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Task 1

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 
Vulnerability and Risk, Evidence-based policing

You must choose a policing incident in which you played a significant role with a victim of crime or anti-social behaviour and reflect on what happened. 

	
Give a brief description of the incident including social and legislative contexts and any relevant cultural, ethnicity and language issues. 

Critically evaluate the appropriateness of different approaches (by professionals and the police) in supporting or managing vulnerable people or people at risk of harm. 

Explore what works in relation to tackling repeat victimisation and repeat offending. Consider the use of evidence-based policing. 

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)





ANSWER:

An incident where I felt I played a significant role is when a male made a report that he had felt targeted by a person (male) whom he had considered to be a friend. The victim lived on his own and had done so since he moved to the United Kingdom from Iraq. Whilst living in Iraq, his family had been killed and as a result he fled to Wales on his own.  Once in Wales he met the ‘friend’ who was later to become the perpetrator; this other male had also fled to Wales from Iraq under similar circumstances. College of policing (2021) would deem both these males as vulnerable due to the nature of their backgrounds, their language barriers and immigration status. 

When speaking to the victim he outlined that despite initially finding friendship with the perpetrator, it soon turned sour when the victim realised that the subject had different morals to himself. The victim made efforts to withdraw from the friendship, including moving to a different city for some time, however; upon his return they crossed paths again and the victim found the perpetrators personality and values had changed drastically in a negative manner.  Many people whom have moved country may agree that moving abroad entails leaving behind familiar surroundings, saying goodbye to loved ones, and facing the unknown, it can be a difficult experience for many people. Moving can have a major emotional and psychological impact. Grace, J. (2023). 
The victim found himself more vulnerable than he felt before, he felt intimidated by the perpetrator and felt he would be safer befriending the subject rather than telling him he did not want a friendship.

The victim endured for approximately eighteen months, financial abuse, physical and mental abuse, as well as daily threats and demands. When asked, the victim stated that it took him some time to report the incident as he felt both himself and the perpetrator were in the same position, and he didn’t want to cause trouble for either of them (reference coming from the same background and different from the police does this make them less willing to report crimes) 


Whilst interacting with the victim, there was a language barrier, he had a basic grasp of the English language, however; found it difficult to explain some things in any great depth. I felt it was important to give the victim as much support as possible for me to be able to capture as much detail as possible within his statement and for that reason I utilised language line. As per the Victims Code of Practice Right 1, Victims should have the ability to comprehend and be understood, they have the right to have clear and understandable information as well as assistance in understanding, including, if needed, access to services for interpretation and translation. Ministry of Justice (2005)

The victims financial and physical abuse made it difficult for the victim to flee from the situation. As the abuse occurred within his own home; it can be difficult to utilise evidence-based policing.  However, there was an altercation within the flat witnessed by a female friend, she also came forward as a victim herself which allowed officers to collaborate both stories at the time of this partial assault. A statement was taken from the female who reported that she too had been assaulted by the perpetrator, she and the victim only knew each other through the perpetrator yet decided to flee from the situation together and seek refuge in another town. 
It was whilst in a different town they found to courage to approach police in regard to the abuse.  The victim also attended the hospital with the injuries he obtained from the assaults which also corroborated his version of events. 
The females statement will play a huge part in court due to the lack other evidence such as CCTV. The criminal case put up in court can be supported by the witness report, which can demonstrate that the crime was committed as claimed. The witness statement was deemed convincing and adequate to implicate the defendant's evidence in the absence of DNA and other substantial evidence. Anderson, M. (2024). 



Within the police it is essential to utilise other partner agencies where possible to ensure that victim feel supported. A number of relevant agencies are required by law to collaborate in order to minimise crime and disturbance, as per the Crime and disturbance Act of 1998. The authorities that engage within this act include; the local authority in charge of fire and rescue, the clinical commissioning groups (England) and local health boards (Wales) who also oversee the probation service agenda. By concentrating on regional concerns and goals, they collaborate to keep local communities safe from crime. Where the victim is vulnerable or if children are involved; social services will also form part of the strategy. Every year, they re-evaluate the priorities for local crimes and, in collaboration with partners and the community, create community safety plans. (College of Policing (2015). 

As the police were the first point of contact for the victim other partner agencies were initially unaware of the current situation, this meant it was important for me to inform other agencies so that they could provide victim support where needed. The usual way of informing multiple agencies in this type of scenario is via a public protection notice (PPN) a PPN is an information sharing notice which is sent to the Public Protection Unit within each force who then distribute it to relevant partner agencies. Due to the severity of the report, I felt it important to address the relevant partner agencies myself in order to seek immediate advice in relation to safeguarding of the victim. 

When dealing with calls in which we would deem someone vulnerable it is important we give the victim plenty of time to discuss the incident. Each crime reported is investigated by an individual officer who strives to do the case justice, a victim can experience something they deem life changing and to some people they feel that approaching the police is their “last resort”. 
It is important that we allow each individual we encounter to feel listened to. The definition of a vulnerable person is someone deemed unable to look after themselves due to circumstances preventing them from being able to care for themselves or others.  Alternately needing to be shielded from danger or exploitation as stated by Bailey, S. (2021) can also determine a vulnerability. 
 
First and foremost, I ensured we sought medical attention for the victim; he was showing signs of extreme discomfort and complaining that his chest felt tight, and at times he was struggling to breathe. He was however happy to provide a statement and emphasised he wanted this to be completed before he left the police station. Due to the severity of the assault, the victim had sustained broken ribs and severe bruising on his body. The medical staff undertook a full body scan assessment in order to ascertain where the injuries originated from. Usually, they would have a duty to report his injuries; however, as the police were already present, they logged and documented this.  

The NHS provided the victim with the care he needed and gave him medical advice to manage his symptoms. However, simply knowing how he had obtained these injuries does not safeguard the individual and subsequently he may return to the same address and continue to be vulnerable and at risk. From a police point of view, it was important to ensure the victim did not return back to his home address until we were sure there was adequate safeguarding in place. Initially the victim did not want to return home however was happy to go back with officers to collect some belongings and then find somewhere to stay until he knew there was no way for the perpetrator to return to his property. 

We liaised with the local authority to ask if there was any way we could provide emergency accommodation to safeguard the victim from immediate harm. Unfortunately, as the victim had moved to a different city recently, he was not registered with the local council and would have to move back to the city he had recently left. This left the male stranded and having no choice other than to stay with a female he barely knew until his house was secured. He stated that he would rather declare himself homeless as he felt he would be safer on the streets than returning to his address. 

The victim was receiving all available support via the government and had managed to find his own accommodation this meant that when looking for emergency accommodation local authorities were less eager to help as he was no longer seeking refugee as he was a legal citizen. 

Social services did not deem the victim suitable for their services as he had accommodation, and it was his choice not to return therefore did not fit their criteria. 

Despite other agencies only able to give limited support, I felt it was my job as a police officer to ensure the victim felt safe. I therefore encouraged him to return home and informed him measures would be put in place to put his house under close watch. I approached my inspector and informed him of the situation. Safeguarding was a major consideration during this incident as we had a pattern of repeated abuse. The victim felt he wasn’t able to return to his flat as he knew his abuser would return, for this reason a patrol strategy was put in place so that he could feel safe and protected. Braga AA. (2016) states that patrol strategies help raise the likelihood of being discovered and the speed at which that discovery occurs, as well as the severity of the penalty. It also deters the subject from return to the address if they know they are being watched closely. 

Whilst the victims house was under a patrol strategy the subject was wanted and arrest enquires were being conducted so that once the subject was arrested the police were able to put bail conditions in place which would prevent the subject from attending the victims house whilst the investigation was on going. Once bail conditions are in place the patrol strategy will come to an end and it would be the victim’s responsibility to report and breaches of the bail conditions. 

The police strive to prevent repeat victimisation by support the victim and providing them on-going support throughout the case and after should the victim feel like they still require support. When the investigating officer has the initial disclosure from the victim, they are able to inform the victims of agencies that can support them. As well as completing a PPN officers can officer a victim focus referral which is an independent charity who provide support to victims of crime regardless of when the crime took place. 

Within the police we utilise evidence-based policing which means officers use evidence which is available to themselves to guide and question policing policies and methods and choices. Essentially officers are to use their problem-solving skills in order to address on-going issues. The SARA model is a decision-making framework that combines analysis and research, customises answers to particular issues, and—above all—assesses the efficacy of those solutions The Evidence Based Policing App (2020). 

The SARA acronym stands for scanning, analysis, response and assessment. I utilised this model by identify the crime that had taken place, I then analysed and identified that due to the victims’ vulnerabilities he needs additional support and encouragement throughout all stages of the criminal justice system. My response was to request a patrol strategy so that the victim felt safe and was protect so that the subject could not continue such behaviour. The assessment consisted of ensuring that the patrol strategy had worked and prevented further incidents and to ensure that our presence had not aggravated the situation which left the victim in a more vulnerable situation. 

In line with evidence-based policing the victim was supported and the issue had been addressed immediately which allowed the victim to return to his house and feel safe within his home in addition this we were able to locate the subject within a close proximity of the victims address which allowed the investigation to be progressed swifty and dealt with within a short amount of time. 

In conclusion the strategies used in this scenario had the best outcome for the victim and ensured he was supported when at his most vulnerable. If I was to have this sort of scenario again I was most likely try and find more suitable housing elsewhere to ensure the victim felt safe and knew there was no risk of the subject knowing where he was. 


WORD COUNT: 2132




 
 





Task 2




Choose 1 of these 5 options to answer 

(Note for officers who have an interest in becoming a detective and wish to specialise in this role, you MUST choose option 5)


1. Response Policing.
2. Policing Communities.
3. Road Policing.
4. Information and Intelligence.
5. Conducting Investigations. 




Task 2 Option 1: 

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum:


Response Policing

A core part of the policing mission is to prevent crime and disorder. Domestic abuse causes both serious harm and constitutes a considerable proportion of overall crime

You should choose a domestic abuse incident that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role in providing a response.



	 

 Critically assess the challenges associated with a domestic abuse incident that you have attended, and the strategies developed for effective policing in such challenging situations. 



2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




ANSWER:









Task 2 Option 2: 


Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Policing Communities

Criminal justice faces ever more challenges from society. While official figures show a drop in police recorded crime in the UK the distribution of crime shows a more complex pattern with violent crime showing a rise. 

Regarding community policing chose an incident that you have attended that presented a complex issue for the community, and that you played a significant role in providing a response.


	
 Critically evaluate a range of interventions that you have employed to promote community engagement that assisted in resolving the issue. 

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




Answer: 
















Task 2 Option 3

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Road Policing

The police are the lead agency for collision investigation and have the primary duty to investigate and establish the circumstances that have led to road deaths and life changing injuries.

Describe a serious collision that you attended and in which you took a significant role (e.g., initial reporting officer, scene manager, lead investigator).

	
Critically evaluate the evidence base that you dealt with and strategies that could be implemented to reduce the likelihood of it reoccurring. 



2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




Answer: 

A serious collision where I felt I played a significant role is a fatal collision that involved one motorbike and one car. 

This collision took place in July 2023 at approximately four o’clock in the morning. Myself and my colleague were the first officers on scene with the fire service. My role as a police officer is to preserve life and property, maintain order, stop offences from being committed, College of Policing (2023). This is something that is always at the forefront of my mind when attending any sort of incident. 


As first officers on scene it was important to ensure that any chance of survival for any individuals were to take priority. As the fire service had arrived on scene first they had moved one individual prior to extinguishing the fire to ensure that any medical attention that was needed could take place, however they immediately became aware that both individuals involved in the road traffic collision were deceased. 

It was important that we as officers ensured that the scene was preserved in order for an investigation to take place to establish the cause of the collision as well as the cause of death for both individuals. For that reason officers closed the road in both directions and encouraged as little movement as possible to prevent evidence being lost. 
The collision took place on a 60 mph with two single carriageways which remained closed for a number of hours whilst evidence was gathered. 

Whilst at the scene further officers from the road policing unit attended to assist the investigation, it was important to establish who these individuals were to inform their families of the fatality as soon as possible. 

Due to the circumstances of the collision the vehicle involved had ignited therefore it difficult to identify it’s vehicle index number. The position of the vehicle signified it may have exited a junction which led to a small number of houses which suggested he had just left his home address. After a short while officers discovered where the car had previously been parked, therefore potentially the home address of the driver. 

Once one of the males were identified it was the my role to assist with informing family of the news that their son had been involved in a fatal RTC. 

We informed the mother of the male that her son was found deceased in his vehicle and the incident had taken place a short distance from their address and it was important that they remained at home and to ask for family members not to attend their address until the evidence gathering was complete. 


As the first attending officers it was important to obtain as much first-hand information and to conduct golden hour enquires, Golden hour is the window of opportunity when appropriate action should be taken right after an offence or incident is reported. This could involve obtaining, safeguarding, or maintaining information that might otherwise be lost, hidden, harmed, changed, or destroyed. Taking efficient action during the "golden hour" will improve the chances of identifying suspects, safeguarding witnesses and victims, and assisting in the achievement of favourable criminal justice outcomes, College of Policing (2013). For this reason I tried to establish if there was an eye witnesses of the collision and to obtain their details. 

Fatal road traffic collisions have to be investigated to establish whether one or more people have committed a road traffic offence which has led to a fatal collision, should it be discovered that an offence has been committed that person may be convicted of a crime. If it the investigation finds that there have been no crimes committed then the data that has been gathered may support an appeal to change road layouts in order to prevent such a thing from reoccurring. 

When establishing if anyone had witnessed the crash it was emphasis that even if they did not witness the collision what they may have witnessed before or after may be relevant for the investigation. It was important to establish whether anyone had witnessed any individuals leaving the car to ensure that should anyone have fled the scene that they were safe and well. 

Occasionally it may be the case of establishing if anyone had witnessed the manner of driving from individuals prior to the collision. Various people may provide statements to the police. You can be requested to make a statement if you witnessed the incident, were a part of it, or spotted cars either before or after it happened. You can be called to testify if you were not in the collision but were aware of a loved one's movements on the day they were hurt. If you make a statement, it will be noted and maybe recorded by the police. Brake. (no date) This allows the police to get a better understanding of how individuals may have been thinking or feeling at the time of the collision. However, in more complicated cases where there are multiple people within a car it may be hard to prove that the individual that was found in the driving seat was the individual driving at the time of the collision. There have been collisions where individuals take the blame for another person to prevent them from getting convicted. 

Another way police may gather evidence from a scene is by examining the vehicle involved in the collision, for this partial collision two vehicles were examined to establish if there were any defects to either vehicle which may have caused a mechanical defeat and subsequently caused the collision. This helps officers feedback information to manufacturers to inform them any features which may be dangerous to motorists. 

Many modern cars have journey data recorders which over time calculates the journey one may have taken, while some systems may also use mobile phone networks, most of these gadgets rely on GPS systems to determine position. The change in position over time can also be used to calculate velocity data; however, on-board accelerometers provide the basis for recording acceleration data. Although they are frequently estimated every second, speeds are typically shown as an average over minute periods. If that's all that's made public, it won't help much when determining a car's speed profile in the moments before an accident. (Royal Society  (2022). This helps determine the demeanour of the drivers around the time of the collision to establish whether either driver was driving at an excessive speed and to be the cause of the collision. Should the driver have been using excessive speed it allows investigators provide local authorities with the results and request the speed limit of that particular road needs reducing. 

Another way in which police gather data is by analysing the positioning of each vehicle and the in particular with this collision the position of the motorcyclist to the position of his motor bike this helps determine the speed his was travelling and the impact of the collision. 

Tyre marks are usually another good indicator of the speed each individual may have been travelling, it was important to ensure that the surface around the tyre skids was not disturbed to ensure investigators were able to analyse the disturbance caused on the road surface and calculate the use of brakes used by each motorist. Royal Society  (2022). states by measuring the length of a tyre mark at the site of an accident and determining the vehicle's speed at the end of the mark, one may determine the vehicle's speed at the start of the mark. Since most tyre marks are left on dry roads, this computation is based on an estimate of the vehicle's deceleration, which is typically considered to remain constant throughout the braking process. Which emphasises the importance of ensuring the scene is undisturbed and addressed during the golden hour enquiries. 

Despite both individuals being declared deceased at the scene a toxicology report would have been conducted. Toxicology tests are often performed during a postmortem. This implies that in order to determine whether any toxic compounds, like alcohol or drugs, are present, the pathologist will collect samples of blood, urine, and maybe other bodily fluids, such as stomach contents, ocular fluid, and tissue. Brake. (no date)(ii).  This is to establish whether either drivers were under the influence of drink or drugs at the time of the collision. Drink and drug driving is one of the highest causes of fatalities in Wales, a Welsh government report states that an estimated 7% of all reported collisions in 2021 had one or more intoxicated drivers.
Alcohol-related crashes were expected to be responsible for 23% of all fatalities in 2021.
It was discovered that 13% of motor vehicle drivers and passengers who died in Wales in 2021 had blood alcohol concentrations above the permitted limit, Welsh government(2024). 

 These statics signify that drink driving in Wales is a significant factor to the cause of road traffic collisions therefore research into ways of reduce the amount of drink driving should be a consideration of the Welsh government. This could be done by reducing the limit of micrograms per litre of breath when providing a specimen. 

Research suggests that fatal road traffic collision tend to happen during the night and mostly amongst younger drivers, it is apparent that the younger the driver is the less experienced and more likely to use excessive speed. Nighttime driving also calls for extra caution. Young drivers could believe that it is safer to speed or pay less attention during the nights when the roads are quieter. Actually, because of the reduced visibility and increased risk of intoxicated drivers and drunk pedestrians on the roadways, driving at night requires extra caution. Due to the time of the collision investigators will look to see the drivers movement prior to the collision such as how long had they been out driving or had they been working all nigh therefore tired and their reaction times were slower. 
Reaction time, a crucial component of safe driving, is slowed down by sleepiness. Additionally, it lessens attentiveness, awareness, and concentration, which makes it harder to focus and execute attention-based tasks like driving. Sleepiness slows down the processing of information as well. There could be an impact on decision-making quality as well, The royal society for the prevention of accidents (2017). 


Overall, my role was to ensure that any evidence in relation to this collision was preserved so that a thorough investigation could be carried out to identify the cause of death of both individuals. It was important that I gathered all relevant evidence known to myself and ensured it was documented. 
Golden hour enquiries were conducted and captured through officer’s body worn footage as well as picturing the scene on a 3D camera so investigators could revisit particular parts of the collision should they have needed to. 
The investigation took place to determine the cause of death of both involved as well as determine the impact factors in which caused the collision. 

In conclusion, I have reflected upon how the situation was managed and despite us following protocol; if faced with a similar incident I could considered having a media message posted sooner as this would have reduced the effect it had on commuters as it caused long delays whilst the road was closed conducting golden hour enquiries. I would also consider liaising with third partner agencies such as the highways to reduce the impact on the local community. 


WORD COUNT: 1897 


























Task 2 Option 4


Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Information and Intelligence

You should choose an investigation that you have been involved in that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role.



	 
Critically analyse an investigation, that you have led, commenting on the effectiveness of the National Intelligence Model and the importance of the role played by cross border cooperation in relation to your information and intelligence. 
Reference how effective information and intelligence was used within your operation, and how you used specialist intelligence roles to support your complex investigation.

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)






Answer: 


























Task 2 Option 5

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Conducting Investigations

You should choose an investigation that you have been involved in that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role.


	
Critically evaluate the processes employed in a complex investigation you have been involved in, and the fast-track actions that you have utilised.


Evaluate the support you have provided to victims, witnesses, and offenders (where appropriate) during a complex investigation and reference the management of your own personal values and attitudes in relation to this.

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)





Answer: 
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