Advantages and disadvantages of Magistrates in the exercise of justice.

Introduction 
This essay will include the main advantages and disadvantages of Magistrates in the exercise of justice. Mentioning all the key basic aspects such as : what is a magistrate , what are their main responsibilities , key ideas about court closures finishing with a conclusion and a reference list with all the websites that support the answers in this piece of work.

What is a magistrate ?
Magistrates are volunteers (they are not paid by the government) who take and make decision in the criminal and family cases in England and Wales. They are also known as “Justice of the Peace” and this is because their main responsibility is to maintain a calm and peace community .For example a case in the criminal court it’s apprehend by 3 magistrates including a person who is trained and instructed to act as a chairperson, all 3 magistrates have the equal decision making powers . People who are magistrates distribute crimes such as : minor assaults, theft , TV licence evasion and stolen goods. (Law society ,2022)
However magistrates have the power to give punishments such as fine(unlimited fines ) , unpaid work in the society and prison (up to 1 year ) for one crime. This criminal court is less formal because the individuals seat around a large table comparison with the other courts who doesn’t have this structure. Comparison with the family cases where unfortunately includes vulnerable children. They have the power to take the child and to put up for adaption or to help the divorced parents decide for their children.(Georgiana Struge, 2020)
 Furthermore, another power that magistrate have regarding with the family cases is to make court orders for preventing domestic abuse and violence which is beneficial for the society and especially for the children. The time they will expect of magistrates to work is at least 13 days per year. After years of experience, some of them can go and deal cases with defendants with the age between 10 and 18 in the youth court, but the younger children must be accompanied by an adult. In this case the magistrate will have the right to communicate with the young defendant in a less professional way which means the magistrate have the responsibility to communicate with the defendant so they will understand the concept.(Gov,2023)
Example of minor cases that the magistrate contribute is : criminal damage , drink driving or traffic offences.
Example of serious cases that the magistrate contribute is : sexual offences , murders or other serious injuries. (GOV, 2023)

Their main responsibility for the magistrate are: to be impartial and to take the final decision fairly due to the fact that they are obligated to follow the structure and to consider all the large amount of information that they will receive during a case, another responsibility they have is communicating with the offenders in a respectful and discipline way due to the fact that the structure state “all magistrates must be able to listen carefully and communicating with the offenders confidently” ( Courts and Tribunals Judiciary state in one of their article)and to adapt them at the situation and to resolve the case accurate and fairly as possible. Another responsibility that an magistrate have is working with their colleagues professionally and maintaining the discipline level at higher standards, this consist in communicating in an efficient manner and confidence with the other members of the group. Finally another important responsibility that the magistrates have is to consider and evaluate all the evidence that the court provided, for example if an offended is accused of sexual abuse the magistrate must listen to the offender’s opinion as well and then taking a final decision fairly .(GOV,2023) –(Dominic Hayward, 2013)

Over 164 magistrates courts were closed over UK and Wells between 2010-2020. Most of the courts were closed because of the coronavirus pandemic and the people weren’t allowed to stay close with each other.(Judicary,2023)
The rest of the courts were closed because they were planned to close it by the fact that there are too many magistrates courts in the UK and Wells. This court closures have a negative impact on the court individual because there is a longer distance that the individual must travel to arrive at the closes court. (Aalyahum, 2023)
An advantages of the magistrates is that because represent the community due to the fact that there are a mix of individuals with different backgrounds and religions will create a diverse workforce. Another advantage of the magistrates will be that save public money because these magistrates are do volunteer work which means that they are not paid by the government.
Finally , another advantages will be that the magistrates contribute when a minor situation appear , if they weren’t the principal law will be occupied with minor situation (unpaid tv license or others) and they will not have time for the major and serious cases. (carminproofreading,2023) – (Dominic Hayward,2013)

Some disadvantages are that due to the fact that they don’t have any legal training or qualification and they working only 13 days per year, the magistrates doesn’t have enough experience and capability to deal up with serious defendants (Judiciary,2023) – (Law society,2022)
Another disadvantages of the magistrates are based on the public perspectives , the people don’t believe that they are trustworthy and this will lead with people feeling unfairly treated from someone else(Chris Robertson,2019)
Overall, in this essay I presented a large amount of advantages and disadvantages of the magistrates to show to the readers the contrast between the strengths and weaknesses by “having “ magistrates.(Georgiana Sturge,2020) – (Gov,2023)

Conclusion 
A conclusion made from this essay will be that there is wider range of advantages of the magistrates beneficial for the public, another conclusion that has been made from this essay is that The main advantages is by the fact that it will save the public money on the other hand magistrate has a wider range of disadvantages as well , the main one is that will make the public feel treated unfairly comparison with someone else. A final conclusion will be that is really important to have these magistrates because it will bring “peace “ in our life as “Law of society” state in an article posted in 2022 on the website 
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