HPHI6001-1500629-Donoghue-1

1. HPHI6001- The Riots of 1910 – why do we remember only Tonypandy?



	Student Name:Adam Donoghue


	Module Code: HPHI6001

Module title: A Sense of Place: Wales 1870-Present



	Student number:1500629

	For completion by marker:
Comments:












	Marker’s signature:
	Date:

	Provisional mark: 
NB.  All marks are provisional until confirmed by the final examination board. 



The Tonypandy riots that took place in 1910 and 1911 are often refereed to as the Rhondda Riots, were a series of violent events between the miners and the police department that took place around the Rhondda area, however it is mostly Tonypandy that is remembered. The specific event that people refer to as the Tonypandy riots, applied to specific events on Tuesday the 8th November 1910. The miners who were striking at the time, were fighting with the Glamorgan Constabulary who were reinforced by the Bristol City Constabulary. The result ended up with smashed windows of Tonypandy businesses.  Tonypandy is remembered only because it is the largest riot in the recent decades and especially in Wales.  The miners strike was a smaller insignificant section that no one particularly remembers or even forgets
The theories that are used in this essay to talk about the Tonypandy riots are Marxism[footnoteRef:1] and history from below[footnoteRef:2].  It could be argued Marxism could be involved when talking about the Tonypandy riots.  Marxism is based around everyone having the similar amount of money to everyone else. So that everyone is equal, there is no class system in a Marxist society. This is the case when talking about Tonypandy and the Miners’ strike, they wanted there to be equal opportunities and better wages for the Welsh miners. It is also largely history from below as it is talking about the roles of the working class person compared to reading and researching about the higher classes for example the Prince of Wales would be the highest authority figure we would learn about in this module. Despite this, the main reason as to why the Tonypandy riots are remembered are because of the involvement of an authority figure. [1:  A.Munslow, Deconstructing History (New York: Routledge, 1997)]  [2:  A.Munslow, Deconstructing History (New York:Routledge,1997)] 

There were many events that caused the miners in Wales and especially the Rhondda area to start striking which then lead to the events that transpired at Tonypandy on the 8th November 1910. The first reason the miners felt like they were not working for the right wages was that on the first of September 1910 at the Ely Colliery[footnoteRef:3]. An agreement for a new price on the seams was not agreed. Therefore all of the 800 workers were locked out of the mines[footnoteRef:4]. The first thought of the workers was that the leaders of the mines wanted to undercut their wages that were not exceedingly high to begin with[footnoteRef:5].The strike began on the 1st of November, despite not having official support from the SWMF. All of the strikes and riots that took place between November 1910 and the summer of 1911 did not help the miners in anyway, when the South Wales miners went back to work, they received the wages that were offered to them before the strike happened in October 1910. It shows that the strike itself was not worth all of the time it took and all the violence that occurred. Nothing was accomplished, there were no positives after the strike as people had lost their lives to fight for their cause and wrongly lost their lives. The Cambrian strikes as mentioned, that started on the 1st September, this strike lasted longer than any other major strike throughout living memory[footnoteRef:6]. Tonypandy was only a part of the persistent violence that occurred throughout the strike[footnoteRef:7].  Tonypandy was not remembered particular for the amount of death that happened, it is remembered for the brute force the army and police forced onto the strikers but the injuries that were inflicted onto the strikers. [3:  K.Morgan, Modern Wales: Politics, Places and people ( United Kingdom: University of Wales Press, 1995)]  [4:  K,Morgan, Modern Wales: Politics, Places and people ( United Kingdom: University of Wales Press, 1995)]  [5:  D.Gareth Evans, A History of Wales: 1906-2000 (Cardiff: University of Wales Press,2000) ]  [6:  D.Gareth Evans, A History of Wales: 1906-2000 (Cardiff: University of Wales Press,2000) ]  [7:  Ibid Pg 74] 

D.Gareth Evans in his book A History of Wales 1906-2000 talks about the Tonypandy riots[footnoteRef:8]. He talks specifically what parts of Tonypardy were destroyed. A total of sixty-three shops were destroyed. The shops were not looted for food however but the shops were symbolic of the miners discontent with the police and the wages they were getting paid[footnoteRef:9]. The strikers clearly did not aim to be malicious with their rebellious activities in Tonypandy. Their aim was clearly to capture the attention of the authorities, as they did not gain any food or money wise by committing these minor crimes. They even avoided certain shops that belonged to an ex Welsh rugby player Willie Llewelyn, who had most famously played for Wales when they beat New Zealand in 1905[footnoteRef:10]. This shows there was no precise malicious intent from the strikers to do any damage. It seemed like there actions were very minuscule for so many police and army men to become involved.    [8:  D.Gareth Evans, A History of Wales: 1906-2000 (Cardiff: University of Wales Press,2000) ]  [9:  Ibid]  [10:  D.Smith, Wales: A Question for History (Bridgend: Poetry Wales Press Ltd, 1999)] 

Evans does also mention that between the years of 1910 to 1913 the level and intensity of strikes rises. Miners were a big cause of this, having been responsible for eighty per cent of strikes between 1901 and 1913. This shows there was a long list of strikes that the miners took part in, Tonypandy was the most remembered of those that happened in the early twentieth century. It was remembered for the army and police acting on impulse against the strikers by using violence. Tonypandy apart from this incident, is not a very well known town compared to others that had riots or strikes in their town. It also had and still does have a very small population compared to other towns like Llanelli. The riots are the main reason as to why Tonypandy is remembered at all outside of the Rhondda area.  It is remembered for the brutality that was shown by the police and the army despite Churchill telling people that he told the army to not use get involved with the miners[footnoteRef:11].  [11:  Winston Churchill, General Election campaign 1950, speech in Cardiff, Western Mail, 9 February 1950.] 

Many articles and books have been written regarding the Cambrian mining strike and the Tonypandy riots itself.  Some have even suggested that the miners were part of the deliberate making of a lower class[footnoteRef:12]. With the amount of wrongdoing that the miners thought was happening to them in terms of pay compared to the amount of work they were putting in. It has been written that the miners were a very important part in the making of a lower class especially in Britain. Smith says that at the turn of the nineteenth century, the miners were part of a mirror image of a society. This shows the level the miners were at in society at the time. They also started to resent the middle classes. You could argue that the miners were a part of the lower class and wanted to be middle classes with an increase in their wages. However, they were part of the lower class and it showed with the way they chose to get the government to increase their wages. [12:  D Smith, Tonypandy 1910: Definitions of Community. Past & Present, (87): (1980) Pg 158-184] 

The Llanelli strike was also very tragic and people died, which is very similar to the Tonypandy riots that the Welsh people remember. This was a railwaymen’s strike in the summer of 1911, troops were shot and two railway workers were killed in Llanelli[footnoteRef:13].  Twenty four hours later, there were riots in many other areas of south Wales, other areas of the coalfield for example Tredegar, Ebbw Vale, Rhymney, Brynmawr and Bargoed[footnoteRef:14]. This strike was more significant in terms of deaths, it was a railwaymen strike, it was not similar in terms of what happened with the police and the crowds of miners that were on strike. However, it shows significance because at the Tonypandy riots more police and army men were brought in. Whereas, at the Llanelli strike there was no influence from the Government or other authorities. This made sure there was less violence involved on the police’s side for this strike. This is partly why Tonypandy is remembered compared to the other different strikes that occurred during the early Twentieth century. The influence of a Winston Churchill who was the Home Secretary at the time, made the Tonypandy riots more memorable in Parliament and especially in the South Wales and Rhondda area. [13:  D Smith, Tonypandy 1910: Definitions of Community. Past & Present, (87): (1980) Pg 158-184]  [14:  Ibid] 

There was also disturbances from the riots, the day after on the 9th of November in Pontypridd. A squadron of the 18th Hussars were dispatched to make it to Pontypridd at 8:15 am[footnoteRef:15]. They patrolled Pontypridd, Porth, Abercacon and Llwynnypia. Porth was where another disturbance took place, however they kept it quiet until the Police managed to make it secure[footnoteRef:16]. There was nearly 80 police and 500 civilians that were injured during this incident[footnoteRef:17]. This was the very example of the violence that people remember or forget. Pretty much the fight between the Police and the strikers were at its highest, with the police who of course ultimately beat the strikers in their own town. The hussars and police were told by Churchill to not fight unless it was necessary, however it does seem like the men in charge of this mission decided amongst themselves to go up against the strikers personally. With 500 civilian casualties it does not seem that they succeeded in not using violence against the strikers. This should be remembered as a very brutal attack by the police. Not unprovoked however, as the strikers were causing raucous activities to get the police involved and into their area. In the years 1910 and 1911 the miners were deliberately causing problems in their area, so that the miners could get more attention so that they could attempt to get more fair wages which they thought they deserved.       [15:  D.Smith, Wales: A Question for History (Bridgend: Poetry Wales Press Ltd, 1999)]  [16:  Ibid Pg 102]  [17:  Ibid Pg 102] 

There were many strikes and riots throughout a similar time period that do not get as much recognition as the yearlong Cambrian riots. Less known riots which were on a similar level to the riots of Tonypandy but are less remembered were riots in Merthyr and Aberdare, where 26,000 men went out to strike[footnoteRef:18]. There was also riots around the Powell-Duffryn washery, after a march to Cwmaman led by the inflammatory Stanton[footnoteRef:19]. The Stanton threatened the owners with a “fighting brigade” of miners to give the police a taste of what they have given our people. This suggests the giant rift between the miners and the police was shown in smaller towns more so than the bigger towns or cities.  The most impact is made in the smaller towns for example Tonypandy made the biggest impact which cause the authorities to become involved, the highest level who was asked to deal with the problem was the home secretary Winston Churchill. [18:  Ibid Pg 101]  [19:  Ibid Pg 100] 

 The Commission on Industrial Unrest in 1917 identified that since at least the Cambrian miners’ strike and the turbulence at Tonypandy in 1910, South Wales had been officially regarded as a haven for every variant of extreme socialist ideology[footnoteRef:20].  This is another reason as to why the Tonypandy riots are remembered compared to many other events and other riots that happened in Wales especially during the twentieth century. it was based largely on the events leading up to and including the miners strikes. It was regarding the miners and their wages but there was also a variety of socialist ideas from the miners themselves. Tonypandy is remembered for the violence that took place largely on the 8th November. But it is also remembered for the fight that the strikers put in against the British Armed Forces. In a losing fight however, it was a valiant effort and saw the future of strikes and riots change in Britain both from a Government standpoint as they were more reluctant to use as many military personnel, apart from at Orgreave during the 1984 to 1985 strike, which is still considered controversial to this day. On behalf of the strikers, Tonypandy was the longest strike in living memory. Strikes have got to be through the official unions unlike the Miners strike of 1910 until 1911. The Government will not give in to what people want. Especially if you are committing crimes and deliberately affecting a towns businesses. Strikes were a lot more reserved after the Cambrian Mining strikes.   [20:  D.Gareth Evans, A History of Wales: 1906-2000 (Cardiff: University of Wales Press,2000)] 

Dai Smith writes a whole chapter about the Tonypandy riots, he claims that it was a terrible mistake by Winston Churchill. However, Tonypandy is a Welsh exaggeration[footnoteRef:21]. He claims that there were nothing more than a few bloody noses, compared to what the Welsh would make you think that the Government sent troops out to shoot the miners in Tonypandy[footnoteRef:22]. He claims that by 1951, the historical significance of the Tonypandy riots is that it could be waved as a flag of proletariat resistance or that it would just be dismissed as a minor scuffle[footnoteRef:23]. The name Tonypandy came to symbolise militancy in the South Wales Coalfields[footnoteRef:24]. This was a very significant event in South Wales history and showed that the Government should never have threatened the miners with troops , however this is a theme in Miners strike. As, the 1984 to 1985 miners strike with Orgreave being a massive event in British history showing the violence from the police against the mining community. The Marxist thought would have been that everything should be equal, as with many Marxists they would use force to get what they wanted. As in Russia, Lenin and Stalin were advocates for this strategy, having seized power forcefully. Therefore, Marxists would applaud the strategy that the miners were taking. Unlike the Russians though, the miners’ way to try and seize what they wanted did not work. The history from below thinking would be looking into the lives of the miners who were striking at the time in the South Wales area. As mentioned, the miners felt they had been mistreated in terms of wages for a period of time before they decided to strike. The miners began to feel a resentment towards the other classes specifically the middle classes who were ultimately choosing their wage, these figures were stopping being an agreement being made to increase the miner’s wages. They were stubborn and were not backing down, so the miners decided that they had been treated unfairly for long enough. They decided to take action and force a decision by the authorities.  [21:  D.Smith, Wales: A Question for History (Bridgend: Poetry Wales Press Ltd, 1999)]  [22:  Ibid Pg 97]  [23:  D Smith, Tonypandy 1910: Definitions of Community. Past & Present, (87): (1980) Pg 158]  [24:  Ibid Pg 100] 

Winston Churchill, the Home Secretary at the time, was definitely questioned about his role in involving the military’s presence in the Rhondda and Tonypandy area. Many authors suggest that Churchill at first said no to Lionel Lindsay the chief constable of Glamorgan, to send troops into the Rhondda area to confront the strikers[footnoteRef:25]. However, the second time he was asked he sent both the police and some army men who Churchill later claimed to have stayed in the background, when in fact they did have some interaction with the miners[footnoteRef:26]. It has been argued that Churchill was just doing his job as Home Secretary. As he sent the army men in and he also added to the amount of police resulting to over one thousand police officers in mid-Rhondda.  Churchill’s involvement in the Tonypandy riots was very significant and in the opinions of the local people, the defeat of the strikers was purely based on the Government’s involvement with no negotiations without any negotiations with the miners. The Tonypandy riots haunted Churchill throughout his political career even his times as the British Prime minister[footnoteRef:27]. Tonypandy was mentioned in the House of Commons as late as 1976. When Prime Minister at the time, James Callaghan answered a question from Churchill’s Grandson talking about miners pay and he claimed that Churchill and his family were acting on their dislike of the miners, and he also mentioned Tonypandy[footnoteRef:28]. This shows how many years past after Tonypandy happened, it shows it was remembered in the Government, but it was remembered as one of Churchill’s biggest errors in his judgement during his political career. [25:  D.Gareth Evans, A History of Wales: 1906-2000 (Cardiff: University of Wales Press,2000)]  [26:  Winston Churchill, General Election campaign 1950, speech in Cardiff, Western Mail, 9 February 1950]  [27:  Winston Churchill, General Election campaign 1950, speech in Cardiff, Western Mail, 9 February 1950.]  [28:  D.Smith, Wales: A Question for History (Bridgend: Poetry Wales Press Ltd, 1999)] 

Morgan sums the events of Wales between 1910 and 1911 in a paragraph, and how violent South Wales was during this time. It should not only be the events of Tonypandy that are remembered so thoroughly[footnoteRef:29]. Morgan discusses that the terrifying violence of the Tonypandy riots, the events in Aberdare, the loss of life at Tonypandy in November 1910 and then at Llanelli in August 1911[footnoteRef:30]. He states that South Wales was the arena for an immense industrial turbulence[footnoteRef:31]. This shows that there were more events in Wales and in Britain to bring attention to not only the November 1910 Tonypandy riots. [29:  K.Morgan, Rebirth of a Nation Wales 1880-1980 (Oxford: Oxford University Press,1982)]  [30:  Ibid Pg 438]  [31:  Ibid Pg 439] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Overall, the Tonypandy riots are remembered for the circumstances surrounding it, where Churchill had to become involved, for the higher authorities to become involved always brings attention to that particular event in history. It is remembered specifically for the Tonypandy riots and the miners strike that took place in Wales in November 1910. Events for example in Porth which was a very violent battle occurred between the strikers and the police should also be remembered as much as the Tonypandy riots itself are remembered. November of 1910 was a very eventful time for Wales as a whole, was very eventful for the Government and especially the miners felt the full wrath of the Government and the police’s bad side. There were a few riots that resulted in chaotic scenes in Wales in the Twentieth Century for example Llanelli and Aberdare that should also be remembered in the same likelihood as the Tonypandy Riots are to the British community.  IHowever, Churchill was later castigated for allowing troops to enter Tonypandy in 1910[footnoteRef:32].  It definitely increased tensions when there should not have been so much violence, instead there was complete chaos in South Wales especially between 1910 and 1911, even though it was a significant part of Welsh history and British history when it comes to the mining industry. [32:  D.Gareth Evans, A History of Wales: 1906-2000 (Cardiff: University of Wales Press,2000)] 
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