffic collision that I was involved with that was one of a complex and horrific nature. It had significant impacts on both the families involved and the local residents who provided first aid. The task shall look at what part of the response I played on the night and the combined effort from all the responding emergency services. It shall look at what agencies responded and the roles they played throughout the serious incident. I shall be covering some brief history of early police officers and their roles and describe what the vehicles and roads were like in the early Victorian days. The task will cover the motor car act of 1903 and the changes that were made to UK laws. The task will highlight statistics of fatalities on the UKs roads and how they are reported, investigated and what appropriate response is expected.

During the task it will look at management of serious incidents and how to respond appropriately. I will detail the many Mnemonics that are used in policing such as ACECARD, CLEAR and METHANE. I shall look at these in details and explain each step on how they are implemented into road traffic accidents. Throughout this task I shall be using the Gibbs reflective cycle to self-reflect on how the incident played out and what could have been done better. I will highlight the feelings and emotion that I felt when dealing with this tragic incident and how it has changed my thought process surrounding speeding. The task will look at several preventive measures that could be implemented to make roads safer and see if any of these would prevent such incidents happening on this stretch of road again.



The Incident
Police officers must respond to all types of calls from burglaries to road traffic accidents. When I joined the force some three years ago, I did not expect to be part of an incident of a such a serious nature that had a massive impact on four families and the local community. The accident I shall be writing about happened recently and attracted the attention of the media. To protect the investigation and for data protection purposes I shall not be naming any persons or locations and may change some content.

Almost three years ago I entered into police training naive and a little apprehensive as to what to expect. Growing up I always had a vision that one day I would be wearing the crested custodian helmet of the police force and I had an immense feeling of pride walking through the gates on day one. I had a rough idea what a police Officers’ role was, but I did not anticipate that one day I would be involved in one of the forces most horrific traffic accidents to date.

A Police Officers role has certainly evolved since the early days of Sir Robert Peels bobbies. The police force is not even 200 years old, and it is continuously evolving. It still however has the same fundamentals as it did when it was founded back in 1829. These fundamentals are known as the Peellian Principles and they lay at the core of the modern-day police constable (Bryant and Bryant, 2020, p.19).

With society ever evolving it is important that the police service also move with the times. When Sir Robert Peel formed the modern-day police force in the early Victorian days of 1829 there were very few vehicles using the cobbled streets of London, and the ones that did were drawn by horse or powered by steam (London Transport Museum,2022). It was expected that all road users obeyed by the laws and road signs, and it was down to Peels bobbies to police this. According to Know your road signs UK they claim that road signs in the United Kingdom were first used by the Romans, they erected road stone markers every one thousand paces and called the stone markers “Milliaries” (Know Your Road Signs UK, 2022).

With the introduction of the motorcar the roads became extremely busy and dangerous, it was important that safety signs were introduced onto all of the UK roads. These safety signs were initially for the benefit of cyclists. The signs warned of steep hills and bends in the roads however it soon became compulsorily for all road users. One of the biggest changes to policing the roads was the introduction of the Motor Car Act 1903. This act set out rules that must be obeyed and again it was down to police constables to make sure the public obeyed these rules. Some of the laws set out in the 1903 Act are as below and are still a major factor today.

· Every motor car shall be registered with the council or a county borough.
· A person who drives a motor car on a public highway recklessly or negligently, or at a speed or in a manner which is dangerous to the public shall be guilty of the offence.
· A person shall not drive a motor car on a public highway unless he is licensed for the purpose.
· Any person under the age of seventeen years shall be disqualified from obtaining a licence. 
                                                                                   (The Motor Miscenllany , 2012)

From the very start of my police training, I showed a keen interest in the key professional area of roads policing and have conducted my own research on the topic in a hope that one day I could be a roads policing officer. I was oblivious as to how important this role was until I got to division. I started responding to calls of road traffic accidents and I could see how frequent they were happening and how they disrupt the road network. I thought I will give you an insight on how many traffic accidents were reported and how many fatalities that occur on roads each year. To give a true reflection I shall use the 2019 Department of Transport Statistical released document as I feel this will give a more accurate account as it was pre covid pandemic.

According to the document there were 1752 deaths and 25945 serious injuries that occurred on the United Kingdom’s roads during the year 2019. This is a shocking statistic and highlights how dangerous the UK road network is. The information used to create these statistics are collated by police forces, either through the officers attending the scene of accidents or from members of the public who reported the accidents (Department of Transport, 2019).

These statistics are important to the Police force as it helps identify resource deployment and evidence-based strategies and initiatives in an attempt to reduce the number of deaths on the roads. The Data from all traffic accidents are collated from officers who complete forms called the STATS20 manual. This manual is then shared nationally and analysed where the results are used extensively to improve the safety of roads, road users and traffic movement (Department of Transport, 2022).

The National Police Chief’s Council has released a policing vision and a three-year strategy called policing the roads together. The strategy is in relation to road safety and their latest three-year vision is broken down into three objectives.

1. Safe roads, free from harm
2. Secure roads free from the threat of serious crime and terrorism  
3. Efficient roads that promote public confidence and satisfaction

The approach for the policing vision is 

“We advocate the adoption of a Safe System approach as the ultimate goal is to prevent any road user being subject to a fatal or serious injury event. We will work together to adopt flexibility and pooling of resources to deliver the most efficient and effective outcomes through intelligence-led approaches. We will focus our enforcement efforts on those most deserving to support improved levels of compliance”. 
                                                                                     (National Police Chiefs Council, 2021)

[bookmark: _Hlk105678050]The lead for delivering this strategy is Chief Constable Anthony Bangham who is the Chief Constable of West Mercia Police and the National Police Chiefs’ Council (NPCC) lead for Roads Policing. (Bangham 2021) states that he wants to have the safest roads in the world, and he seeks to improve road safety and security. What I feel most important is that Banham wants to provide all police officers with the relevant tools, technology, knowledge and equipment to make a difference.
The strategic objectives as set out in the report to address all elements of the road network and transport system. It will look at vehicle design, speed limits of roads and laws of the road. The Strategic objectives are as follows

Safe roads – The vision will embrace the use of technology such as number plate recognition (ANPR) to identify high harm routes to detect and disrupt criminals who use the roads to commit illegal activities.

Safe speeds – The police will identify and enforce safe speeds especially along high harm routes and hot spot locations.

Safe Vehicles - The Police will explore and utilise technology to help reduce the numbers of collisions and fatalities. The police will embrace safe vehicle technology.

Safe road users – the objective will look at the best and safest way to share road space to make it safe for all, for example safe pass scheme for cyclists.

Post-crash response – The police will ensure that all collisions that are reported will be responded to, and specially trained family liaison officers will support families and victims of the more serious traffic accidents
                                                                        (National Police Chiefs Council, 2021)


Even with all the above objectives and focus it is inevitable that there will still be accidents on the roads of the United Kingdom. I will now detail the incident where I played a significant role and how all agencies came together to provide a response to this particular critical incident.

Over the past three years as a Police Officer I have been completing my duties to a high standard and have focused on specialising with the aim of becoming an officer on the Territorial Support Team. This team is known throughout the force as the TST. I have been lucky enough to have caught the attention of this department where I have been invited to work several sets of shifts with them to bolster their numbers. The TST specialise with door entries, drone work, public order tactics and searching for high risk missing people / body recovery. I was on an evening shift with the team when we received a call over the police radio that a serious road traffic collision had just occurred, and the occupants were receiving cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) at scene from members of public. Being a specialist team and close to the incident we attached ourselves and made our way there on a blue light response to see if we could assist in anyway.

On route I could hear regular updates over the radio of the condition of the persons involved and it didn’t sound good. Two were not conscious or breathing and the other two sounded like they had life changing injuries. My initial thought process was I need to attend quickly and help these people with first aid. I was also conscious that I was a police officer and must preserve evidence and comply with the golden hour principles. As (Bryant and Bryant, 2019, p.225) state that the first period of any major or critical incident is often described as The Golden Hour. This is the most important time of any investigation as it is where the best evidence can be obtained. With this particular incident being a serious road traffic accident, I knew it would be important to obtain first-hand accounts from witnesses, identify any CCTV opportunities and examine the wreckage to see if a cause of crash could be identified.

We arrived at the scene and what I was faced with was horrific. I intently could see a wreck of a crumpled car on a petrol station forecourt with its engine completely torn out and laying some twenty meters away. There was a fire crew on scene treating one person who looked like they had significant injuries however still alive, and two bodies lying motionless one face down and one on their back. I rushed to see if I could give these persons help but I was soon to realise that they were already declared as deceased. There was significant trauma to the face and head, and they were beyond and treatment. I knew that being a police officer I would be subjected to such atrocities, but this particular incident reminded me of more of a war zone than a road traffic accident. There were more and more emergency services attending so I knew that one of the roads policing unit who was first on scene must have declared it a Major incident. From my training days I was taught the Mnemonic METHANE. This Mnemonic can be used to guide the early stages of a multi-agency response to a major incident. The Mnemonic is set out as below.

M - Major incident declared
E – Exact location of the incident
T – Type of Incident 
H – Hazards present at scene or suspected
A – Access routes that are safe to use
N – Number, type and severity of the casualties
E- Emergency services required to attend 

I met with the roads policing sergeant who appeared to have overall command of the response and asked what I could do to help. He asked if firstly we could make the scene safe and limit contamination by closing the roads on both directions. I did this by moving the van into the middle of the road and using it as a physical barrier. I then put road cones out on the edges to make sure nobody came inside the cordon. The next task was that myself along with the TST team had to conduct a search of the area to establish all victims had been accounted for. This was because of how far the victims had been ejected from the car on impact and were found some distance away. We were also tasked with looking for identities of the persons and vehicle involved. Whilst searching through the wreckage and bodies I found several mobile phones. I bagged these up as I knew they could potentially be important part of the investigation as outlined as one of the fatal four.

The fatal Four is a term used by police to highlight the four main reasons of fatal accidents these are 

1. Driving at inappropriate speeds
2. not wearing seatbelts
3. driving while drunk or on drugs 
4. using mobile phones while driving

I continued searching the wreckage and could not help noticing that the bodies were all young people, there was designer shoes and bags mixed amongst the wreckage and this was evident that the collision must have been at some speed to cause the casualties clothing and footwear to be removed during the impact. Again, this was potential evidence for the fatal four. I discovered a fourth body laying some twenty meters from the crash site. He had been ejected through a garden fence and was laying semi-conscious face down. I instantly provided first aid to this person but was also aware that I had my body camera on to evidence what the casualty was saying. It was soon apparent that the male was the driver of the vehicle and started to make some significant comments about the accident. This would prove to be important for the oncoming investigation.

The next task I was detailed with was to be the spotter for the drone pilot. We were tasked with capturing images from above by using the thermal imaging camera attachment. According to (Omega Engineering, 2019) Thermogrography was developed in the 1960s by Sir William Herschel who was an astronaut. He designed a camera that created an image by using inferred radiation emitted from an object. This image represents the temperature of the object. Therman imagery was first developed for the military however it is now being used worldwide by police forces and rescue services. This links back with Chief Constable Anthony Bangham policing vision where he stated he will provide all police officers with the relevant tools and technology to make roads safer. We were tasked with flying the drone above the crash side and recording any hot spots on the tarmac that may indicate the route the vehicle took during the collision. Again, this was part of golden hour enquiries as the heat signature would go the longer it was left. Once this was recorded, we informed the incident commander so her could liaise with the Helimed team and give the green light for the helicopter to land. 

When dealing with any police road traffic incident there is also another mnemonic that must be used, and I was aware of this however I was not responsible for arranging it on this particular incident. This was because there was a dedicated incident manager at scene who was a roads policing Sergeant. It was however interesting seeing how it was all set out. The Mnemonic is known as ACECARD.

A – Approach, make sure that all information is gathered before the approach, try and approach incidents from the rear.

C – Caution, place warning signs and cones correctly once a suitable cordon is established.

E – Examine the scene and decide if further assistance is required.

C – Causalities, after protecting the scene check that all casualties have been located and treatment given if needed.

A – Ambulance, Fire, mountain rescue. Control and manage all attending agencies

R – Remove obstructions, this is for when the investigation is complete, and vehicles can be moved by recovery.
D – Detailed investigation, this should be investigated, and all details should be passed to relevant agencies such as STATS19. 
[bookmark: _Hlk105693307]                                                                                          (College Of Policing,2022)

I was aware that some actions of the ACECARD mnemonic could not be completed at that moment as accident investigation unit needed to attend along with CSI to photograph and document the scene. I couldn’t help feeling for the young people who were lying dead in front of me and for their families who soon would have their lives turned upside down when the death message was passed. Fortunately, only once in my career have, I been tasked with passing the dreaded death message, the shriek still stays with me to this day. The scene was held by local response officers for further investigations to be made during daylight hours and for the attendance of the funeral directors to come and collect the young person’s bodies from the garage forecourt. We drove off and I would find myself reflecting on what had just happened.

The cause of the accident has not been released but I could instantly tell from the wreckage that the vehicle must have been traveling at some speed to cause that much devastation to the car and the bodies. The road that the accident occurred on had a 30 mile per hour speed limit and was semi-rural with residential properties along one edge. My mind wandered and thought of the poor residents who had been first on scene and witnessed the devastation and trauma to the casualties. They were not professionals and did not expect to witness such sights in their lifetime. I felt it was important to make sure they were contacted and offered some support for what they had been through. My mind wandered again, and I was thinking what the police could do to prevent such an accident at that location again.     

I went back to my station and reflected on the incident and conducted some research of what the police would do as a force to investigate this incident and if there was any way to prevent future accidents. I found a document on the College of Policing website outlining the investigation of fatal and serious injury road collisions. It sets out guidance for all forces following serious accidents and states that,

The Police are the lead agency when it comes to collision investigation and are duty bound to investigate and establish the circumstances that have led to life changing injuries and fatalities following accidents. The police must deliver their investigation to the HM coroner and family members with an explanation to what has happened. The Police must identify any preventive measures to reduce further deaths on the roads. It outlines that the Police must make sure the following are adhered to 


· The police provide an appropriate initial response to the investigation stage.

· There is an appropriate and effective collision scene management.

· There is an effective forensic collision investigation strategy.

· There are arrangements with partner agencies which clarify roles and responsibilities in relation not road death investigation.

· Specific roles and responsibilities are set out.
                                                                                             (College Of Policing,2022)

Death from road traffic accidents can have a severe impact on the health and wellbeing on all individuals, families and communities who are involved. The police must recognise the impact that it may have and provide an investigative response to search for the truth while also supporting those affected. It is important for police to remember that casualties may also be victims of a criminal offence. In the aftermath of a fatal road accident there may be requests from the families to lay flowers or a tribute at the location. Police officers should facilitate this where possible and there is a local policy to give officers guidance. Police also have the ability to release media statements following accidents however they must consider the families before doing so. There must also be consideration to the investigation and information that is released must not undermine it. A few days later I witnessed one of the media releases when I was scrolling through my social media. One thing that struck me was the bodies didn’t look anything like they did in the photos. I read some of the comments and tributes from their friends and this made me angry to think lives were taken because of someone else reckless actions.

Going back to the incident that I had just been involved with it was interesting conducting the research to see what was going on behind the scenes and to find out what measurers could be put in place to prevent further incidents. I know from speaking with the local residents that there were calls for speed cameras to be erected however the council did not think it was a problem area. I have looked at what types of speed cameras are available and was surprised to find out there were fourteen different types. According to (Speed Cameras UK, 2021) speed cameras were first introduced to Brittan’s roads in 1991 with the first model commonly known as the Gatsometer. They use radar technology to measure how fast a vehicle is traveling. They are always rear faced so when activated the flashes will not blind the driver. Originally the Gatso cameras were painted grey but law changes in 2001 saw all speed cameras painted Yellow. Would a speed camera saved the lives of these people if the Council had acted when asked, I cannot help but think it may have.

I spoke with a local traffic officer who was also in attendance that fatal night and he said he will attend the location over the next few weeks with the handheld speed device. These devices are handheld radar units that reflect radio waves back at the receiver and calculate the speed of the vehicle. This will also have a visual deterrent and bring some peace for residents who live along the problem stretch of road however may be seen as too little too late (Speed Cameras UK, 2021).

I was aware that the speed limit of the particular location was already set at 30 miles per hour however I wondered how they got that figure and was there potential to bring it down even lower. This led me to read the department for transport article on the Government webpage. It claims that the Department for transport has a vision for the transport system to make it more sustainable, safer and help economic growth. It is clear how it sets out suitable speed limits with the aim of achieving safe and appropriate driving speeds that would also improve quality of life for the communities. When setting speed limits, they should be evidence led to highlight the risk of the road. They should be seen as the maximum speed suitable and not the target speed at what to drive. The overall speed limits set for the road is the responsibility of the government and not the local council or police force. As a general rule for every 1 mph reduction in average speed, collision frequency reduces by around 5%.
 
(The Department of transport, 2013) also claims that when they design roads, they implement a safe area so if a driver is to make a mistake it does not lead to death or serious injury. I thought back to the accident I was involved and felt that the road the accident was on did not have this safety feature as the road had grass verges running alongside that would not let the vehicle run on if it was to veer off the road. This stretch of road would do the complete opposite and probably flip a car if it was to run into the side embankment.

Speeding is extremely dangerous on the roads, and I am sure that at some point in life we have all been guilty of it. This does not however stray away from the seriousness form enforcing speed limits and creating safe roads for all users. After seeing the sights, I did that night, I surely will be paying more attention to how fast I am traveling. People think that cars are robust but after seeing the wreckage of the vehicle it proves that force is greater than any man-made material. I now understand why the penalties for persons caught speeding are so high. Currently the minimum penalty is one hundred pounds and three penalty points. There Is also an option to attend a speed awareness course. I have not been on one however whenever I speak to someone who has they said they have found it beneficial and an eye opener (Gov.Uk, 2022). 

[bookmark: _Hlk105751552]Luckily the road that the accident was on was not a major network link road. As the scene had to be held for several hours it did not have a dramatic impact on the countries infostructure. If this had happened on one of the major roads or on part of the motorway network according to the (College of Policing, 2022) last year there were approximately 87,000 road traffic incidents that impacted Brittan’s motorway network. The impact of these closures had a significant cost to the economy.

The College of Policing have set out an aide memoire to help organisations know their roles and responsibilities during a traffic collision with a joint outcome. The police have broken it down into true policing fashion and made a mnemonic out of it, this is known as CLEAR.

C – Collision, Collisions and other incidents can close carriageway lanes which adversely affects the economy

L- Lead, Effective leadership needs to be established to co-ordinate the incident response

E – Evaluate, Understanding the scale of the incident ensures a proportionate response

A – Act, all incident responders act in partnership, recognising and respecting differing organisational priorities

R – Re-Open, Carriageway lanes are re-opened ASAP to reduce the impact of incident closures on road users and the economy

The aim of using the CLEAR system is to attempt to minimise the impact that the incident has on the economy and the road user. It delivers a synchronised response to safe partnership working from agencies such as the Police, Fire service, Ambulance and Highways England / Wales. The document sets out the responsibilities for each agency so the most efficient response can be given. Some of the joint responsibilities are

· Make sure all persons are safe throughout the co-ordination of the incident.

· Co-operate, co-ordinate and collaborate to ensure effective and efficient partnership working between responders
· Make sure that all responders work together and support each other to achieve their objectives.
· From early on establish who the scene commander is from each agency and together to co-ordinate a response.
· Make regular updates to the control rooms and inform management of the progress of the incident. Give estimates on when the roads will be likely to re-open.
· Give handovers and briefings to any partner agencies who have responded.
                                                                                (College of policing,2022)

I started to think at what other speed measures could be considered on that particular stretch of road that would prevent future accidents. We have looked at road construction, Speed camera types but the speed measure that I feel could be more beneficial would-be speed humps. I looked at the various types of humps used on our roads and visualised what would be more suited.

The speed Hump 
We are all familiar with this type and Is called a speed table, these humps span the width of the road and have a flat table like top. This would be perfect for this stretch of road as cars will have to slow down for the obstacle. It does come with a big negative. If the stretch of road is used by heavy goods vehicles or trailers there will be a noticeable degree of traffic noise. Given that this area had some large properties close to the road I don’t think this would be practical.

Speed Cushions
This type of speed measure is similar to the speed table however is more of a small plateau. These types of humps have gaps in-between so that larger vehicles and emergency service appliances can straddle them and make it easier to pass. The vast majority of traffic will however have to slow down to navigate. Looking at the type or road that the accident was on I feel that the speed cushions would be more effective.
[bookmark: _Hlk105851676]                                                                                                                     (Gov.UK Politics, 2022)

I feel that my response to the incident went well, we arrived quickly, and I instantly got stuck in. The tracking down of the scene commander was difficult as there were so many emergency responders at scene but after time, they all changed and put their scene commander colour coded bibs on, so they were easily identifiable. The next part I felt went well was I didn’t freeze, when I was searching the bodies with horrific visible injuries I did it professionally and efficiently. I felt it was nice being contacted by the police welfare department known as Trim. They offered all officers involved that night with counselling. I do feel that support should be offered to the local residents who were first on scene as they witnessed some horrific sights. The next part of the incident I felt went well was the joint response between agencies. So often some agencies take over and are more overpowering however I felt this night they all worked collaboratively. I was privileged to help with the drone flights to video the scene from above in high resolution and also thermal. This gave me the added drive to work hard at securing a permeant spot on the TST team. I also found it interesting conducting the research on speeding measures following the incident and I have learned a lot from the experience. I would have liked to play an active role throughout the investigation. Sadly, two people lost their lives but I hope many others will learn from the incident and reduce their speed.


Conclusion

On Conclusion the traffic incident that I played a part in was of horrific circumstances where tragically two young people lost their lives and another two are in critical condition in hospital with life changing injuries. The investigation is not complete however early investigation points to speed being the main factor of the crash. As highlighted in the task speed is one of five factors that causes the most fatalities on the UKs roads, this is known as the fatal five. I have highlighted and critiqued the different types of speed enforcement measurers available and considered how the speed cushion hump would be the most suitable to prevent further atrocities happening on the same stretch of road again.

The task has covered speed limits and the penalties given to anyone who is caught. It looks at how speed limits are implemented, enforced and who is responsible for this. The task looks at the initial response from agencies and looks at many police mnemonics such as ACECARD, CLEAR and METHANE and details what is expected from each responder and the order that the response and clear up should happen. This task has also had a personal impact as I can’t help but feel for the poor families whose lives have been impacted by the incident. I also feel for the residents and responders who were first on scene and had to witness such sights. I will certainly be a more cautious driver and will be harder on speeding vehicles whilst on duty. Hopefully the council will listen to the residents and put some speed measures in place to prevent further incidents at this location. 
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