The Letter to Robert, which was written by Bernard of Clairvaux, was a small letter written to Bernard’s nephew Robert. It was written around 1119, and was sent to Robert who abandoned the abbey at Citeaux and joined the abbey at Cluny. [footnoteRef:1]  [1:  R. Stephen, ‘Miles Christi: The Image of the Soldier in Bernard’s Letters’, Cistercian Studies Quarterly, 54(2), 281-395 (p.386).] 


[bookmark: _GoBack]Bernard of Clairvaux had an eventful life, after joining the abbey of Citeaux in 1112, he would go on to found the abbey of Clairvaux in 1115, he then would become involved with many political situations in Europe, whether it was his endorsement of Pope Innocent II over Antipope Anacletus II after the death of Pope Honorius II, or his endorsement for the Second Crusade.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  S. Botterill, ‘Not of This World: Spiritual and Temporal Powers in Dante and Bernard of Clairvaux’, Lectura Dantis, 10(1), 8-21 (p. 8).] 


The Letter can be seen as Bernard criticising the Cluniac order, he discusses how representatives of the abbey at Cluny supposedly ‘cajoled’ the pope into allowing Robert to be oblated into the Cluny order. If the letter was written around 1119, then possibly the pope in question could have been Pope Paschal II (1099-1118), who was a monk of the Abbey of Cluny, so perhaps Paschal approached this decision with his own bias and maybe Bernard is in fact criticising the pope.[footnoteRef:3] Another critic of Cluny is when Bernard refers to Robert’s hands not being bound before the altar, this is a direct reference to the Rule, Chapter 59.[footnoteRef:4] He is attempting to undermine the legitimacy of Robert’s vow to the Cluniac order, this is achieved by stating that he did not go through the process that the Rule states one should go through to join a monastic order. [3:  H. White, ‘Pontius of Cluny, the “Curia Romana” and the End of Gregorianism in Rome’, Church History, 27(3), 195-219 (p. 196).]  [4:  The Rule of Saint Benedict, trans. W. Clarke (London: S.P.C.K, 1931) p. 27.] 


Bernard uses rhetoric throughout his writing,[footnoteRef:5] one example of this is from the letter to Robert “If warm and comfortable furs, if fine and precious cloth, if long sleeves and ample hoods, if dainty coverlets and soft woollen shirts make a saint, why do I delay and not follow you at once?”[footnoteRef:6] This quote is a good example of the way Bernard writes, and shows another area in which he critics the Cluniac order. Bernard is highlighting a key concept within the rule of St Benedict, that is those who belong to and follow the rule should only have the simple things in life, whether it be having at most two meals a day,[footnoteRef:7] or how the monks would sleep in groups of ten or 20, or all in one room, as to not let monks have their own rooms.[footnoteRef:8] [5:  C. Rudolph, ‘Bernard of Clairvaux’s Apologia as a Description of Cluny, and the Controversy over Monastic Art’, Gesta, 27(1/2), 125-132 (p. 128).]  [6:  The Letters of Saint Bernard Module Reader: The Cistercians and their World (unpublished) p. 54.]  [7:  The Rule of Saint Benedict, p. 19.]  [8:  The Rule of Saint Benedict, p. 14.] 

The Letter to Robert is similar to the An Apologia to Abbot William, the apologia also heavily criticises the Cluniac order, and is the basis of most modern conceptions about the extravagance of Cluny.[footnoteRef:9] The Apologia was written in 1125, at the request of Saint-Thierry, a known friend of Bernard. [footnoteRef:10] [9:  C. Rudolph, ‘Description of Cluny’, p. 125.]  [10:  C. Rudolph, ‘Description of Cluny’, p. 125.] 

In this extract Bernard discusses the concept of a child being oblated to a monastic order. This represents Bernard and the Cistercians idea that a child should not be given to their order as they should wait until they can speak for themselves. Despite Bernard questioning the concept of a child being oblated to another monastic order, he then goes on to dispute the legitimacy of the agreement between the Cluny order and Robert, this can be seen by ‘the boy was only promised to Cluny without any formal oblation’, he then refers to the process found in the Rule of St Benedict which states how a child is to be brought into a monastic house.[footnoteRef:11] [11:  The Letters of Saint Bernard Module Reader: p. 53.] 


Within the letter, Bernard says “Arise, Soldier of Christ, I say Arise. Shake off the dust and return to the battle.”[footnoteRef:12] This idea of a person being a soldier of Christ has been an important Christian principle throughout Christianity. [footnoteRef:13] One of the first times this idea was used was with Emperor Constantine I in the Battle of the Milvian Bridge 312 CE. This was when Christ visited Constantine in a dream before the battle, and promised him victory if Constantine would put the first two letters of Christ’s name, also known as the Chi-Rho, on his and his soldiers shields.[footnoteRef:14] The importance of this is that Christ supposedly protected those who followed him,[footnoteRef:15] this idea can be seen in the Rule of St Benedict’s description of Hermits in chapter one, it states that they learn ‘how to fight against the devil’.[footnoteRef:16] The idea of a soldier of Christ that Bernard writes about, comes from the Rule and other influential Christian texts. [12:  The Letters of Saint Bernard Module Reader: p. 54.]  [13:  R. Stephen, ‘The Image of the Solider’, p. 386.]  [14:  B. Litfin, ‘Eusebius on Constantine: Truth and Hagiography at the Milvian Bridge’, Journal of the Evangelical Theological Society, 55(4) (2012), 773-792 (p. 783).]  [15:  That is if Constantine did actually convert to Christianity at this date, or at all. Some historians believe that Constantine either never converted or only partially converted. Many historians claim that there are three possible dates for his conversion, these are; 312 with the marking of the shields before the Battle of Milvian Bridge, in 313 with the Edict of Milan, or in 337 on his deathbed when he was baptised by Eusebius of Nicomedia.]  [16:  The Rule of Saint Benedict, trans. W. Clarke (London: S.P.C.K., 1931) p.2.] 
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