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It may be argued that the principle of statutory interpretation diminishes the status of legislation as the primary source of law in the UK. Discuss.
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[bookmark: _Toc106120160]Introduction
The courts and legal agencies use different strategies and policies to understand and comprehend each situation and case. During the judicial process, the judges follow the decisions, laws and policies established in the past for referencing and implementing legislation (Caygill, 2019). The courts use the statutory interpretation approach to ensure the accurate and effective interpretation of the cases and circumstances. The essay will cover the definition, rules, and necessities of the statutory interpretation and discuss different aspects and factors related to the statutory interpretation in the court by the judges. 

[bookmark: _Toc106120161]What is Statutory Interpretation?
Statutory interpretation is an approach or principle that is used by the judges to understand, evaluate different cases and apply legislation to the case. The statutory interpretation process is applied in the courts of countries like the UK to interpret and comprehend a particular case and then legislation is applied to the case (Byung-Gak Choi, 2009). These cases are managed by involving the statutes in the case proceedings. A statute is defined as a formal written enactment that governs the legal authorities of the state or country to apply legislation in different cases. The statute is used to prohibit any activity or declare laws and policies in the country’s legal system. These commands and rules are established by the legal authorities and government agencies. 
The statutory interpretation is based on these statutes and the judges use statutory interpretation to evaluate the cases and identify the applicability of these statutes in modern cases. To understand the cases and statutory interpretation, the courts evaluate the meanings of the statute and apply legislation based on the understanding. If the meanings of the statute are unclear, the courts then shift toward reviewing the past legislation history and the legal sources available for the legal proceedings in the country (Chacón, 2011). There are certain rules of statutory interpretation that the courts ensure in the proceedings and decision-making. The rules of statutory interpretation mention that the statutes should be consistent externally and internally, and all parts of the statute must represent connection and consistency among them. If within the statutes, it is established that there are different exceptions to the rule by the legislature, the judges must understand that there are no exceptions to be considered. Hence, the judges must proceed based on the findings or shift the methods. 
To be specific, there are four rules of statutory interpretation, which include the literal rule, the golden rule, the mischief rule, and lastly the purposive approach. The literal rule represents that the judges will interpret the statutes of cases in a literal and basic sense that includes no modification and identification of the intention of the parliament. The judges are not allowed to modify or make laws for the courts. Hence, this rule is most used by judges all over the world as it completes the role most accurately. The golden rule is used when the literal rule displays inaccurate results, and by this rule, the judges may apply common sense for modification of understanding of the statutes and evaluate any case. The mischief rule is used to establish adaption of the statutes in modern society and interprets the gaps and loopholes in the statutes. And lastly, the purposive approach ensures the effectiveness of the law and statutes in the court proceedings and cases of modern times. These make sure that the statutory interpretation is effectively executed in the courts everywhere.

[bookmark: _Toc106120162]Why is Statutory Interpretation necessary?
The courtroom and judges apply the statutory interpretation approach for different cases and all the evaluation and results are based on presumption, language, and different aids from the statutes and legal system. The legal system and the law of the countries maintain the fair implementation of the judiciary system. The statutory interpretation ensures that the judgement in different cases and events are based on proper statutes and discourages the modification of the judgements from the judges in the courts (Fleischer, 2012). The judgements and decisions regarding each case should be based on proper evaluation of facts, reviewing past records and legislations, and strategies allowed by the law of the country.
The statutory interpretation determines the interpretation of the statutes and the drafting of the errors in particular laws and systems. The statutory interpretation is needed in the judiciary system as it helps evaluate complex and uncertain cases and stations based on past legislation and decisions. It becomes easier for the judges and legal systems to find the pathway to the solution by comparing the case to the earlier cases and basing the judgement on the legislation established earlier in different courts (Vogenauer, n.d.). As mentioned earlier, the judges have no authority to change, modify or make a new law for the cases. Statutory interpretation prohibits and prevents it from occurring and provides authentic legal references for the judicial process. The statutory interpretation also clarifies the meaning of different words and phrases in the statutes and provides an accurate understanding of the elements that define the specific statute. It makes the laws mentioned in the statutes clearer and more specific so that the people related to the cases have a clear idea of what the law is and the application of the law by the judges. And the statutory interpretation also allows the courts to evaluate the applicability of the statutes in modern cases and the legal agencies and authorities can propose the modification of the statute to benefit the modern cases based on the changed circumstances. 

[bookmark: _Toc106120163]Should the lawmakers be clearer in expressing their intentions via statute?
Lawmakers are the government individuals in countries like the UK who propose and decide different rules and policies for different circumstances. The lawmakers are the ones who interpret the existing statutes and review the applicability of the statutes in current times. They have the power to modify and change any law by proposing the change to the parliament and reviewing the reasons behind the change in general (Samuels, 2012). The rules and laws set by the lawmakers are followed and applied in all the judicial systems and law enforcement agencies. 
The law and statutes decide the results and elements of all the cases and circumstances. Lawmakers publish various statutes and laws that define the aspects of the cases and situations. While making or changing any statutes or laws for the country and its citizens, the lawmakers must be elaborate and clear about the terms and conditions that the statutes are based on and also express the purpose of the statutes (Popelier, 2008). If the statutes are clear and easy to comprehend, the fair application of the statutes and laws will be easier and it will promote the public right of understanding the laws and their rights. The judges will also be able to interpret the statutes effectively and impose judgements in a more expressive way. These statutes and laws define all the aspects of the people’s legal aspects such as properties, contracts, human rights, etc. Hence, lawmakers must be clearer in expressing their intentions via statutes.


[bookmark: _Toc106120164]Does statutory interpretation cause problems?
There are several disadvantages of statutory interpretation in the courts. The rules mentioned earlier also cause some disadvantages for the courts and judges. The literal rule mentioned earlier can bring up absurdities and irrelevant, inapplicable results that might cause the court and the judges to face difficulty evaluating the cases and interpreting the statutes. The literal rule avoids the purposes and intentions of the parliament and legal agencies in imposing judgements and decisions. The statutory interpretation can make the words in the statutes unclear and it might cause complexity in the court (Steele, 2017). On the other hand, the golden rule provides several benefits along with the difficulty of being limited in use. The golden rule provides too much power to the judges and allows them to change and modify the statutes depending on the cases and situations. The rule does not fundament the analysis and evaluation of the circumstances and the cases before establishing any judicial decision (Popelier, 2008). Hence, it increases the chances of unfair judgement possibilities. The mischief rule makes it harder to understand the parliament’s intentions and it decreases the productivity of the court and judicial system. Lastly, the purposive approach provides the authority of making and changing the laws entirely to the judges and it demolishes the chances of fair judgements in the courtroom as the judges don’t need to follow any restrictions from the legal system.

[bookmark: _Toc106120165]Are there any rules that underpin statutory interpretation?
Earlier, the rules that underpin statutory interpretation are mentioned which include the literal rule, the golden rule, the mischief rule and the purposive approach (Popelier, 2008). These rules support the statutory interpretation of the cases by the judges in the courts and ensure providing the pathways to solve different situations and circumstances. There are many advantages and disadvantages of the mentioned rules and they affect the statutory interpretation in courts as well. But, most of the courts in countries like the UK use statutory interpretation to evaluate the cases and interpret the statutes to impose different laws and judgements (Sales, 2016). In the UK, the judicial system in the courts focuses on attempting to understand and comprehend the meaning of the statutes first to conduct the evaluation and judgement of any type of case. Statutory interpretation is commonly used in complex situations to find different options and outcomes reducing uncertainty.


[bookmark: _Toc106120166]Conclusion
The above discussion represents that statutory interpretation is a common approach that is followed by the courts and judges all over the world. The statutes affect the decisions and judgement of the courts severely. Considering the advantages and disadvantages of statutory interpretation, there can be many theories for the impacts of the principle of statutory interpretation on the status of legislation as the primary source of law in the UK.
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