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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: How do the advantages and disadvantages of police taser use affect its ethical justification in the role of being a police officer?

INTRODUCTION:

Recent and ever-growing risks whilst I have been on duty have led me to explore the consideration of being a taser trained officer and me speaking to my supervisors regarding this. This has ultimately, led me to me exploring and considering the pros and cons of using a taser and the ethical considerations around using it effectively, appropriately, proportionately, legally, necessary and justifiably. 

Subsequently, I feel that the topic covering taser is worthy of consideration for my undergraduate dissertation as it will allow me to explore, research and analyse the topic in detail. Whereby, it will allow me to discuss the pros and cons of using a taser on duty. As well as allowing me to analyse the ethical and legal considerations surrounding the use of a taser and its use of force policy. 

By using this topic it will allow me to discuss significant points regarding the use of taser in the role of being a police officer that spark debates about appropriate force, human rights, public safety and confidence. 

The taser was introduced into policing in the United Kingdom in 2003 to firearms officers only, as a non lethal firearms option. This was later changed upon the introduction of more relaxed polices in 2007 and by 2008 any trained officers could carry a taser if they were trained properly (McGuinness, 2021). 

Taser is used widely amongst different departments amongst policing today. Although, according to research done on Police forces in Wales and England taser trained officers being 14% as of 2019. As for the Metropolitan Police Force as of 2023 only 23% of officers were trained to carry a taser (Dr Sophie Chambers , 2024). This developed an area for discussion as to why less than a quarter of the entire Police force is not carrying taser. But also started debates regarding the public ethical opinions on the use of taser amongst police. 

Due to taser being a use of force that can be used by Police Officers there are procedures and polices an officer must follow when drawing their taser. Whilst ensuring that they are ethical in their decision making when using them. According to (Crow and Adrion, 2011) the idea of police officer being able to use their own national decision making when making the decision to fire it, has led to questions being asked the factors an officer takes into account before firing the taser and whether officers are being influenced by factors such as race or gender.

I understand the use of taser differs in views amongst both the public and Police. I believe the wide range in views will make for a good analysis and discussion in my dissertation. Whereby, I can analyse both the pros and cons provided from people through both qualitative and Quantitative data. 

The reason I have done research on this topic and I am proposing to write about the taser for my dissertation is because of my recent interest in being a taser trained officer. Personally, I feel that having a taser as an option to be used ethically, promotes for more confident policing as it mitigates the risk to officers and their colleagues. 

I feel before committing to being a trained taser officer. I feel it is important to consider the advantages and disadvantages as the percentage of taser trained officers is so low. I feel it is important to consider why it low.




	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

1) Outline the Advantages and Disadvantages of Police officers being upskilled and trained as a taser trained officers.

2) Explore the ethical challenges of taser being used as a use of force within Policing 

3) Analyse how tasers are being used within policing effectively and how officers decided when to use taser

4) Identify which ethical principles support taser use within policing and what opposes its use. 




	LITERATURE REVIEW:

Upon completing my research I have found numerous pieces of literature such as an article published raising the ethical issues of taser use on mental health patients and vulnerable people. Whereby, it raised major concerns on the undermining of ethical health care (Jabr, 2023). 

As well as this another key part of my research was a journal regarding the  
Effectiveness in police intervention and its main causes for its failures. This also examined the disadvantages and advantages of its use. According to its authors (Kocurkova and Hrinko, 2024) human factors, environmental factors and bias can effect the ethical decision making. 

Another piece of literature I have used for research is the taser guidance and according to (College of Policing, 2022) there are man considerations a taser trained officer must consider prior to drawing or firing a taser including risk factors, mitigating factor of use, verbal techniques, the after care, use of force reports and post incident reports. 

I propose I will utilise the use of Journals , articles, government articles/ statistics and Police force statistics when completing my research further. 

There is a lot of different research surrounding the taser and its use. However, I feel that lot of the research is regarding the consideration of its ethical factors whilst not considering the disadvantages and advantages of its use. There is also a lack of research provided from officers directly. 



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

· Qualitative data methods – Questionnaires given to police officers who both use taser and who do not. This is best suited to identify ethical issues, advantages and disadvantages. 

· Quantitative Analysis – Analyse statistics on taser deployment and its use of force.

· Casey study analysis – Research and analyse case studies. Whereby, I can identify patterns, factors, ethical use and outcomes. 

· Policy reviews – Research policies and protocols within policing. Analyse there effectiveness and whether they promote ethical use

· Content Analysis – Research through content like public records/ statistics and media coverage to help identify opinions and interpretations. 

I propose I use a mixed method approach to allow me to answer my research question comprehensively. 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

I intend on getting research from Current serving Police officers via a questionnaire to get their accurate view on the use of the taser as they are in the Police Force. They will be able to provide an update to date view on the use of the taser and be able to provide their views on any identified ethical issues. 


	ETHICAL ISSUES:

· The main ethical issue to be discussed prior to my research on taser is proportionality when using taser and the considerations around it being a justified, proportionate, legal, appropriate, necessary and ethical use of force. 

· The ethical issues of risk of harm and vulnerabilities must be discussed. 

· Whether bias is a factor in decision making when drawing or firing a taser.


	TIME SCALE:

Data Collection and Analysis - I propose that this stage will take me 2-3 months to undertake. I feel this is an appropriate amount of time to collect data through the use of literature, Qualitative and Quantitative data.

Writing and Drafting my work – I propose this stage will take me 2- 5 months to undertake. This will allow me to collate my findings and put together a comprehensive dissertation that answers my question and covers my objectives. 

Submission Preparation and proofread – I propose that this stage will take 2-4 weeks. During this stage I will read over my work and make any alterations that are needed to ensure that I am submitting my best piece of work. 
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