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			       Molluscan Analysis	Comment by Martin Bates: You have read well around the subject and certainly look like you have got this under your belt.  I would have liked a little more in terms of the description of patterns followed by the interpretation of species composition and then use that data rather than the 14C data to suggest age of sequences.

A good attempt though.
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(Photo: A. Brookes, 2011.  Source: The Modern Antiquarian.com) 

Easton Down Long Barrow is a Neolithic long barrow located some four miles North-East of the town of Devizes in Wiltshire (51o23’36” N 1o54’34”W). The barrow was first excavated by Thurman in the 1860’s and was found to contain two adult and two infant inhumations (Cope, 2011:2). The above picture looks at the barrow from the Southwest. The barrow is situated on top of a ridge among a landscape of other barrows and is on a predominantly chalk alluvium. During 1991, a small excavation was carried out across the line of still visible ditches “aimed primarily at investigating the environmental sequence” (Cope, 2011:2). As part of this excavation, a series of molluscan samples were taken, both from the ditch fill on each side of the barrow and the original soil surface below the barrow (see diagram, below):	Comment by Martin Bates: Good background info but not sure you really needed this although probably helps to contextualise things
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(Source: Davies, 2008) 

The molluscan diagram is reproduced below:
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(Source: Davies, 2008) 


Sample EDII was taken from the ditch fill (Trench A in the plan, above) and shows the predominance first of the open-country species Vallonia castata, then the woodland species Carychium tridentatum, later followed by the predominance of the intermediate species Trichia hispidia and Discus rotundatus, and finally the open-country species Vallonia excentrica, Pupilla muscorum and Helicella itala. The overall percentages of species shows a trend from open-country-to-woodland-to-open-country. The presence of T. hispidia, V. excentrica and H. itala in the upper contexts appear to be indicative of a period of cultivation (Whittle et al, 1993: fig. 5.8).	Comment by Martin Bates: It is better to keep separate interpretation from observation.  Describe the patterns from the bottom of the figure upwards and later go on to interpret what it means?

Radio-carbon dating suggests a late date for the construction of the barrow of around the late-fourth millennium (Davies, 2008:71). A short open-country phase is suggested after the construction of the barrow followed by a long woodland period (contexts 150cm-80cm). This was followed by a clearance phase and then the possible period of cultivation. Davies suggests that the 79cm-65cm context is from the Early Bronze Age due to associated pottery finds and above this (context 57cm-47cm, where there are few species and with low abundance) to the Late Bronze Age (Davies, 2008:73).	Comment by Martin Bates: But could you tell or guess the age from the mollusc zones?

Davies goes on to discuss a further set of samples, however, taken from the stone-free surface level below the constructed mound. These samples, “EDI”, were taken in twenty-six 30cm2 sites taken laterally in the turf-line. A predominance of open-country species were found, but shade-loving species were an important component in samples taken from the south-west corner of this sample. Here, intermediate and shade species were more prevalent and Davies suggests that this may have been an area of environmental boundary (Davies, 2008:71-72). This interpretation is based on work carried out by Evans and Rouse (as described by Davies and Gardener (2009:68)) and generates data not shown in the previous, vertical sample. Therefore, it is possible that the long barrow continued to exist in a small clearing during the woodland growth period that surrounded it and that, by extension, this clearing could have been kept free from the encroaching woodland by human intervention (it could also be that, being on a hill-top location, this was a natural function and possibly due to the re-entrant intruding into this area).	Comment by Martin Bates: What does this mean?

This interpretation, if correct, is indicative of the need to maximise all the available data collected at a site and not to rely on a single methodology. 
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Figure 5.6 Plan and
section of Easton

Down long barrow,
Wiltshire (from Whittle
etal. 1993). By kind
permission of The
Prehistoric Society.
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Figure 5.8 Percentage molluscan diagram from Easton Down long barrous, Wilkshire (fom Whitle et al. 1993). By kind permision of The Prebistoric Sociey
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